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Superintendent’s Letter 

Ah, the Christmas season…Actually, the Holiday Season, as I lump Thanksgiving in with the 
whole shebang… still has the power to turn me into an excited 12-year-old. 

Thanksgiving meant a nice break from school. We usually had Thanksgiving Day at our house, 
and that would often include family friends from Canada (a foreign country!). Bob Dawson 
would join my dad, my uncles, and me at our hunting camp for Pennsylvania’s annual deer 
season, and his wife Caroline would spend the weekend shopping with my mom and other 
mutual lady friends. Being old enough to go with the “Men” to the “Mountains” (my mom always 
made it sound capitalized when she described it) was a Big Deal to my younger self, even 
more so since I could usually talk my dad into a stop at English’s Model Train Shop in 
Montoursville on the way. 

And Christmas, hoo-boy, that meant trains, beginning with my dad’s old American Flyer set 
(none of that hokey 3-rail Lionel, no sir, Flyer ran on two rails, much more realistic…) and later 
my own HO scale stuff. The American Flyer engine was usually inoperative after 11 months in 
storage, so that meant a trip to Clarence Weaver’s house for a cleaning and tune-up. Clarence 
and his father were patients of my dad’s and had an amazing O-scale railroad on the upper 
floor of their rowhouse, and they would do a little side-business around the holidays getting 
trainset engines to run for various folks in town. One of my earliest memories is standing open-
mouthed at the wonder of their O-scale rolling stock, huge in my 
6-year-old eyes…

One of the Best Christmases Ever, though was Christmas 1972, 
when my parents got me a subscription to Railroad Model 
Craftsman. Neatly rolled in my stocking was the December 1972 
issue. 

The cover of this issue, to me, was and still is magical. Inside, the 
first of a two-part article by Rob Corriston on building a large 
farmhouse from cardstock has stuck with me for 50 years, due to 
a short evocative paragraph at the beginning of the article 
describing what the author imagined Christmas 1907 might have been like at the house. 
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I was a little disappointed the subscription wasn’t for the “other” model railroading magazine, 
as I had never heard of RMC. Nonetheless, my parents renewed the subscription as a 
Christmas gift for many years. This lead ultimately to the RMC issues featuring the V&O, and 
the rest, as they say, is history. (See last month’s Superintendent’s Letter) 

May your holiday this year be filled with similar model railroading, and Christmas, magic! 

Mike Hauk 
Superintendent, Division 12, MCR 

Division 12, MCR, NMRA, Inc. 
   The Alleghany Western Division: 

Expanding your model railroading horizons 

Please visit our website: www.div12mcr.org 

Or NMRAAlleghanyWesternDivision 
Meetings 
As face-to-face membership meetings return, they typically include announcements and limited 
business; “Modeling Question” and “What’s On Your Workbench” during which members share 
what they have been working on; and educational model railroad related programs, 
presentations, or clinics.  

NMRA: https://www.nmra.org/   
Mid Central Region: http://www.midcentral-region-nmra.org/ 
Division 12 Superintendent: Superintendent@div12mcr.org 

Officers and BOD 
Superintendent: Mike Hauk — superintendent@div12mcr.org
Assistant Superintendent/ Clerk: Brad White –– asst.superintendent@div12mcr.org
Clerk: Doug Sandmeyer — clerk@div12mcr.org 
Treasurer: Larry Dodge — treasurer@div12mcr.org

http://www.div12mcr.org/
https://www.nmra.org/
http://www.midcentral-region-nmra.org/
mailto:Superintendent@div12mcr.org
mailto:superintendent@div12mcr.org
mailto:asst.superintendent@div12mcr.org
mailto:clerk@div12mcr.org
mailto:treasurer@div12mcr.org
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Board of Directors: Rob Bennett, Doug Sandmeyer, Chris Mincemoyer, Jim Holtgrefe

Committee Chairs 

Social: Lee Farnsworth – social@div12mcr.org 
T-Trak & Clinic: Doug Sandmeyer – ttrak@div12mcr.org
Web Editor: Chris Mincemoyer – webeditor@div12mcr.org
Operations Coordinator: Dale Desser – operations@div12mcr.org
Achievement Program: Mike Hauk – ap@div12mcr.org

Division 12 Upcoming Events 

January 2023: Virtual meeting via Zoom Saturday, January 14th, 2023, at 10 AM. Division 2 
Superintendent Dennis Coglianese will present information and highlights of the upcoming 
MCR 2023 Rails to Pittsburgh Regional Convention being held in Pittsburgh, May 4th-7th 
2023. Other clinicians TBA. Zoom link will be provided as the meeting gets closer. 

February 2023: TBA 

March 2023: TBA

Upcoming Meeting Programs 
To ensure that the membership meetings are of value, please let the leadership know 
what you would like to see in upcoming meetings by communicating directly with 
officers or board members. 

Upcoming Model Railroad Events 

March 2023: RPM East, Friday and Saturday, March 24th and 25th,  2023. Westmoreland 
County Community College Student Achievement Center, 145 Pavilion Lane, Youngwood, PA 
15697. RPM-EAST: The 2023 Railroad Prototype Modeler Seminar (hansmanns.org) 

Next Membership Event: 

Our December meeting event will be a joint Holiday Luncheon with the Independent 
Railroaders on Saturday, December 10th 11-2 PM at Meeder’s Restaurant, 19 E Main 
St, Ripley, NY 14775. Seating is limited, but there is still space available. Contact Lee 
Farnsworth at social@div12mcr.org to reserve a seat. 

mailto:social@div12mcr.org
mailto:ttrak@div12mcr.org
mailto:webeditor@div12mcr.org
mailto:operations@div12mcr.org
mailto:ap@div12mcr.org
http://hansmanns.org/rpm_east/index.htm
mailto:social@div12mcr.org
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May 2023: Rails to Pittsburgh, 2023 Mid Central Region NMRA regional convention. May 4th-
7th 2023. www.keystonedivsion.org See attached flyer. 

November Meeting Event: Visit to J.L. Innovative 
Design 

Text by Mike Hauk; photos by author except where noted 

The November 2022 Division 12 meeting was an in-person event at the manufacturing facility 
of J.L. Innovative Design (Welcome to JL Innovative Design)  in Salamanca, NY, hosted by co-
owner and Division 12 member Chris Costello. This was a joint event with the Western New 
York Division, NFR; and the Lakeshores Division, NER. Along with the guests from the WNY 
and Lakeshores Divisions, ten Division 12 members were treated to a tour of the facility, 
followed by a delicious lunch of Polish food provided by the Wanderer Hut 
(https://wandererhut.wordpress.com). 

Chris Costello demonstrates a laser cutter 

Call for Articles: 

The ol’ editorial drawer at the “Builder’s Plate” office is getting a little empty. Please 
consider submitting some material to include in our newsletter. A lengthy article is not 
necessary. Just a paragraph or two and a couple of in-focus cellphone pics will do. Let 
us see what’s on your workbench!  

Contact buildersplate@div12mcr.org and we can help you with putting something 
together! 

Remember, there’s no “Builder’s Plate” without “U” in it! 

http://www.keystonedivsion.org/
https://www.jlinnovative.com/
https://wandererhut.wordpress.com/
mailto:buildersplate@div12mcr.org


 
 
 

5 

 
Michael Costello explains the intricacies of the spin-casting process. 
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Castings and laser-cut wood parts getting ready for packaging. 

 

 
A dish full of barrels! 
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Painted soda-machine castings ready to go. 

 

 
Just some of the inventory on hand, ready for shipping. 
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Doug Sandmeyer finally receives his Merit Award from the WNY Division July picnic for his 

scratchbuilt bucket coaling station. Congrats, Doug! (Lee Farnsworth photo) 
 

 
 

Grabiron Tips 
Text by Dick Bradley, MMR. Photos by Mike Hauk 
 
Working on a Funaro & Camerlengo (www.fandckits.com) kit for Ma & Pa box car #723 I 
wondered if the soft green wire pieces in the kit were appropriate for grab irons.   
 

 
F&C 

 
I looked for a prototype answer and found in the 1953 edition of the Car Builders Cyclopedia 
chapter on Safety Appliances, page 927, that the AAR Standards for Hand Holds calls for a 
minimum diameter of 5/8 inch to be fastened with a minimum bolt diameter of ½ inch.  
 

http://www.fandckits.com/


 
 
 

9 

What diameter is 5/8” in HO?  A few moments with the handy calculator results in this table: 
 
½” in HO is: 0.5/87.1 or 0.005740528”.  Rounded that is 0.006”. 
5/8” in HO is: 0.625/87.1 or 0.007175660”.  Rounded that is 0.007”. 
¾” in HO is: 0.75/87.1 or 0.008610792”.  Rounded that is 0.009”. 
7/8” in HO is: 0.875/87.1 or 0.010045924”.  Rounded that is 0.010”. 
1” in HO is: 1/87.1 or 0.011481056”.  Rounded that is 0.0115”. 
 
Consideration of commonly available wire sizes leads to this: 
 
0.006-inch diameter wire is good for ½ inch in HO.  This is too small for grab irons. 
0.008-inch diameter wire is good for either 5/8 or ¾ inches in HO.  This is OK for grab irons.   
0.010-inch diameter wire is good for 7/8 inch in HO.  This would be a large diameter grab iron. 
0.012-inch diameter wire is good for 1 inch in HO.   This is too large for grab irons.  
 
At 0.016-inch diameter the F&C kit wire is too large and was not used for grab irons. 
 
(Editor’s note: Tichy HO-scale pre-formed grab irons are 0.126” phosphor-bronze wire. A little 
large, but easy to work with and less fragile than smaller diameter wire.) 
 

 
 
The minimum bolt diameter of ½ inch leads to a HO nut-bolt-washer (NBW) casting about 
0.011” across.  The closest I found is Grandt Line #5045 with a 1” nut.  Detail Associates #229-
2203 at 0.023” across is larger but acceptable.   
 
The AAR Standards for handholds in the 1953 edition of the Car Builders Cyclopedia specifies 
a minimum space between the car side and the hand hold of 2.5 inches.  That is 0.0287026” in 
HO.  A 0.030-inch styrene strip is a good spacer for this distance.  My gloved hand really 
would like more space.  3.5 inches, 0.0401836” in HO, is well simulated by a 0.040-inch 
styrene spacer.  
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Erie Train Show 11/6/22 
 

As usual, Division 12 had a presence at this Fall’s Erie Train Show, including a test-track and 
free candy. Division members also staffed the kitchen concessions. Thanks to all our 
volunteers! 
 

 
Rob B. and Brad W. setting up. 

 

 
Dale D’s test track was quite popular! 
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Kitchen Crew! 

 
 
 

Dale Desser’s YouTube Corner 
 

Rotary coal dumper in action at Sandusky, OH: 
 
NS loading the Algoma Innovator at the Sandusky Coal Dock - YouTube 
 
Bessemer & Lake Erie music video: 
 
We're Bessemer & Lake Erie - Music Video (Parody of Radioactive - Imagine Dragons) - 
YouTube 
 
 
 
 

 
“Until next time, keep ‘em polished!” 

 
 
 
The Builder’s Plate © 2021 is a publication of Division 12, Mid Central Region, NMRA. All opinions expressed are those of the authors and do 
not necessarily reflect those of Division 12, the MCR, or the NMRA. 
 
Current editors: Mike Hauk and Bill Schopf.  
 
Direct all comments, suggestions and corrections to: buildersplate@div12mcr.org 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G9L9cSYE1W4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m7tWdpgYuRM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m7tWdpgYuRM
mailto:buildersplate@div12mcr.org


 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Non-Rail Tours and Clinics 
Pittsburgh Glass Factory Tour, 
Card making, Jewelry,  

Local Attractions 
Carnegie Science Center – National 
Aviary 
Heinz History Center – Duquesne Incline 
Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium 
Phipps Conservatory – The Andy Warhol 
Museum 
The Frick Pittsburgh  
Railfanning 
NS & CSX Mainline Action 
W & LE & Union Railroad 
Variety of Local Short lines 

 
 

EVERYTHING YOU WANT IN A GREAT CONVENTION, AND MORE! 
Clinics – Tours – Contests – Non-Rail Activities – Layout Tours 
Banquet – White Elephant Tables – Door Prizes – Railfanning  

 
Our convention hotel, the Doubletree by Hilton at Cranberry is conveniently located within easy access to 

the Pennsylvania Turnpike and Interstate-79 just north of Pittsburgh.  You can visit the city, see Station 

Square, ride the Duquesne or Monongahela Inclines, railfan and enjoy the area. You are just 15 minutes 

from Norfolk Southern Mainline and 20 minutes from CSX Mainline. 

Here are some of the POTENTIAL activities available at the RAILS TO PITTSBURGH Convention! 

A Variety of Rail Tours 
Steel Industry History 
The Bridges of Pittsburgh 
Port Authority Light Rail Shops 
The Pennsylvania Trolley Museum 
Allegheny Valley Railroad and Yard 

For more information, check our website frequently for 

updates: www.keystonedivision.org 

 

Excellent Clinics 
Western Pennsylvania Railroads 
Steel and Other Industries 
Operations: Real and Simulated 
Modern Railroad Practices 
Modeling Structures, Rolling Stock and 
Scenery 

 

RAILS TO PITTSBURGH 
2023 Mid Central NMRA 

Regional Convention! 

May 4-7, 2023 
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