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Superintendent’s Letter 
 
 
Superintendent’s Corner 
I hope everyone is enjoying a good summer. We had a strong turnout at the Division picnic 
held this past June at Westfield, NY Rail Park. 
 
I am grateful that so many people had the chance to see the Big Boy come through northwest 
Pennsylvania. It was wonderful to see everyone’s excitement for the steam locomotive. 
 
We finally completed the switching railroad, and my grandson was the first to try it out. Thank 
you to everyone who contributed parts, labor, or encouragement to help bring it together. It 
was truly a group effort. I will bring it to the next meeting for anyone who would like to see it. 
 
In closing, I hope you all continue to enjoy your summer. 
Happy model railroading, 
 
Dale Desser 
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Division 12, MCR, NMRA, Inc. 
   The Alleghany Western Division: 

Expanding your model railroading horizons 
 

Please visit our website: www.div12mcr.org 
 

Or  NMRAAlleghanyWesternDivision 

Meetings 
As face-to-face membership meetings return, they typically include announcements and limited 
business; “Modeling Question” and “What’s On Your Workbench” during which members share 
what they have been working on; and educational model railroad related programs, 
presentations, or clinics.  
 
NMRA: https://www.nmra.org/   
Mid Central Region: http://www.midcentral-region-nmra.org/ 
Division 12 Superintendent: Superintendent@div12mcr.org  
 

Officers and BOD 

Superintendent: Dale Desser — superintendent@div12mcr.org 
Assistant Superintendent: Scott Conner–– asst.superintendent@div12mcr.org 
Clerk: Brad White — clerk@div12mcr.org  
Treasurer: Larry Dodge — treasurer@div12mcr.org  
Board of Directors: Rob Bennett, Chris Mincemoyer, Jim Holtgrefe, Chris Costello 
 
Committee Chairs  
 
Social: Lee Farnsworth – social@div12mcr.org 
T-Trak & Clinic: Doug Sandmeyer – ttrak@div12mcr.org 
Web Editor: Brad White – clerk@div12mcr.org  
Operations Coordinator: Dale Desser – operations@div12mcr.org 
Achievement Program: Mike Hauk – ap@div12mcr.org 
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Division 12 Upcoming Events 
 
July 2026: Saturday July 11th: NOTE CHANGE OF LOCATION: Rouse Home 701 Rouse Ave, 
Youngsville, PA 16371 10:00AM. To honor Dick Bradley, we will host our July event at Dick’s 
care facility. Program PRR Ore Train movie. A film documenting the movement of Iron Ore by 
the PRR from the docks in Erie, PA to the interchange with the Lehigh Valley Railroad at 
Mount Carmel, PA. Prior to the movie there will be a short slide presentation on the Docks in 
Erie, PA. The Division T-Trak layout will also be on display.  
 
August 2026: Saturday, August 8th, 2026. 10:30 AM. James Prendergast Free Library, 
Jamestown, NY. Program: Chris Costello, “A Day at Erie’s Pavonia Terminal (Jersey City)” 
 
September 2026: Saturday, September 12th, 2026. 10 AM. Location and Program TBD 
 
October 2026: Saturday, October 10th, 2026, 10AM. French Creek Valley Railroad Historical 
Society’s restored B&LE freight depot, 136 Mead Avenue, Meadville, PA,16335. Vince Skibo 
High-Wide Loads on CSX PART 2  
 
November 2026: Sunday November 1st, 2026. Erie Train Show at Rainbow Gardens 
Waldarmere Park. 9AM to 3PM 
 

Upcoming Meeting Programs  
 
To ensure that the membership meetings are of value, please let the leadership know 
what you would like to see in upcoming meetings by communicating directly with 
officers or board members.  

 
 
 
 
 

Next Division 12 BOD Meeting: The next Division 12 BOD 
meeting will be held via Zoom on Monday July 20, 2026, at 7:30 PM. Zoom 
link will be sent to the membership prior to the meeting. If anyone has 
item(s) they wish to be included on the agenda, please let one of our 
leadership team members know. 
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Upcoming Model Railroad Events 
 
Monthly: 3rd Saturday, 7PM-10PM. Open Crew Call-Ohio Northern Railroad, Hambden, OH. 
For more information and address please contact Brad White at valleyln55@gmail.com or 
phone 814-490-7798. 
 
July 2026: Scenic City Express - 2026 NMRA National Convention – Chattanooga, TN.  
July 27 - August 2, 2026. Registration: https://www.nmra2026.org/registration/  
 
September 2026 Lakeshores Division’s Op Around The Clock-Friday & Saturday 
September 18 & 19, 2026 https://www.lakeshoresnmra.org/op-around-the-clock 
 
October 2026: The Great Berea Train Show October 3rd & 4th 10 AM to 4 PM at the 
Cuyahoga County Fair Grounds 19201 Bagley Rd. Middleburg Heights, Ohio 44130 
 
June 2027: The Cincinnatian, 2027 MCR Convention, June 3-6, 2027. Hosted by MCR 
Division 7. https://cincy-div7.org/2027-convention 
 
 

 
 

 
June Alleghany Western Division Picnic 

Our division held our annual picnic at the Westfield Railfan Park on Saturday June 13th, 2026. 
There were over 23 division members, spouses and friends at the picnic. Enjoy the photos. 

Thanks to Lee Farnsworth, Chris Mincemoyer and Rob Bennett for their photo contributions.  
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First CSX Train 

 
NS 14M 
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Chef White doing his thing   
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Members and friends enjoying the train action.

 

East bound NS freight train 
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Operating Session on Roger Schulenberg’s  

Niobe & French Creek RR 
 

 
Eight Division 12 members signed up for 2 operating sessions on Roger Schulenburg’s Niobe 
& French Creek model railroad. On Thursday June 18th Dale Desser, Jason Graves, Doug 
Sandmeyer, and Keth Terrill were the operators for a 3 plus hour session. Then on Tuesday 
June 23rd Brad White, Mike Hauk, Rob Bennett, and Lee Farnsworth were tasked with 
operating the railroad. 

Brad & Lee working in Panama     Mike H sorting cars in Alderbottom yard 

 
Lee F. Rob B. Brad W. Mike H and our host Roger.S  Brad and Lee planning there move in Niobe 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
“Until next time, keep ‘em polished!” 
 
The Builder’s Plate © 2026 is a publication of Division 12, Mid Central Region, NMRA. All opinions 
expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of Division 12, the MCR, or the 
NMRA. 
Current editor: Brad White.  
Direct all comments, suggestions, and corrections to: buildersplate@div12mcr.org 


