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Superintendent’s Letter 

I would like to thank Dick Bradley, Larry Dodge and Tim Clint for stepping up and 
volunteering to be the nominating committee for our upcoming elections. If you would like to be 
our next Superintendent, Assistant Superintendent or Clerk please reach out to one of the 
committee members. You should have received the instructions in an email from Mike Hauk, 
our current Clerk. Not knowing how to do the job should not hold you back from helping your 
division move forward. Just over 4 years ago, your current officers took on their tasks without 
knowing what the jobs entailed. Our future officers will have the advantage of our experience 
and guidance.

 
Doug Sandmeyer has made arrangements to have NMRA President Gordy Robinson join our 
March Division Zoom meeting. I’d also like to thank Doug for setting up some great clinics for 
our monthly Zoom meetings. My hope is, once we can meet in person on a regular basis, we 
can still have clinicians Zoom in.

 
The Erie Train show will be here before you know it. Lee Farnsworth will be signing up 
volunteers for the kitchen. This is one of our fundraiser events so please consider helping 
your division. We will also need members to staff the Division tables. This especially important 
for this show as 2 of your officers will not be able to attend. 

Happy Model Railroading 
Bradley White 
Division 12 MCR Superintendent 
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Division 12, MCR, NMRA, Inc. 
   The Alleghany Western Division: 

Expanding your model railroading horizons 

Please visit our website: www.div12mcr.org 

Or NMRAAlleghanyWesternDivision 
Meetings 
As face-to-face membership meetings return, they typically include announcements and limited 
business; “Modeling Question” and “What’s On Your Workbench” during which members share 
what they have been working on; and educational model railroad related programs, 
presentations, or clinics.  

NMRA: https://www.nmra.org/   
Mid Central Region: http://www.midcentral-region-nmra.org/ 
Division 12 Superintendent: Superintendent@div12mcr.org 

Officers and BOD 
Superintendent: Brad White — superintendent@div12mcr.org

Assistant Superintendent/ Clerk: Mike Hauk –– ap@div12mcr.org

Treasurer: Dale Desser — treasurer@div12mcr.org

Board of Directors: Rob Bennett, Doug Sandmeyer, Chris Mincemoyer

Committee Chairs 

Social: Lee Farnsworth – social@div12mcr.org 
T-Trak & Clinic: Doug Sandmeyer – ttrak@div12mcr.org
Web Editor: Chris Mincemoyer – webeditor@div12mcr.org
Operations Coordinator: Dale Desser – operations@div12mcr.org
Achievement Program: Mike Hauk – ap@div12mcr.org

Next Membership Event: 

Our February meeting event will be a virtual Zoom meeting, which will include the 
second of a three-part hands-on clinic building the “First Timer Bar” from Downtown 
Deco presented by Clark Kooning, MMR, on Saturday, February 12th. Link will be 
provided in a future email. There will also be a second clinic presented by Chuck 
Diljak from the Garden State Division, on Getting Started with JMRI Operations 
Pro. 

http://www.div12mcr.org/
https://www.nmra.org/
http://www.midcentral-region-nmra.org/
mailto:Superintendent@div12mcr.org
mailto:superintendent@div12mcr.org
mailto:ap@div12mcr.org
mailto:treasurer@div12mcr.org
mailto:social@div12mcr.org
mailto:ttrak@div12mcr.org
mailto:webeditor@div12mcr.org
mailto:operations@div12mcr.org
mailto:ap@div12mcr.org
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Division 12 Upcoming Events 
 

March 12th 2022: Zoom hands-on clinics with Clark Kooning, MMR©. Final part of a three-
part clinic on building the “First-Timer Bar” kit from Downtown Deco. Gary Reynolds from the 
WNY Division will present a clinic on Circus train Modeling. There is also the possibility of a 
third presentation by a very special guest speaker you won’t want to miss! Details will be 
forthcoming. Also note this meeting will begin at 1:00 PM EST. 

 
Upcoming Meeting Programs  
 
To ensure that the membership meetings are of value, please let the leadership know 
what you would like to see in upcoming meetings by communicating directly with 
officers or board members.  
 
Upcoming Model Railroad Events 
 
February 2022: WNYRHS Fall Train Show: Hamburg, NY Fairgrounds Saturday February 26th 
(10am-5pm) and Sunday February 27th (10am-4pm), 2022. 
http://www.trainweb.org/wnyrhs/trainshow.htm 
 
March 2022: Erie Train Show: Rainbow Gardens at Waldameer Park, Erie. Sunday March 6th 
2022. Division 12 will staff the concessions as before. Volunteers will be needed; watch for a 
future email. 
 
March 2022: Railfest 2022, sponsored by Division 5 MCR NMRA: Saturday and Sunday 
March 19th and 20th, 2022 (10am-4pm) Lakeland Community College, Kirtland, OH 
 
April 2022: Iron and Steel Spring Rail Fest: Saturday, April 2nd 2022. St. Mary’s Assumption 
Social Center, 356 S. Belle Vista Ave. Youngstown, OH 44509 
 
April 2022: Great Batavia Train Show and RPM Meet: Sunday, April 3rd, 2022.9:30AM-
3:30PM. Genesee Community College, 1 College Road, Batavia, NY 14020. See attached 
flyer.  
 
April 2022: Saturday, April 23rd. Division 2 Jamboree at Robert Morris University near 
Pittsburgh. Mike H. from Division 12 will present a clinic on static grass. See attached flyer. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.trainweb.org/wnyrhs/trainshow.htm
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May 2022: Indy Junction 2022: May 18-22, 2022. Tri-Regional Convention sponsored by the 
Midwest, North Central, and Mid Central Regions of the NMRA and includes a joint conference 
with the Railroad Prototype Modelers (RPM). 4 days of clinics, model displays and contests, 
operating sessions, prototype tours, trains show, and more! Early registration ends December 
31st, 2021. Save up to $25 by registering early! More details including online registration and 
hotel reservations at: https://www.indyjunction2022.org/.  
 

 
 

 

Knisely Canning, Part 4 
 
          
Text, Models and Photos by Dick Bradley, MMR 
 
Continuing on with the 4th and final part of the Knisely Canning saga, we finish with 
weathering, details, and placement of the structure on the railroad. 
 
Looking at the space for the structure on the railroad, I placed a city delivery fuel truck next to 
the boiler house and found there is too little space to turn the truck around.   The tail end of the 
canning house siding must be shortened to make truck turning space. Whoa!  Yes, removing 
track for imaginary scenic purposes; almost unheard of!  Yet, the few lost inches of track have 
no effect on switching the canning house, but go a long way to enhance scenic plausibility.  
The track is laid with white glue; it is an easy but messy job to soak it with water and scrape it 
off.  Some black top color paint extends the driveway. Old black top is not black – go look at a 
real street. 

https://www.indyjunction2022.org/
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Both the boiler house and canning house need weathering.  Black craft acrylic paint is thinned 
with water and a drop of Liquitex Flow-Aid added.  This black wash works well on the brick and 
concrete of the boiler house.  Dirt trapping corners are further darkened with black paint.  A 
few runs are added at sills and lintels.  The top of the chimney gets more black for a sooty 
look. I’m satisfied with this minimum black weathering of the boiler house. 
 

 
 
I try the black wash on the canning house siding and but am very disappointed with the 
appearance.   The wash appears too light with too much pooling the grooves of the siding.  
With the wash fully dry, I then try Bragdon weathering powders.  Unfortunatley, this result is 
too dark and spotty, and I washed the powders off.   Next, I try making the black wash denser 
and lighter with the addition of dark gray.  Finally, this works acceptably for the siding.  
 
For the canning house roof I want a mixture of red, green and blue over the base dark gray to 
look like the variations in the base gray of old asphalt shingles.  My procedure is to wet an 
area, apply dabs of the colors and blend them in.  It takes several tries but eventually I 
obtained a result with which I am satisfied. 
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The canning house needs a sign large enough and clear enough to read from three feet away.  
So many type styles to choose from in Word Perfect®!   I select a font called “Roboto Slab” 
and try several sizes and letter spacings before settling on 16 point at 120% space in dark 
green.  Lines around the words are made with Word Perfect.  Bracketing the words with a 
tomato and an ear of corn is a good visual clue to the function of the building.  A Google clip 
art search quickly finds an appropriate tomato.  It needs a bit of cropping in Paint® to fit the 
sign.  The ear of corn begins as a thin, vertical ear with a couple of lines nearby.  I use 
Photoshop® to erase the lines, rotate the ear 45° and distort it to a fat cob.  Sizing of the 
tomato and corn to fit the sign was done in Word Perfect.   The sign was then printed with an 
ink jet printer.  
 

 
 
The paper sign was mounted on 0.020 styrene with Testors canopy cement.  The canopy 
cement results in an instant grab, so it must be right the first try.   Polly Scale Vermont Green 
on the edges and back is a good match for the print color.  Testors Gloss Coat seals the paper 
and paint.  A very light wash of dark gray tamed the bright white of the paper.   Walthers Goo 
was used to affix  the bottom in place on the roof.  The top braces are 0.015 x 0.030 styrene 
strip painted black.  More Goo holds them in place.      
 
Finally, it’s time for the scenery details for the Knisely Canning Co.  From the parts box comes 
barrels and boxes for the dock.  Three figures are selected, painted and their pedestals 
removed. (Thanks Bill!)  A table and bench are made from styrene scrap.  The big pine trees 
began as Heki bottle brushes which are trimmed and flocked.   They help hide the cut off back 
of the canning house. 
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The fuel delivery truck gets some white paint and ATLANTIC decals.  Parked vehicles help 
hide the street to backdrop joint.  Ground cover is a mix of Silflor tufts, scrap Super Tree parts 
and burs.  For the backdrop l use a piece leftover from Lark Products Railroad Graphics 
volume 5.  I attempted to use acrylic paints to change the tone from summer to spring.  The 
backdrop panel was wrapped around the corner and new trees added to integrate it with the 
existing scene.  It took careful selection of scenic details to achieve the look I wanted.  There is 
almost as much time spent in the details and scenery as in making the structures.  Making 
scenery really is a form of scratch building.  At last the scene is complete, and I like it! 
 

 
 
 
Thus ends the saga of building the Knisely Canning house.   
 
 
 
Why I chose prototype modeling instead of freelancing 

  
Text and Photos by Ed Cronin 
 
When I went off to college in 1966, I packed up all of my all of my trains and didn’t look at them 
for about 12 years. In 1978 we built a new house. I had a large basement to work with so I built 
a very basic layout (two loops connected with a 5% grade).  It was not very satisfactory. In 
1984 my wife and I went to the NMRA Annual Convention in Kansas City. It was an 
awakening. 
 
In Kansas City we must have gone on layout tours every day of the week we were there.  I saw 
some incredible modeling and amazing layouts.  When I got home I tracked down several 
modelers where we lived. I wanted to get ideas from these new friends.  
 
I visited Roger Robinson who lived in Cambridge Springs. One of the books Roger gave me 
was Railroads You Can Model edited by Mike Shafer. I studied every track plan in the book but 
became really excited over the track plan for the New York, Ontario, & Western.  At that time I 
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decided to build the track plan for a freelanced railroad. At that time I had no idea where it 
would operate. 
  
My research continued and several weeks later I found The Bessemer and Lake Erie Railroad 
1869-1969 by Roy Beaver, in the local library. It seemed to be a perfect fit.  The Bessemer 
was close to where we lived (Meadville, PA) but not so close that my visitors would point out 
discrepancies with my track and scenery. The prototype provided me with a connection to my 
home town (Pittsburgh) and provided focus to my railroad building project. I liked long trains 
from the transition era…check.  I liked heavy steam…check.  A Union Switch and Signal panel 
was still in use when I got a chance to photograph it and, using the photos, built a replica that 
has been operational for the last 20 years. 
 
My wife became involved with the project when we went to train shows where she was able to 
find books, track diagrams, timetables, and artifacts from the B&LE. Over time I was able to 
meet men who worked on the B&LE Railroad, including Larry Johnson who operated the CTC 
panel, and John Reed, past president of the B&LE. These men and others have helped me 
understand what was done in the real world and why. Having this resource certainly enabled 
me to create operating sessions which were more authentic than I could have ever come up 
with on my own. 
 

 
 
I believe I made the right decision when I selected a prototype to model.  A huge amount of 
decisions were already made for me and made my railroad much easier to build. The prototype 
provided direction. 
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Division 12 Marketplace 
For Sale: Dayton Speedaire 110 VAC  1/2 HP 3 Gallon compressor with filter/regulator and 
gage.  Suitable for airbrush supply and powerful enough to use for air nailers.  $150.00 
If interested, contact Doug at doug.sandmeyer@gmail.com 

“Until next time, keep ‘em polished!” 

The Builder’s Plate © 2021 is a publication of Division 12, Mid Central Region, NMRA. All opinions expressed are those of the authors and do 
not necessarily reflect those of Division 12, the MCR, or the NMRA. 

Current editors: Mike Hauk and Bill Schopf.  

Direct all comments, suggestions and corrections to: buildersplate@div12mcr.org

mailto:doug.sandmeyer@gmail.com








                  SAVE THE DATE 
 

 

NOTICE: 
Due to ongoing COVID, Lakeland will mandate all the vendors, volunteers & 

attendees to wear masks or face coverings during all aspects of the show, 

everyone must adhere to Lakeland’s COVID-19 policy.  This mandate could 

possibility be lifted by the time of the show, only time will tell. 

blette
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