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Superintendent’s Letter 
 
Superintendent’s Corner 
 

We all have our gifts, and everyone has something worth sharing. Don’t be afraid to 
bring your work to the meeting to show it off. It’s about progress, not perfection. We’re here to 
learn from each other, and we cannot do that if we do not show each other our models. So, 
what’s on your bench!!!? 

 
 
Thank you 
Dale Desser 
Superintendent 
Div. 12 MCR 
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Division 12, MCR, NMRA, Inc. 
   The Alleghany Western Division: 

Expanding your model railroading horizons 
 

Please visit our website: www.div12mcr.org 
 

Or  NMRA Alleghany Western Division 

Meetings 
As face-to-face membership meetings return, they typically include announcements and limited 
business; “Modeling Question” and “What’s On Your Workbench” during which members share 
what they have been working on; and educational model railroad related programs, 
presentations, or clinics.  
 
NMRA: https://www.nmra.org/   
Mid Central Region: http://www.midcentral-region-nmra.org/ 
Division 12 Superintendent: Superintendent@div12mcr.org  
 

Officers and BOD 
Superintendent: Dale Desser — superintendent@div12mcr.org 
Assistant Superintendent: Scott Conner–– asst.superintendent@div12mcr.org 
Clerk: Brad White — clerk@div12mcr.org  
Treasurer: Larry Dodge — treasurer@div12mcr.org  
Board of Directors: Rob Bennett, Chris Mincemoyer, Jim Holtgrefe, Chris Costello 
Committee Chairs  
Social: Lee Farnsworth – social@div12mcr.org 
T-Trak & Clinic: Doug Sandmeyer – ttrak@div12mcr.org 
Web Editor: Brad White – clerk@div12mcr.org  
Operations Coordinator: Dale Desser – operations@div12mcr.org 
Achievement Program: Mike Hauk – ap@div12mcr.org 
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Division 12 Upcoming Events 
 
 
September 2026: Saturday, September 12th, 2026. 11 AM NOTE CHANGE OF START TIME. 
JL Innovative Design 72 Hillside Dr Limestone, NY 14753. Program The history of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad Buffalo St yards presenter Michael Winicki. Lunch will be provided 
(meatball subs) at a cost of $5.00. The division will provide bottled water and assorted chips. 
Please email your lunch RSVP to Brad White by September 9th, 2026.  Email 
clerk@div12mcr.org. You will receive email confirmation that your reservation has been 
received. 
 
October 2026: Saturday, October 10th, 2026, 10AM. French Creek Valley Railroad Historical 
Society’s restored B&LE freight depot, 136 Mead Avenue, Meadville, PA,16335. Vince Skibo 
High-Wide Loads on CSX PART 2  
 
November 2026: Sunday November 1st, 2026. Erie Train Show at Rainbow Gardens 
Waldarmeer Park. 9AM to 3PM 
 
November 2026: Saturday November 7th, 2026. Alleghany Western Division 12 MCR annual 
model railroad tour. Visit NMRA division 12-member model railroads. Open to all NMRA 
members and their guests. For more information, please email Brad White. 
clerk@div12mcr.org. 
 
 

Upcoming Meeting Programs  
 
To ensure that the membership meetings are of value, please let the leadership know 
what you would like to see in upcoming meetings by communicating directly with 
officers or board members.  

 
 
 
 

Next Division 12 BOD Meeting: The next Division 12 BOD 
meeting will be held via Zoom on Monday September 21st 2026, at 7:30 
PM. Zoom link will be sent to the membership prior to the meeting. If 
anyone has item(s) they wish to be included on the agenda, please let one 
of our leadership team members know. 
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Upcoming Model Railroad Events 
 
Monthly: 3rd Saturday, 7PM-10PM. Open Crew Call-Ohio Northern Railroad, Hambden, OH. 
For more information and address please contact Brad White at valleyln55@gmail.com or 
phone 814-490-7798. 
 
September 2026 Lakeshores Division’s Op Around The Clock-Friday & Saturday 
September 18 & 19, 2026 https://www.lakeshoresnmra.org/op-around-the-clock 
 
September 26th, 2026, there will be a Hobo Soup Day at Gale st rail park in Westfield, NY @ 
4:00 PM. This is a memorial gathering for RJ. Bring a can of soup (any flavor) or anything else 
that can go into soup (nothing frozen) Also bring a mug. There will be 2 pots of soup going 1 
tomato based and 1 cream based. He would like to have all things in the pot by 3:30.  
Hope to see you there and please pass the word. For more information contact Tim Anderson 
taanderson1956@gmail.com 
 
October 2026: The Great Berea Train Show October 3rd & 4th 10 AM to 4 PM at the 
Cuyahoga County Fair Grounds 19201 Bagley Rd. Middleburg Heights, Ohio 44130. For more 
information follow this link https://thegreatbereatrainshow.org/ 
 
June 2027: The Cincinnatian, 2027 MCR Convention, June 3-6, 2027. Hosted by MCR 
Division 7. https://cincy-div7.org/2027-convention 
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Sale of Dick Bradley’s model railroad collection 
Recently Dick Bradley’s model railroad collection was sold at auction. Unfortunately, none of 
us in Division 12 were aware of this sale. It was only after several posts on social media that 
we found out it was sold. An email was sent to division members when one of the buyers 
reached out.  
Here is the information. Drew Cicelske Junk and Disorderly Arts & Antiques 585-653-5238 
265 Main St, Arcade, NY 14009 Open Tuesday thru Sunday 11 AM to 5 PM Here are some 
photos of what Drew has.
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I had limited resources when I put together the August edition of the Builders Plate, so I’m 
playing catch up this month. 
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Lastly, please consider submitting a short article on a project or modeling technique that you would like 
to share with others. 
 
 
“Until next time, keep ‘em polished!” 
 
The Builder’s Plate © 2026 is a publication of Division 12, Mid Central Region, NMRA. All opinions 
expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of Division 12, the MCR, or the 
NMRA. 
Current editor: Brad White.  
Direct all comments, suggestions, and corrections to: clerk@div12mcr.org 
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