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Superintendent’s Letter

Superintendent’s Corner
NMRA President's Award for Division Service

The NMRA President's Award for Service to the Division (established in 2017) is
awarded by the NMRA President to one individual in a Division in each Region per year, who
has done outstanding "beyond-the-call-of-duty" work to make his or her local Division effective,
engaging, and welcoming to members. Individuals are recommended to the NMRA President
by the NMRA National Board of Directors, National Officers, or Region Presidents, as
appropriate, and preferably always with the guidance of the Region Officials.

This year’s winner of the President's Award for Division Service in the MCR is our very
own Brad White. Brad is one of the founding members of the Alleghany Western Division. His
dedication to the growth of the division lead to his nomination.

Former Div. 12 Superintendent, Mike Hauk presenting the NMRA Presidents award to
Brad White.
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Sincerely
Dale Desser
Superintendent



Division 12, MCR, NMRA, Inc.
The Alleghany Western Division:
Expanding your model railroading horizons

Please visit our website: www.divi2mcr.orq

Or n NMRA Alleghany Western Division
Meetings
As face-to-face membership meetings return, they typically include announcements and limited
business; “Modeling Question” and “What’s On Your Workbench” during which members share
what they have been working on; and educational model railroad related programs,
presentations, or clinics.

NMRA: https://www.nmra.org/
Mid Central Region: http://www.midcentral-region-nmra.org/
Division 12 Superintendent: Superintendent@divi2mcr.org

Officers and BOD

Superintendent: Dale Desser — superintendent@divi2mcr.org

Assistant Superintendent: Scott Conner— asst.superintendent@div12mcr.org
Clerk: Brad White — clerk@div12mcr.org

Treasurer: Larry Dodge — treasurer@divi2mcr.org

Board of Directors: Rob Bennett, Chris Mincemoyer, Jim Holtgrefe, Chris Costello

Committee Chairs

Social: Lee Farnsworth — social@div12mcr.org

T-Trak & Clinic: Doug Sandmeyer — ttrak@divi2mcr.org

Web Editor: Brad White — clerk@divi2mcr.org

Operations Coordinator: Dale Desser — operations@div12mcr.org
Achievement Program: Mike Hauk — ap@div12mcr.org

Next Division 12 BOD Meeting: The next Division 12 BOD
meeting will be held via Zoom on Monday November 16th, 2026, at 7:30 2
PM. Zoom link will be sent to the membership prior to the meeting. If
anyone has item(s) they wish to be included on the agenda, please let one
of our leadership team members know.




Division 12 Upcoming Events

October 2026: Saturday, October 10, 2026, 10:00AM.
French Creek Valley Railroad Historical Society’s restored B&LE freight depot, 136
Mead Avenue, Meadville, PA,16335. Vince Skibo High-Wide Loads on CSX PART 2

November 2026: Sunday November 15t, 2026. Erie Train Show at
Rainbow Gardens Waldarmeer Park. 9AM to 3PM. NOTE for division members wanting
a table for the show, contact Brad White valleyln55@gmail.com. Please send your
reservations by October 15%".

November 2026: Saturday November 6%, 2026. Alleghany Western Division 12 MCR
annual model railroad tour. Visit NMRA division 12-member model railroads. Open to all
NMRA members and their guests. For more information, please email Brad White.
clerk@divi12mcr.org

November 27t1-29t Festival of the Trees at the Bayfront Convention Center
1 Sassafras Pier, Erie, PA 16507. The Alleghany Western Division and the Lakeshore
Model Railroad Association are hosting the model railroad room at the AHN Festival of
the Trees event Thanksgiving Weekend. If you would like to volunteer for some time just
show up and let them know at the front gate that you're a volunteer for the model train
room. There will be a T-trak layout, the division’s switching layout and other model
trains on display.

December 12" & 13 Christmas at the Meadville Station. 1PM to 4PM Saturday and Sunday
The Alleghany Western Division will be celebrating Christmas at the Station hosted by
the French Creek Valley Railroad Historical Society. The division will have it's T-trak
layout and HO scale switching layouts on display.

January 2027: Saturday January 9", 2027. Alleghany Western Division event via Zoom
at 10AM. Program TBD

February 2027: Saturday February 7" 3D3R event via Zoom.
10:10AM Eyesight, Aging and the Modeler” Dr. Richard Meetz, Professor Emeritus,
Indiana University School of Optometry
11:50AM-Mini-clinic=" Non-weeping Willows-Easy Steps to Arboreal Diversity”-
Steve Cotten WNY-NFR
12:05PM- The ERIE Railroad Operations in Oil City” --Brad White Div12-MCR

March 2027: Saturday March 11" 10AM Lincoln Library
Fairview, PA 1255 Manchester Rd, Erie, PA 16505. Program TBD



Upcoming Meeting Programs

To ensure that the membership meetings are of value, please let the leadership know
what you would like to see in upcoming meetings by communicating directly with
officers or board members.

Upcoming Model Railroad Events

October 2026: The Great Berea Train Show October 3@ & 41 10 AM to 4 PM
Cuyahoga County Fair Grounds 19201 Bagley Rd. Middleburg Heights, Ohio 44130.
For more information follow this link https://thegreatbereatrainshow.org/

October 2026 The Greater Rochester Train Fest Sunday October 4. Sunday
9:30 AM to 3:30 PM ROC Dome 2695 East Henrietta Rd, Henriatta, NY 14467

November 2026: Sunday November 15t Erie Train Show
at Rainbow Gardens Waldarmeer Park. 9AM to 3PM
220 Waldameer Park Rd, Erie, PA 16505 9AM to 3 PM.
https://www.cmrproducts.com/Erie-Train-Show-8ft-Table-November-2026-p817274255

November & December 2026 Youngstown Model Railroad Association open house: For
more information click this link https://www.ymra.org/OH_Dates.html

November 2026: November 215t & 22" 2026 The Greater Buffalo Toy & Train Show
Event Center on the Fairgrounds 5820 South Park Ave, Hamburg, NY 14075
Saturday: 10:00am - 5:00pm
Sunday: 10:00am - 4:00pm

June 2027: The Cincinnatian, 2027 MCR Convention, June 3-6, 2027.
Hosted by MCR Division 7. https://cincy-div7.org/2027-convention




September 2026

What's on my work bench

Dale Desser’s Ace’s Oil. Walther kit-bash.
Note: original kit cracking tower on the right, updated kit cracking
tower on the left.




Brad White’s HO-scale BLI weathered Sharks

Brad White’s “dressed up” Athearn caboose. Added window
glass, air horn, painted molded handrails, and light weathering
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Costello

Manufacturing
www.JLInnovative.com

www.JLInnovative.com

Rob Bennett- masking dots for
headlights and portal window.
Various diameters.

Gifts from JL Innovative Design for
attendees.



REAT BEREATRAIN §
THESS : — +«52nd YEAR! - '&

The Premier Model Railroad Show in Cleveland, Oh

Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds - Berea, Ohio

Presented by NMRA Division 4, Mid-Cential Region

» 700+ vendor & dlsplay tables
+ Operating layouts in multiple scales
Clinics & demonstrations

» New & used trains, scenery, tools, collectibles
Local Historical societies & clubs
Food, free parking, handicap accessible

o Great for enthusiasts, collectors & families

October 3rdg 4“', 2026 - Saturday & Sunday* 10 AM to 4PM ADM|SSION
its: $10 one da

Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds $15 two days
19201 East Bagley Road * Berea, Ohi ,
ast Bagley Roa ea, Ohio m under 16: FREE

Join us for our 52nd year - a celebration of trains, creativity, and cmmum'ty.'

thegreatbereatrainshow.org



A new model train event has
come to Rochester, NY...

/CREATERN

ROCHESTER

The Greater
Rochester

Train Fest

Sunday, October 4, 2026

ROC Dome Arena
2695 East Henrietta Rd, Henrietta NY 14467

9:30 AM to 3:30 PM

Admission: $7.00 / Under 18 yrs.- $3.00 / Under 13 yrs.- Free

Model Train and Railroad Swap Meet
Brought to you by the Organizers of
The Great Batavia Train Show

Easy access from Exit 46 on the NYS Thruway
Take Exit 46 to Lehigh Station Rd (253), go right then in 1.4 mi,, left onto E. Henrietta Rd.(15A).

For information on table availability o :
contact us at: Visit our web site: www.gsme.org

roctrainshgw@gmaiLCDm and follow us on Facebook
Note: This a train show, not a toy show
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A 3 Division, 3 Region Virtual Model Railroad Meet
Lakeshores (NER), Western NY (NFID & Alleghany Western (MCR)
Divislons of the Natlonal Model Raliread Association
Coming Saturday, February 6, 2027

10:00AM to 1PM (Approximately)

Eyesight, Aging and the Modeler
Dr. Richard E Meetz

Professor Emeritus, Indiana University School of Optometry

—AND—

Non-weeping Willows-Easy Steps to Arboreal Diversity
Steve Cotten (WNY Div)

The ERIE Railroad Operations in Qil City, PA
Brad White (Alleghany Western Div)

Zoom Codes for 3D3Rx will be available from Division Superintendents during the
week prior to the event.



Welcome Back!
June 3-6, 2027

Our first NMRA
convention since 2018

We’ve prepared tons of fun for everyone!

Abundant Premier Layouts!

y all 4 days! All layouts self-guided (no buses)
s Special Thurs Afternoon Early-Bird Openings:
# Bob Lawson (HO, new) and Larry Bonhaus (N)

Awesome Commercial Bus Tours!
Fantastic Rail Industry Prototype Tours
Fabulous General Interest Excursions
Special Tour of Cincinnati Union Terminal

Numerous Clinics & Workshops
Special Guests Stephen & Cinthia Priest,

Many Other In-Hotel Attractions
Extra Large White Elephant (Yard) Sale!
Model, Photo and Crafts Contests
Raffle, Company Store, T-Trak Layout
Hotel Layouts, Saturday Night Banquet

Register Now for Priority on Extra Fares & Ops

See https://cincy-div7.org/2027-convention ( Peter Pazl
.
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Serving she Tri-State Since 1932
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Tentative

Abundant Layout Events
From 100 layouts, 47 published, 10 in GMR
= Bob Lawson and Larry Bonhaus on Thurs Aft
Layout Open Houses most Morns, Afts, Eves

Daily Operating Sessions, Hotel Layouts

| g o
-& e = Al layout transports self-guided (no buses) g#
Fantastic Industry Tours Fabulous Excursions
Precision Strip Steel Slitting Cincinnati Union Terminal Special Tour

American Sign Museum (2X size now)
Distillery & Flour Milling Findlay Market & Cinti Conservatory
Brighton Vessels, Tropicana Behringer-Crawford Museum

Anchor Glass, Cinti Barge/Grain Jungle Jims International Market
Fire Museum, Aquarium, Cinti Zoo

Cohen Scrap Processing

Tentative

I-75 & Union Center Blvd, West Chester, OH

$159/nite King or Two Queen Beds, Pre-Tax
Great Guest Speakers Hotel reservations open Sept 1, 2026, made

C'ralg.FuIIer, Lou & Ch'eryl SEEs, via on-line hotel link on convention website
Cinthia & Stephen Priest, ... listed below, and via code “MCR 2027”

e
L

Register Now!

$9O Primary, $30 Family (Spouse/Teen), Kids under 13 Free w/ Reg. Adult
Early Bird manual reg. form available (sets priority for Extra Fares & Ops) on
https://cincy-div7.org/2027-convention — Full on-line reg. available Dec/Jan

“Until next time, keep ‘em polished!”

The Builder’s Plate © 2026 is a publication of Division 12, Mid Central Region, NMRA. All opinions

expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of Division 12, the MCR, or the

NMRA.

Current editor: Brad White.
Direct all comments, suggestions, and corrections to: buildersplate@divi2mcr.org
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