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Superintendent’s Letter
Superintendent’s Corner

This month’s Superintendent Corner is a report from the NMRA National Convention in
Chattanooga, TN provided by the on the spot reporter Brad White.

The Chattanooga Convention Center was a great venue for this year’s National
Convention. There were 10 Clinic rooms each with a seating capacity of 60 persons. The main
gathering room, where the N-scale Operations Road Show layout was setup, was well over
20,000 square feet. The layout took up about half of the space.

There were wide range of clinics, everything from modeling tips, prototype information
and my favorite Why Model Railroading is good for your health. I'll now feel much better when |
buy that next Bowser or Rapido locomotive that I'm doing it for my health.

| also participated in a Modeling with the Masters class, Scratch Building with Styrene. It
was a hands on/make and take clinic.

| attended the NMRA Membership meeting and there is good news for our members.
Below is a summary of an email sent by Fred Soward. It was also reported that the convention
had 1,430 registrants. A 10 year high in attendance.

We have just now announced that the NMRA Board of Directors has approved
changing annual US membership dues from $68 to $50 per member. The digital magazine is
included in that fee. The print magazine will continue to be an additional charge.

Also, the NMRA Board of Directors has approved a Modular Layout Achievement
Program certificate - Master Builder - Modular Railroading.

And finally, at least for now, hosting the 2029 NMRA National Convention has been
awarded to the Central Indiana Division. The convention will be in Indianapolis, IN, using the
same venue as was used for Indy Junction 2022. Specific dates are being negotiated, but
should be locked in by October 1, 2026.

Thank you
Bradley White



Division 12, MCR, NMRA, Inc.
The Alleghany Western Division:
Expanding your model railroading horizons

Please visit our website: www.divi2mcr.orqg

Or n NMRA Alleghany Western Division
Meetings
As face-to-face membership meetings return, they typically include announcements and limited
business; “Modeling Question” and “What’s On Your Workbench” during which members share
what they have been working on; and educational model railroad related programs,
presentations, or clinics.

NMRA: https://www.nmra.org/
Mid Central Region: http://www.midcentral-region-nmra.org/
Division 12 Superintendent: Superintendent@divi2mcr.org

Officers and BOD

Superintendent: Dale Desser — superintendent@divi2mcr.org

Assistant Superintendent: Scott Conner— asst.superintendent@divi12mcr.org
Clerk: Brad White — clerk@div12mcr.org

Treasurer: Larry Dodge — treasurer@divi2mcr.org

Board of Directors: Rob Bennett, Chris Mincemoyer, Jim Holtgrefe, Chris Costello

Committee Chairs

Social: Lee Farnsworth — social@divi12mcr.org

T-Trak & Clinic: Doug Sandmeyer — ttrak@div12mcr.org

Web Editor: Brad White — clerk@divi12mcr.org

Operations Coordinator: Dale Desser — operations@divi2mcr.org




Achievement Program: Mike Hauk — ap@divi2mcr.org

Next Division 12 BOD Meeting: The next Division 12 BOD
meeting will be held via Zoom on Monday September 21st 2026, at 7:30
PM. Zoom link will be sent to the membership prior to the meeting. If
anyone has item(s) they wish to be included on the agenda, please let one
of our leadership team members know.

Division 12 Upcoming Events

August 2026: Saturday, August 8", 2026. 10:30 AM. James Prendergast Free Library,
Jamestown, NY. Program: Chris Costello, “A Day at Erie’s Pavonia Terminal (Jersey City)”

September 2026: Saturday, September 12", 2026. 11 AM NOTE CHANGE OF START TIME.
JL Innovative Design 72 Hillside Dr Limestone, NY 14753. Program The history of the
Pennsylvania Railroad Buffalo St yards presenter Michael Winicki. Lunch will be provided at a
cost. We will be asking for reservations closer to the September meeting date

October 2026: Saturday, October 10th, 2026, 10AM. French Creek Valley Railroad Historical
Society’s restored B&LE freight depot, 136 Mead Avenue, Meadville, PA,16335. Vince Skibo
High-Wide Loads on CSX PART 2

November 2026: Sunday November 1st, 2026. Erie Train Show at Rainbow Gardens
Waldarmere Park. 9AM to 3PM

Upcoming Meeting Programs

To ensure that the membership meetings are of value, please let the leadership know
what you would like to see in upcoming meetings by communicating directly with
officers or board members.



Upcoming Model Railroad Events

Monthly: 3" Saturday, 7PM-10PM. Open Crew Call-Ohio Northern Railroad, Hambden, OH.
For more information and address please contact Brad White at valleyln55@gmail.com or
phone 814-490-7798.

September 2026 Lakeshores Division’s Op Around The Clock-Friday & Saturday
September 18 & 19, 2026 https://www.lakeshoresnmra.org/op-around-the-clock

October 2026: The Great Berea Train Show October 3" & 4™ 10 AM to 4 PM at the
Cuyahoga County Fair Grounds 19201 Bagley Rd. Middleburg Heights, Ohio 44130. For more
information follow this link https://thegreatbereatrainshow.org/

June 2027: The Cincinnatian, 2027 MCR Convention, June 3-6, 2027. Hosted by MCR
Division 7. https://cincy-div7.org/2027-convention

Thank you from Chris Mincemoyer

All, I'd like to take a moment to thank everyone from the Division who either donated to Julie
and | after our fire on 7/2, or have reached out to us to let us know you're thinking of us. We're
a humble couple and more givers than takers, so to say the least we've been overwhelmed
with the outreach. We did lose a few pets and | believe I've lost probably 98% of my motive
power. I'll be using this opportunity to fine tune the layout in my head and plan for a small
switching layout. Julie and | are doing ok, other than the standard anxiety that flares up after a
stressful time and I'm glad | was able to rescue our dog Red. Again thanks. Chris Mincemoyer




Photos from the 2026 NMRA
Cnvention
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Clark Kooning, Gerry Leone, Chuck Diljak
and myse¥ helping move cratesfor the
NationalTrainshow. Or how many MMRs
doesittaketo move a Waltherscrate

Scratch build operating Bascule Bridge. Excelient
candidatefor a Short Parker Award

“Until next time, keep ‘em polished!”
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