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Superintendent’s Letter 
 

First off, I want to express my sincerest thanks and appreciation to our out-going 
superintendent, Brad White. Without Brad’s vision of rebuilding an NMRA division in our area, 
and his drive to make it happen, we would not be where we are today. Fred Soward, the 
current Mid Central Region secretary, made specific mention of Division 12 during the MCR 
BOD meeting at the recent Indy Junction Convention, noting that with our Thursday night 
modeling chats, our Zoom division meetings, and our MiniMeet, our division stands out as an 
example to other divisions in the MCR. This is in no small part due to Brad’s efforts, and he 
should be congratulated for it. 
 

It is my earnest hope that, as a division with only 38 members, we can continue to 
“punch above our weight” moving forward into the future. NMRA President Gordy Robinson 
held numerous formal and informal meetings during the recent convention, and there are a few 
interesting things coming down the track in the next several months or so that will help our 
division membership remain engaged with Division 12 and the NMRA as a whole. I will touch 
on those more specifically later in this newsletter. 
 

However, all the wiz-bang innovations from National will do no good if our membership 
fails to take to heart that this is YOUR division, and the viability of our little corner of the NMRA 
absolutely depends in the involvement of the membership. There are many places the division 
needs help. We need a new newsletter editor; the newsletter is always hungry for content; we 
will need volunteers for the MiniMeet, Erie Train Show concessions, and Division tables at 
area train shows; and Lee Farnsworth could use help with social activities and the company 
store, to name just a few. 
 
With everyone’s help Division 12 can continue to be the “Little Giant” in the MCR. 
 
“YOU Are the NMRA” 
 
Mike Hauk 
Superintendent, Division 12, MCR 
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Division 12, MCR, NMRA, Inc. 

   The Alleghany Western Division: 
Expanding your model railroading horizons 

 
Please visit our website: www.div12mcr.org 

 

Or  NMRAAlleghanyWesternDivision 
 
NMRA: https://www.nmra.org/   
Mid Central Region: http://www.midcentral-region-nmra.org/ 
Division 12 Superintendent: Superintendent@div12mcr.org  
 

Officers and BOD 
Superintendent: Mike Hauk — superintendent22@div12mcr.org 
Assistant Superintendent/ Clerk: Brad White –– asst.superintendent@div12mcr.org 

Clerk: Doug Sandmeyer — clerk@div12mcr.org  
Treasurer: Larry Dodge — treasurer@div12mcr.org  
Board of Directors: Rob Bennett, Doug Sandmeyer, Chris Mincemoyer 

Committee Chairs  
 
Social: Lee Farnsworth – social@div12mcr.org 
T-Trak & Clinic: Doug Sandmeyer – ttrak@div12mcr.org 
Web Editor: Chris Mincemoyer – webeditor@div12mcr.org 
Operations Coordinator: Dale Desser – operations@div12mcr.org 
Achievement Program: Mike Hauk – ap@div12mcr.org 
 
 
 
 

http://www.div12mcr.org/
https://www.nmra.org/
http://www.midcentral-region-nmra.org/
mailto:Superintendent@div12mcr.org
mailto:superintendent22@div12mcr.org
mailto:asst.superintendent@div12mcr.org
mailto:clerk@div12mcr.org
mailto:treasurer@div12mcr.org
mailto:social@div12mcr.org
mailto:ttrak@div12mcr.org
mailto:webeditor@div12mcr.org
mailto:operations@div12mcr.org
mailto:ap@div12mcr.org
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Division 12 Upcoming Events 
 
July 9th: TBD. 

August 13th: TBD. 

September 10th: Alleghany Western Division Mini-Meet. www.div12mcr.org/mini-meet/ 

Upcoming Meeting Programs  
 
To ensure that the membership meetings are of value, please let the leadership know 
what you would like to see in upcoming meetings by communicating directly with 
officers or board members. 
  
 
Upcoming Model Railroad Events 
 
July 2022: WNY Division picnic: 11 AM, Saturday July 16, 2022, at the Lehigh Valley Station, 
86 S. Long St. Williamsville, NY. Includes food, silent auction, and layout tour. Cost $5.00 
Please RSVP to: Frank Pastore frankcpastore@yahoo.com.  
 
July 2022: Jefferson Historical Society Train and Toy Swap Meet: Saturday July 16, 2022, 
Jefferson, OH. 10 AM-3 PM 
 
August 2022: Gateway 2022 NMRA National Convention & Train Show: St. Louis, MO. Aug 
7-15, 2022. www.gateway2022.org. 
 
August 2022: Cincinnati Division 7 MCR NMRA Triple Clinic Mini Meet: Sunday, August 
21st 2022, 12:00 noon - 4:30 PM, Horsepower Farm, 2227 Trinity Dr., Middletown, OH 45044 
2022 Program Calendar 25Mar22.pdf (cincy-div7.org) See attached flyer. 
 
September 2022: Connecticut Yankee Convention (NER), Hosted by the Nutmeg Division of 
the NMRA Northeastern Region, September 15–18, 2022, in Windsor, Connecticut, eight miles 
north of Hartford on I-91.ner-conventions.org/connecticut-yankee 
 

Next Membership Event: 
 
June 11th, 2022, Saturday, 11 AM: Picnic at the Westfield, NY Railfan Park.  Brief 
Division Meeting, followed by cook-out lunch at 1:00 PM. RSVP Social Chairman Lee 
Farnsworth – social@div12mcr.org.  

http://www.div12mcr.org/mini-meet/
mailto:frankcpastore@yahoo.com
http://www.gateway2022.org/
https://www.cincy-div7.org/2022%20Program%20Calendar%2025Mar22.pdf
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014Q-5nHcFE_ShIPN1FqgGO3rRaiPdfPP23NoSCdgCWdrm3vOC8lw5aLQ6k89fR-Emkh30XLz9liMnV4kizUibfYCTinzLyVd-RHoijA973_8vw9CxtlT1l1yDVx46TtXAUn67sTsEhMSSDAUePZBz1obpTZSkskeB-_unSHxbC2I=&c=BSg24lbcZG-k1DVYgeS4BMOG4-fUP8nssEBxVNEIZfhabCxpzN-oEA==&ch=rGOqZPLmXmPPW15Fm6kn6auADIDgqohIaNAl3Ol8QnhmAGp33Adjtw==
mailto:social@div12mcr.org
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—————————————————————————————————————————— 

Shorty Parker Award 2022 
 

The first Division 12 Shorty Parker Award was presented at the Indy Junction 2022 convention 
to Dave McMullian, Division 1, NCR for his amazing model of a B&M 4-6-2 Pacific locomotive. 
Dave started with an ancient basket-case Athearn 4-6-2 kit and added over 1000 parts based 
on prototype photos and diagrams, resulting in an incredibly accurate HO scale model of B&M 
#3713.  
 
Congratulations Dave! 
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Dispatches from Indy Junction 2022 
 

I recently returned from the Indy Junction 2022 Convention in Indianapolis, IN, held 
Wednesday 18 May 2022 through Sunday May 22, 2022. There was so much to see and do, 
and while there I gave 4 clinics, all in the evening. By the time the event ended I was 
exhausted, but excited about the hobby. Herewith are a few random highlights: 
 

• The convention was truly vast. The printed convention schedule/guide in a timetable format 
numbered 84 pages. Between the 42 NMRA clinicians presenting 70 clinics (Some more than 
once); the 20 RPM clinicians and their clinics; layout tours; op sessions; vendor train show; 
swap meet; white elephant sale; NMRA contest room; RPM model display room; and the 
operating portable layouts, there was literally not time to see and do everything. I managed to 
see 2 layouts on one of the afternoon self-guided tours, and attended 1 op session. 

 

 
Op session on Brad Rotert’s double-deck B&O Decatur sub layout. 
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• The N-scale Modutrak group had an operating display layout and their work in N-scale is jaw-
dropping. The detail and realism would be impressive in any scale, but to see such work in N-
scale was beyond spectacular. They are managing to get sound out of N-scale locomotives that 
rivals anything I have heard in HO. 

•  Of the clinics I attended, two stood out especially. The first was by Neil Schorr on “Modeling the 
Commonwealth”. Neil is an accomplished modeler in O-scale 3-rail and his scenery talents are 
unsurpassed. This clinic was not a “how-to”, rather it was a fascinating tour of the south-central 
Pennsylvania countryside, and what makes it unique from a scenic perspective. The second 
stand-out was an RPM clinic by Jim Singer on “Scout Trains and Specials”. This clinic was a 
detailed look at how the CB&Q moved thousands of Boy Scouts by train in 1960 to Colorado 
Springs and back for the 50th Anniversary Jamboree. Jim touched on other special train 
movements for the Shriners and other groups as well. I can’t wait to build a Pullman or two and 
add similar movements to my op sessions. 

• NMRA president Gordy Robinson was a ubiquitous presence during the convention. Every day 
there was a “Where’s Gordy” agenda posted, where anyone could track him down and have a 
short chat with the president. I briefly had a chance to thank him personally for attending one of 
our meetings via Zoom earlier this year. 

• I also attended a clinic presented by Gordy and John Doehring on “A Ten-point Manifesto for 
Building a New NMRA for the 21st Century”. John is the Eastern Director for the NMRA. 
Highlights of this clinic: 

o The roll-out of the digital magazine has been a success. Without controlling the costs of 
the (print) magazine, membership was projected to eventually cost $130 per year. 

o The NMRA continues to pursue ways of reducing cost and/or adding value to 
membership. 

o The NMRA is growing. 400 members have been added this year, and essentially no 
members have been lost due to the switch to a digital magazine. 

o An NMRA app will hopefully be rolled out later this summer, which will include a portal 
allowing divisions to hold virtual meetings without the cost of a Zoom license. This app 
will also allow members to set up their own chat rooms at any time. This part of the app 
is derived from the Discord chat software used by gamers around the world. 

o Details will be forthcoming on a “Division Success Kit” which will incorporate the above 
app. 

o A new NMRA education service is in the design phase. 
o The Youth Policy is being updated with the goal of encouraging family involvement in the 

NMRA. 
o Finally, continue to provide transparency regarding decision-making and budgeting. 

• Lastly, I was able to meet and chat with many modelers I had previously only known virtually or 
by reputation. This by itself was worth the trip. 

• While the 2022 extravaganza may have been out of reach for many due to the cost and 
distance, next year’s MCR convention will be held in Pittsburgh, and the 2024 meeting will be 
held in Cleveland. I would encourage all our division members to try attend one of these events. 
They can be exhausting but are always a blast! 
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Evening hands-on weathering clinic at Indy Junction 2022. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

A Knisely Background Building 
 

Modeling, Photos and Text by Dick Bradley, MMR 

 
While sorting through accumulated stuff I came across some parts from a Walthers Modular 
building kit #933-3730.  There seemed to be enough pieces to cobble together a three-sided 
building for the background in Knisely.  Recently there has been mention of peeling paint 
techniques using hair spray, mineral oil, or salt.  I decided to try the salt method; it seems the 
least messy.  I remembered a white painted brick building on the west side of the Maryland & 
Pennsylvania RR York, Pa. yard.   I found my slide, and there it is, brick with peeling white 
paint and no lettering.  Perfect! 
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Photo 1.  Carvea Warehouse. West of Ma & Pa York Yard D.  1971 July 10.  

 
 I felt the Walthers parts bore enough resemblance that they should work.  From the Walthers 
modular kit I have only two stories, four bays wide and one bay deep.  And there won’t be any 
loading doors or annex buildings.  Assembly of the good fitting Walthers parts is easy.  I used 
Testors Liquid Plastic cement in the glass bottle.  There are gaps where other modular parts, 
which I don’t have, are supposed to fit.  I’ll use plain styrene and embossed brick sheet to fill 
the gaps.  Finding an appropriate brick sheet leads to a long search through my scraps.  
Slater’s Platicard (a U.K. company) is the closest match to the Walthers brick size.  The 
Slater’s is common running bond, the Walthers is six row interlock.  Hopefully at two feet 
viewing distance the match will be good enough. 
 

 
Photo 2. Walthers #933- 3730 brown modular parts with white styrene and red Slater’s brick patches 
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For the paints I used Ceramcoat brand craft acrylics already on my shelf.  The brick color is 
Iron Oxide Red with splotches of Raw Umber and Georgia Clay.  The foundation and cornice 
are Sandstone.  The windows and doors are Hippo Gray.  After a day of curing, I sprayed the 
building with clear flat lacquer to protect the acrylic paint from the salt weathering process and 
let that cure for a day. 
 

 
Photo 3. Assembled building with Ceramcoat paints 

 
In the YouTube videos about salt weathering the idea is to make the appearance of rust on 
steel.   My building’s brick color is close enough to rust.  A film of water was applied to hold the 
salt in place.  After a heavy coat of salt is in place the color intended to be the base color of the 
steel is sprayed on.  I wondered about the amount and type of salt.  A look at Wikipedia 
informs me that pickling salt has too fine particle size, that additives in table salt are 
insignificant, that kosher salt has larger grains and pretzel salt has grains too big.  Study of the 
rusting effects in YouTube demonstrations suggests that I want moderate coverage with table 
salt.   
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Foundation and cornice are masked to prevent the salt weathering.  I started slow; this is a 
test.  With the end dry I tried sprinkling salt from on high.  After a couple of tries I seemed to 
get the salt amount and distribution OK.   Plain water beads on the end so I made wet water 
with a few drops of Liquitex Flow Aid.  I was surprised by how quickly the water and salt on the 
end dries.  The white paint is my mix of dirty white acrylic thinned 50% with Liquitex Airbrush 
Medium and with a few drops Liquitex Flow Aid added.  I sprayed with a Badger double action 
air brush at 20 psi. 

 
Photo 4. The salted end of the building 

 
After drying in the spray booth, the salt was brushed off.  Things looked bad.  Apparently, the 
water-based paint and the salt combined.  Far too much white paint came off.  Fortunately, the 
mess washed off.  With a clean end il resalted and tried rattle can solvent based paint.  Better 
results, but not quite what I hoped for.  I can’t wash it off to try this end again. In any event, I 
think I’ve learned enough to salt weather the rest of the building. 
 



 
 
 

11 

 
Photo 5 The end of the building after solvent based white paint dried and salt removed 

 
The Walthers kit windows and doors were painted Hippo Gray and glazing attached with 
canopy cement.  I cut cardboard to fit the roof and back.  The roof got Charcoal paint.  This 
completed the building, and it is sitting in place as a background structure in Knisely.   The 
project was a good experiment.  I learned a bit about salt weathering, and I am satisfied with 
this building.  I might use this technique again despite the messy process with the 
salt going everywhere.  
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Photo 6. The completed salt weathered building.  I did touch up the white a bit with a brush. 

 
 
 

 
“Until next time, keep ‘em polished!” 

 
 
The Builder’s Plate © 2021 is a publication of Division 12, Mid Central Region, NMRA. All opinions expressed are those of the authors and do 
not necessarily reflect those of Division 12, the MCR, or the NMRA. 
 
Current editors: Mike Hauk and Bill Schopf.  
 
Direct all comments, suggestions and corrections to: buildersplate@div12mcr.org 

mailto:buildersplate@div12mcr.org




 Modelling with the Masters
 Layout Tours
 Self Drive Tours
 Prototype Tours
 Operating Sessions
 Non Rail Tours
 Clinics
 Contest
 National Train Show 

Banquet with Michael Gross 
Gateway 2022

NMRA 2022 Convention
St. Louis, Missouri

August 7 – 15, 2022
gateway2022.org

Register 
today for 

$175 

Sun, August 07, 2022  08:00 AM — Sat, August 13, 2022  06:00 PM (CDT)
NMRA National Convention & Train Show

https://gateway2022.org/
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