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Superintendent’s Letter 

I sincerely hope all our division members and friends had a wonderful Christmas and their New 
Year is starting out right. I also hope the weather over Christmas weekend is not a harbinger of 
what is yet to come this winter… 

I secretly look forward to January. The fall and the weeks leading up to the holidays always 
seems progressively busy. There are always too few nice days to get the fall chores done, and 
the evening shadows come earlier and earlier. Days afield spent hunting are always rewarding, 
but compete with the last of the leaf blowing, which often overlaps with beating the snow to get 
the Christmas lights up. Then comes the Thanksgiving and holiday visiting with the kids and 
grandkids, holiday concerts and other gatherings, etc., etc. 

January can be a bit of a let-down of course, as the kids return to their own lives and the 
holiday items are packed away; but I also enjoy the January peace. Usually there are no 
outdoor chores other than keeping the sidewalks clear, the weather is too uncertain for much 
travel, and (best of all) I can spend almost as much time as I like in the basement working on 
railroad projects without any guilt that I’m missing a nice day outside, or I’m putting off some 
outdoor maintenance project that demands my attention. 

If I need a break from the basement, I can always sit by the fire and catch up on my railroad 
reading. There always seems to be a backlog of unread train magazines in my office… 

So indeed, I confess, I love January! So don’t be a winter curmudgeon, embrace it instead! 
Start a new model railroad project, or better yet, finish one! Catch up on your railroad reading, 
or even better, type out an article for our newsletter!  
Until next time, stay warm and busy! 

Mike Hauk 
Superintendent, Division 12, MCR 
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Division 12, MCR, NMRA, Inc. 
   The Alleghany Western Division: 

Expanding your model railroading horizons 

Please visit our website: www.div12mcr.org 

Or NMRAAlleghanyWesternDivision 
Meetings 
As face-to-face membership meetings return, they typically include announcements and limited 
business; “Modeling Question” and “What’s On Your Workbench” during which members share 
what they have been working on; and educational model railroad related programs, 
presentations, or clinics.  

NMRA: https://www.nmra.org/   
Mid Central Region: http://www.midcentral-region-nmra.org/ 
Division 12 Superintendent: Superintendent@div12mcr.org 

Officers and BOD 
Superintendent: Mike Hauk — superintendent@div12mcr.org
Assistant Superintendent/ Clerk: Brad White –– asst.superintendent@div12mcr.org
Clerk: Doug Sandmeyer — clerk@div12mcr.org 
Treasurer: Larry Dodge — treasurer@div12mcr.org
Board of Directors: Rob Bennett, Doug Sandmeyer, Chris Mincemoyer, Jim Holtgrefe

Committee Chairs 

Social: Lee Farnsworth – social@div12mcr.org 
T-Trak & Clinic: Doug Sandmeyer – ttrak@div12mcr.org
Web Editor: Chris Mincemoyer – webeditor@div12mcr.org
Operations Coordinator: Dale Desser – operations@div12mcr.org
Achievement Program: Mike Hauk – ap@div12mcr.org

http://www.div12mcr.org/
https://www.nmra.org/
http://www.midcentral-region-nmra.org/
mailto:Superintendent@div12mcr.org
mailto:superintendent@div12mcr.org
mailto:asst.superintendent@div12mcr.org
mailto:clerk@div12mcr.org
mailto:treasurer@div12mcr.org
mailto:social@div12mcr.org
mailto:ttrak@div12mcr.org
mailto:webeditor@div12mcr.org
mailto:operations@div12mcr.org
mailto:ap@div12mcr.org
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Division 12 Upcoming Events 

February 2023: Tentative joint remote meeting with Lakeshores Division, NER. Brad 
White, Division 12, may present a clinic on his PRR Chautauqua Branch layout. Date and time 
TBD. 

March 2023: TBA 

April 2023: TBA 

Upcoming Meeting Programs 
To ensure that the membership meetings are of value, please let the leadership know 
what you would like to see in upcoming meetings by communicating directly with 
officers or board members. 

Upcoming Model Railroad Events 

January 2023: Youngstown Model Railroad Association Model Railroad and Toy Train Flea 
Market, Sunday, January 8th, 2023, 10 AM-3:30 PM, Salem Centerplex, 1098 N. Ellsworth 
Ave. Salem, Ohio 44460. (See attached flyer) 

February 2023: WNYRHS Winter Train Show: Fairgrounds Events Center, 5820 South Park 
Ave., Hamburg, NY 14075. Saturday February 18th (10am-5pm) and Sunday February 19th 
(10am-4pm), 2023. http://www.trainweb.org/wnyrhs/trainshow.htm 

March 2023: Erie Train Show, Sunday March 5th, 2023, 10 AM-4 PM at Rainbow Gardens, 
Waldameer Park, 200 Peninsula Drive, Millcreek, PA. 

Next Membership Event: 

Virtual meeting via Zoom Saturday, January 14th, 2023, at 10 AM. Division 2 
Superintendent Dennis Coglianese will present information and highlights of the 
upcoming MCR 2023 Rails to Pittsburgh Regional Convention being held in 
Pittsburgh, May 4th-7th 2023. Also, Rodger Coleman will present “Railfanning A Sleepy 
Subdivision: CSX Bruceton Subdivision Nashville to Dickston”. Zoom link will be 
provided as the meeting gets closer. 

http://www.trainweb.org/wnyrhs/trainshow.htm
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March 2023: RPM East, Friday and Saturday, March 24th and 25th, 2023. Westmoreland 
County Community College Student Achievement Center, 145 Pavilion Lane, Youngwood, PA 
15697. RPM-EAST: The 2023 Railroad Prototype Modeler Seminar (hansmanns.org) 

April 2023: Youngstown Model Railroad Association Model Railroad and Toy Train Flea 
Market, Sunday, April 2nd, 2023, 10 AM-3:30 PM, Salem Centerplex, 1098 N. Ellsworth Ave. 
Salem, Ohio 44460. (See attached flyer) 

May 2023: Rails to Pittsburgh, 2023 Mid Central Region NMRA regional convention. May 4th-
7th 2023. www.keystonedivsion.org See attached flyer. 

October 2023: Round the Curve to Altoona 2023. NMRA Mid-Eastern Region Convention, 
October 19-22, 2023. Altoona Grand Hotel 1 Sheraton Drive Altoona, Pennsylvania 16601. 
Round the Curve to Altoona 2023 (mer2023.org) 

Division 12 Christmas Luncheon 
The NMRA Division 12 and Independent Railroaders joint Christmas Luncheon was held 
December 10 at Meeder’s Restaurant in Ripley NY.  Meeder’s provided us with fine food and 
service.  Thanks to all who attended; there was good conversation and fun was had by all! - 
Lee Farnsworth  

Attendees from left to right: 
John & Judy Fiero, Lee & Diane Farnsworth, John Francisco, Tim Anderson, William Mohan, 
Brad White, Mike Hauk, Larry & Wendy Dodge, Ralph Germaine & Louise Ciancio, Dave & 
Brenda Cole 

http://hansmanns.org/rpm_east/index.htm
http://www.keystonedivsion.org/
https://www.mer2023.org/
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EMD Journal Boxes- An Interesting Detail 

Text, models’ and photos by Rob Bennett 

Making our locomotives more prototypically accurate can be like a cat chasing its’ tail- when 
does one stop running in circles and be happy with the level of detail on our model 
locomotives? For some it is as simple as “out of the box, onto the layout” and they are happy. 
Others will toil away for an eternity to get things “just right” and super prototypically accurate. 
Still others will go a bit farther down the rabbit hole and weather their locomotive so it actually 
looks like something out in the real world earning real money. For me, I suppose I am 
somewhere in the middle, sometimes falling into the “rabbit hole” but otherwise trying to stay 
out of it!  
One detail I do like to add is a very simple one. If one looks at EMD locomotive trucks- 
especially those of the first generation, both cab and hood units, you will notice slightly 
different Journal Box covers on the traditional EMD Blomberg truck. There are what I call the 
normal cover, the sloped cover, and the square cover. One will also see the speed recorder 
cable on every locomotive- the engineer needs to know the speed of the locomotive. These 
are easily overlooked, but once you know what to look for, they are easily spotted. And then 
they can’t be “unseen”- you will know they are there!  

EMD Blomberg GP Truck illustrations from: etrucks (hosam.com) 

Luckily these are very easy to model. In HO scale the Square and Sloped covers are made by 
Detail Associates (TK 2805 and TK 2806). These are plastic parts and require you to glue on 
the top and side “panels”. They are also made by Details West (TJ-288 & TJ-289) as single 
piece pewter parts, which I prefer. The Speed Recorder is made by Custom Finishes (S-196), 
Details West (SR-284 Early, SR-285 Late), and a version by Custom Finishing Models (#228). 

http://www.hosam.com/emd/etrucks.html
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For all of these it is required that you remove the current journal box cover down enough to 
make a flat surface onto which you super glue the new box cover. For the Speed Recorder I 
usually just cut it from the sprue, take off a bit of the current cover on the truck side frame, then 
superglue to speed recorder to the truck. The box covers require a bit more surgery. You can 
use an Xacto blade if you like cut and bloody fingers. I use a small chisel from UMM-USA. It is 
a multi-chisel set and is very handy! (I got the 5-chisel set, Item UMM 18).  

Once the bulk of the old material is removed, I use a sanding stick to get a flat, level surface to 
which I super glue the new box cover. It doesn’t have to be perfect; once the truck is painted 
and weathered- and viewed at layout distance- you won’t notice any imperfections in the truck! 
These different box covers and Speed Recorders are on nearly every early EMD locomotive. It 
is suggested to study prototype photos of the locomotives- and time frame- you wish to model. 
It appears the railroads often changed the box covers out and around, so what was on a unit at 
delivery may not be the same several years later! The one constant is the speed recorder- that 
had to be there. 
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Prepped for new journal boxes 

Speed recorder and sloped journal in place 

Painted sideframes 



9 

Finished sideframes in place and weathered 

There you have it- a nice, relatively simple detail to add! 

Scenic Turnout Markers 
Text and photos by Mike Hauk 

On a recent visit to Bill Schopf’s railroad, Bill pointed out a simple, unobtrusive, yet very 
effective method he uses to color-code turnouts with their corresponding controls on the fascia. 

Bill puts model vehicles painted in the appropriate color near the points of the corresponding 
series of cross-overs at the north end of his main yard.  
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For example, to find the turnout controlled by the blue switch, look for the points in line with the 
blue vehicle: 

To find the green turnout, look for a green vehicle near the points: 

Simple and easy and looks good too! 
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“Until next time, keep ‘em polished!” 

The Builder’s Plate © 2021 is a publication of Division 12, Mid Central Region, NMRA. All opinions expressed are those of the authors and do 
not necessarily reflect those of Division 12, the MCR, or the NMRA. 

Current editors: Mike Hauk and Bill Schopf.  

Direct all comments, suggestions and corrections to: buildersplate@div12mcr.org

mailto:buildersplate@div12mcr.org


Model Railroad & Toy Train 

Flea Market 

THE YOUNGSTOWN MODEL RAILROAD ASSOCIATION 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 
 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________(Detach Here)_______________________________________ 

Flea Market Table Reservation Form 

Dealer Name: _____________________________________ Company Name: ___________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________ State: ___________ Zip: ___________ Phone: ________________ 

Number of Tables needed: __________ Total Due : _________________________ Electric Required Yes _____ No _____ 

Ohio Vendor License # (if applicable): __________________________ 

Make Checks Payable to: YMRA   Send to: Darrell Balakoff, 588 Ruth Drive, Hubbard, OH, 44425 

Complete Terms and Conditions available on our website:  www.ymra.org 

PRESENTS: 

2023 Shows 

Sunday, January 8th, 2023 

Sunday, April 2nd, 2023 

 
One of Ohio’s Premier Flea Markets featuring all gauges of model railroad equipment, 

memorabilia, & railroad related items.  Over 230 dealer tables, wide aisles, excellent 

lighting, easy dealer access, & plenty of paved parking with free shuttle service available! 

Salem Centerplex 

1098 N. Ellsworth Ave. 

Salem, Ohio 44460 

8ft tables - $30.00 for the 1st table,  

$25.00 for each additional tables 

www.ymra.org 

Hours: 10am-3:30pm 

Admission: Adults - $7.00 per person 

        Children 11 & under free 

For info or reservations call: 

     Darrell Balakoff  330-718-1057 

           Mike Schaak  330-793-3305 





 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Non-Rail Tours and Clinics 
Pittsburgh Glass Factory Tour, 
Card making, Jewelry,  

Local Attractions 
Carnegie Science Center – National 
Aviary 
Heinz History Center – Duquesne Incline 
Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium 
Phipps Conservatory – The Andy Warhol 
Museum 
The Frick Pittsburgh  
Railfanning 
NS & CSX Mainline Action 
W & LE & Union Railroad 
Variety of Local Short lines 

 
 

EVERYTHING YOU WANT IN A GREAT CONVENTION, AND MORE! 
Clinics – Tours – Contests – Non-Rail Activities – Layout Tours 
Banquet – White Elephant Tables – Door Prizes – Railfanning  

 
Our convention hotel, the Doubletree by Hilton at Cranberry is conveniently located within easy access to 

the Pennsylvania Turnpike and Interstate-79 just north of Pittsburgh.  You can visit the city, see Station 

Square, ride the Duquesne or Monongahela Inclines, railfan and enjoy the area. You are just 15 minutes 

from Norfolk Southern Mainline and 20 minutes from CSX Mainline. 

Here are some of the POTENTIAL activities available at the RAILS TO PITTSBURGH Convention! 

A Variety of Rail Tours 
Steel Industry History 
The Bridges of Pittsburgh 
Port Authority Light Rail Shops 
The Pennsylvania Trolley Museum 
Allegheny Valley Railroad and Yard 

For more information, check our website frequently for 

updates: www.keystonedivision.org 

 

Excellent Clinics 
Western Pennsylvania Railroads 
Steel and Other Industries 
Operations: Real and Simulated 
Modern Railroad Practices 
Modeling Structures, Rolling Stock and 
Scenery 

 

RAILS TO PITTSBURGH 
2023 Mid Central NMRA 

Regional Convention! 

May 4-7, 2023 


	Builder's Plate vol 6 issue 1 January 2023 Draft.pdf
	fleamtk2023.pdf
	Flyer223b.pdf
	Rails to Pittsburgh Handout Final-1.pdf



