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Superintendent’s Letter 

November was a busy month for Division 12 with three events taking place: the Erie Train 
Show, visits to the Western Pennsylvania Model Railroad Club and the Youngstown Model 
Railroad Club, and lastly the WNYRHS 40th Annual Fall Train Show in Hamburg, NY. 

At the train show in Hamburg, NY, 3 divisions from 3 regions got together and presented 2 
days of in-person and hybrid clinics: 
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The three superintendents left to right are Brad White of Division 12 MCR; Andy MacVie of the 
Western New York Division, NFR; and Dave Durr of the Lakeshores Division, NER. 
 
As a reminder the December event will be Saturday December 11th at the Lakeshore Model 
Railroad Association from 10:00 AM until 2:00PM. The address will be published later in this 
newsletter. 
 
Your division needs 2 more volunteers for the nominating committee. Our by-laws require this 
committee so we can have a slate of officers for this coming April’s election. Dick Bradley has 
already agreed to serve. I would like one person from New York, and the other may be from 
any county other than Warren County, PA. There is not a lot involved in being on the 
nominating committee. Division members would send (via email or US mail or even a phone 
call) their nominations to any of the 3 committee members. They in turn would contact the 
nominated person to confirm they would be willing to serve. Once the committee has a slate of 
officers consisting of superintendent, assistant superintendent, and clerk they would then 
present them to the general membership prior to our April meeting. 
 
Any interested person may email me directly at valleyln55@gmail.com or call me 814-490-
7798. 

 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
Happy Model Railroading 
Bradley White 
Division 12 MCR Superintendent 

 
 

mailto:valleyln55@gmail.com
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Division 12, MCR, NMRA, Inc. 

   The Alleghany Western Division: 
Expanding your model railroading horizons 

 
Please visit our website: www.div12mcr.org 

 

Or  NMRAAlleghanyWesternDivision 
Meetings 
As face-to-face membership meetings return, they typically include announcements and limited 
business; “Modeling Question” and “What’s On Your Workbench” during which members share 
what they have been working on; and educational model railroad related programs, 
presentations, or clinics.  
 
NMRA: https://www.nmra.org/   
Mid Central Region: http://www.midcentral-region-nmra.org/ 
Division 12 Superintendent: Superintendent@div12mcr.org  
 

Officers and BOD 
Superintendent: Brad White — superintendent@div12mcr.org 
Assistant Superintendent/ Clerk: Mike Hauk –– ap@div12mcr.org 
Treasurer: Dale Desser — treasurer@div12mcr.org  
Board of Directors: Rob Bennett, Doug Sandmeyer, Chris Mincemoyer 

Committee Chairs  
 
Social: Lee Farnsworth – social@div12mcr.org 
T-Trak & Clinic: Doug Sandmeyer – ttrak@div12mcr.org 
Web Editor: Chris Mincemoyer – webeditor@div12mcr.org 
Operations Coordinator: Dale Desser – operations@div12mcr.org 
Achievement Program: Mike Hauk – ap@div12mcr.org 

http://www.div12mcr.org/
https://www.nmra.org/
http://www.midcentral-region-nmra.org/
mailto:Superintendent@div12mcr.org
mailto:superintendent@div12mcr.org
mailto:ap@div12mcr.org
mailto:treasurer@div12mcr.org
mailto:social@div12mcr.org
mailto:ttrak@div12mcr.org
mailto:webeditor@div12mcr.org
mailto:operations@div12mcr.org
mailto:ap@div12mcr.org
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Division 12 Upcoming Events 
 

December: Joint Meeting with LMRA Holiday Open House: Saturday December 11th, 10 
AM-3 PM. Facebook link: https://facebook.com/events/s/2021-holiday-open-
house/969025283683566/ 

December: Christmas Party with LMRA: Division 12 members are invited to a Christmas 
party hosted by LMRA Saturday December 18th, Ricardo’s Restaurant 2112 E Lake Rd, Erie, 
PA. 1-4 PM. RSVP Lee Farnsworth social@div12mcr.org. Facebook link: 
https://facebook.com/events/s/christmas-party/592874305095829/ 

January, February, and March 2022: Zoom hands-on clinics with Clark Kooning, MMR©. . 
Any division member seeking to participate should order a kit in their desired scale well in 
advance of the January 2022 online meeting. The kit can be ordered from Downtown Deco at: 
www.downtowndeco.com.  See procedure below. 

 
Upcoming Meeting Programs  
 
To ensure that the membership meetings are of value, please let the leadership know 
what you would like to see in upcoming meetings by communicating directly with 
officers or board members.  
 
Upcoming Model Railroad Events 
 
January 2022: Toy Train and Model Railroad Flea Market presented by Youngstown 
Model Railroad Association: Sunday, January 9th 2022. Salem Center Plex, 1098 N. 
Ellsworth Ave Salem , OH 44460 
 
April 2022: Iron and Steel Spring Rail Fest: Saturday, April 2nd 2022. St. Mary’s Assumption 
Social Center, 356 S. Belle Vista Ave. Youngstown, OH 44509 
 

Next Membership Event: 
 
Our December meeting event will be a joint meeting with the Lakeshore Model Railroad 
Association during LMRA’s Holiday Open House Saturday December 11, 10 AM-3 PM 
at Eastminster Presbyterian Church, 2320 East Lake Road, Erie, PA 16511. 
 

https://facebook.com/events/s/2021-holiday-open-house/969025283683566/
https://facebook.com/events/s/2021-holiday-open-house/969025283683566/
mailto:social@div12mcr.org
https://facebook.com/events/s/christmas-party/592874305095829/
http://www.downtowndeco.com/
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May 2022: Indy Junction 2022: May 18-22, 2022. Tri-Regional Convention sponsored by the 
Midwest, North Central, and Mid Central Regions of the NMRA and includes a joint conference 
with the Railroad Prototype Modelers (RPM). 4 days of clinics, model displays and contests, 
operating sessions, prototype tours, trains show, and more! Early registration ends December 
31st, 2021. Save up to $25 by registering early! More details including online registration and 
hotel reservations at: https://www.indyjunction2022.org/.  
 
    

 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.indyjunction2022.org/
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November Meeting Event 
 

 
 

 
 
The Saturday November 13th meeting event of Division 12 was on the road. First stop on the 
itinerary was a visit to the Western PA Model Railroad Museum at Gibsonia, PA, followed by 
shopping at Hobby Express at Cranberry PA. This was followed by a visit to the Youngstown 
Model Railroad Association in Youngstown OH. Capping the day was dinner at the Iron Skillet 
in Girard, OH. 
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Are You Ready For Our January-March 2022 Online 
Zoom Clinics? 

 
We have three special clinics coming that will start with our January 2022 meeting.  As you can 
see in the photos our man Bill Schopf has been out and about gathering prototype information 
for the build.  If you are not aware we have arranged to have Master Model Railroader Clark 
Kooning present “Build along with Clark” which involves the construction and finishing of a 
hydrocal kit.  If you have been putting off or feeling timid about trying one of these cast 
structures now is your chance for a guided build.  Builders will be constructing a Downtown 
Deco First Timers Bar in their choice of scale, N, HO, or O.  As a bonus Randy at Downtown 
Deco will include a free extra set of the wall castings that you may use for experimentation. 
To participate order your kit directly from Downtown Deco online at 
https://www.downtowndeco.com  . 
 
Check out the bricks in the photos, there is an amazing variety as Bill discovered.  There is still 
time to look at bricks in your area and incorporate that variety in your bar. 
 

 

https://www.downtowndeco.com/
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Procedure for ordering the kit and the spare walls:  

1. Order the kit appropriate to your scale at: downtowndeco. 

2. Send Randy an email at: downtowndeco@montana.com 

https://www.downtowndeco.com/site/
mailto:downtowndeco@montana.com
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3. State in the email to Randy “I’m doing Clark’s clinic with the kit I just ordered. Please 

include the extra set of castings with the kit. My name is ____ and the kit is __ scale. 

Thanks.” 

4. Wait patiently for your kit to arrive. 

5. Join us for a group build beginning in January 2022! Don’t delay, time is running out! 
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Knisely Canning, Part 2 
 
Text, Models and Photos by Dick Bradley, MMR 
I’ll start on the boiler house portion of the cannery. I rummaged  in the parts box for potentially 
useful stuff and found some pieces of Plastruct #91611 HO brick sheet.  At 1/100 sale it’s not 
really HO, but at a two foot viewing distance it can pass.  I’ve used it on other buildings with 
good success. I also found a piece of Monster Model Works Aged American Bond Brick sheet, 
# AB15.  This is laser cut heavy card made from photos of real brick.  I ultimately decided try it 
instead of the Plastruct.  I also found a pack of Tichy  light masonry windows #8026 so old that 
the staple is rusting and there’s no glazing.   They are the right size, and keepers for this 
project.  But I find no doors and needed to send an order to Tichy.  (Remember your NMRA 
discount when ordering!) 
 
Other parts in the box included a Scale Structures Ltd Turbine Vent #2382 which looks like a 
likely rooftop addition.  The base is big, but as a separate part it can be easily replaced.  Some 
Pike Stuff Cap Tiles, #541-1008, are a possibility, but they seem too fancy for this small 
building – back into the box.  A tall, cast plastic brick chimney from Depots By John, #HO-124, 
can sit nicely on the outside of the boiler house.   There is also a pair of ladder hand rails left 
over from a Tichy water tank kit that will be useful.  That’s enough stuff to start. 
 
The thin sheet of laser cut brick must be laminated to something for structural stiffness.  To me 
that means a styrene core for the boiler house.  My first step is to make the eight internal 
corner braces.  Each is a piece of 0.040 styrene triangle.  A notch cut in the 90° corner of the 
triangle clears the vertical brace in corner of the boiler house.  0.100 square styrene strip glued 
along the short sides of the triangle gives ample gluing surface to the sides of the boiler house.  
Squareness is critical for the 0.100 styrene pieces.  Each is assembled in the corner of a steel 
square.  They are made early to assure full curing time for the liquid cement. 
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Tichy and the Post Office are surprisingly fast.  The door order placed on Monday arrives on 
Friday!  The doors have casings for use in wooden buildings.  Their edges are trimmed off for 
my brick boiler house.  Now I can begin prepainting the doors and windows.  The same acrylic 
craft paints used for the mockup are used again.  Windows and doors are Charcoal, brick 
sheet and chimney are Red Iron Oxide.  I use a wide, soft brush; the air brush is too much 
hassle for these few parts.  Yes, I remember to wash the parts before painting.  For the 
foundation I need pieces of 0.030 styrene two feet tall.  I cut them from sheet stock and paint 
them Lichen color.  When all the paints are dry the parts are sprayed with clear flat lacquer.  
When that dries the window glazing goes in with canopy glue. 
   

 
 
While the paint dries I can build the boiler house core.  It is 0.040 styrene.  Dimensions are 
taken from the mockup.  I like to use overlap corners.  The four walls are identical, each 3 5/16 
inches wide by 3 7/8   inches tall.  Making identical walls means careful layout with steel 
square and true straight edges.  Put a new blade in the X-acto® knife and hold the knife 
vertical.  Use a #17 blade held flush to the side to carve off burrs raised by cutting.  Finally, fine 
sandpaper on a flat surface can take care of the final adjustments.  Just cutting four walls may 
sound like a simple task.  It really does require care.  The true underpinnings of the structure 
are the hidden craftsmanship.   
 
Instructions for the Monster Model Works laser cut brick sheet say to first paint the entire sheet 
with mortar color.  When that is dry, dry brush the brick colors on the brick surfaces.  Although 
I have never had good success with this method I did try a sample.  I still don’t have success 
dry brushing.   I then painted the entire sheet Iron Oxide Red and allowed it to cure overnight.  
In the morning the sheet got a spray of clear, flat lacquer.  In the evening I mixed a very thin 
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wash of my mix of Very Dirty White craft acrylic and 70% isopropyl alcohol.  As I applied the 
wash with a big, wide, flat brush it seemed to be going on just fine. Then the lacquer undercoat 
and the alcohol began to react.  The blotchy, too white mess is unacceptable.  I let it dry and 
repainted the sheet with Iron Oxide Red, and when that cured applied another coat of clear, 
flat lacquer.  The paint is getting pretty thick, but the brick relief is still distinct.  This time the 
Very Dirty White is mixed with tap water to form the wash.  Finally, I think it is OK.  
 
All the sheet stock parts are painted and dry.  Now holes can be cut for the windows and 
doors.  I first cut in the brick sheet and then use that to guide cuts in the styrene core pieces.  
Liquid plastic cement holds together the core in a three sided assembly. 
 

 
 

Leaving off one side allows finger room in this small building to install windows and doors.  
With all the parts prepainted and precut it takes an evening glue them all together.  I use 
canopy cement between the card stock brick and the styrene core.   While all this cures I can 
select and pre-paint the final parts. 
 
The resin chimney needed heavy scrubbing to remove the casting chemicals.  Then it took the 
craft paint and washes for bricks and mortar.  Bits of left over foundation strip form the base.  A 
short pipe connects the chimney to the inside and provides a bit of stability.   The SSLtd 
turbine vent and a scrap of aluminum tubing get craft acrylic Nickel paint.  A short piece of 
0.030 brass wire is cut as a vent pipe.  Holes are drilled in the roof and the parts glued from 
inside.  The last item is the fuel oil filler pipe.  It is another piece of 0.030 brass wire cut, bent 
and painted before installation.  All done!. 
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Afterwords: 
This first use of Monster Model Works laser cut card stock brick was a learning experience.  
The card material cuts cleanly; no bead is raised at the cut.  It cannot be sanded, snapped or 
filed like styrene – the card delaminates.  There was very little laser char dust.  It took water 
based craft acrylic paint with no significant warping.   The brick relief stood proud after many 
coats of paint.  Liquid plastic cement does not hold it; I used canopy cement.  I like the results 
of my first use of the material and will consider it for other projects.     
 
Sidebar 
Buildings seem to have a lot of white paint – siding, windows, trim.  To my eye ‘White’ craft 
acrylic paint is too bright.   I have made two mixes of craft acrylic paint to use instead.  Dirty 
White and Very Dirty White.  The base is white with tints of dark brown and black.  As a first 
coat they are the old white paint which is the base for weathering. 
    

 
 
 
Watch for the next installment in the ongoing saga of the Knisely Canning House where the 
actual canning house model takes shape!  
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Struthers Station from an Online Group Build 

 
Text and photos by Lee Farnsworth 
 
 This past July, Christina Zambri of the NMRA shared to the Division 12 site that the 
Piedmont Division in GA would host a virtual clinic to build a wood craftsman kit.  I decided to 
join in and responded to the post.   Perry Lamb of the Piedmont Division hosted, Jack Ellis 
from Bar Mills Models was the clinician, and Steve Funsten of Blue Ox Trains in GA supplied 
the kits.  I chose Bar Mills Springfield Station Version 1 to build (Springfield Stations - 
barmillsmodels.com): 
 

 
 
The clinic was an all-day event on Saturday August 14.  Prior to the event I had to get my 
workshop organized and make online purchases of tools and supplies.  It has been years for 
me without much kit building and some of my tools and supplies decades old. With the 
provided tool and supply shopping list mostly complete I was ready for the clinic. Jack Ellis was 
an excellent instructor.  However, as a student, by lunch I was several steps behind and by the 

https://barmillsmodels.com/product/springfield-stations/
https://barmillsmodels.com/product/springfield-stations/
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end of the day I was a DNF, did not finish.  But I was inspired watching Jack work, so I was 
determined to finish. 
 

 
 
Prep work before the clinic was to paint or prime all parts. I wanted to paint my station PRR 
Depot Buff and Maroon.  Krylon Camouflage Desert Sand and Tamiya Maroon were 
reasonably close matches for the Pennsy colors.  I used Folk Art maroon acrylic to brush paint 
the finer details.  I ran into trouble with the station platform because in the midnight hour before 
the clinic, I sprayed it with the sand paint.  Jack treated his platform with India ink wash but I 
really wanted to stain mine. 
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With the provided self-stick neutral color roof shingles, Jack turned his to slate with an India ink 
wash.  However, I wasn’t happy with my first attempt with this technique, so I ordered some 
Bar Mills slate shingles already the color I wanted. Once they were glued down, I was much 
happier with the result.  Following Jack’s directions I made the copper flashing, and that was a 
success.  During the clinic Jack also reminded us to add mortar to the chimney and paint the 
interior black.   
 
The roof is intended to be glued to the building, but if the building is then glued to the platform 
there is no interior access.  So I made the roof removable.  My first attempt with the tracing 
wheel to put down nail holes on the wood platform was unsatisfactorily clumsy.  So I ordered 
scribed sheathing from Northeastern Scale Lumber.  I went with a wider plank and enlarged 
the platform and created a tracing wheel jig. This second attempt was much better. The 
Northeastern wood had a nice open grain and took dark walnut, my favorite stain, well.   There 
is a three course brick foundation below the platform.  If the railroad track is on cork roadbed 
then the station and platform will need to be raised 3/16”, the height of the roadbed. 
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With the station assembled, it still appeared lifeless until I placed details from the kit, added 
some people not included in the kit, and parked a Matchbox 1947 Chevy Forest Service truck 
next to the platform.    
 

 
 
A station needs a name and I wanted this structure to represent the long-gone Struthers 
station on the East Side of Warren.  It was originally built by the WNY&P railroad which was 
later acquired by the PRR by 1915.  Struthers was still listed on a PRR timetable as late as 
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1934. I’m working on modeling Warren, PA railroading, taking a liberty and suspending the 
reality of the PRR Salamanca Branch being broken with construction of the Kinzua Dam. 
Photos of the Struthers station are hard to find, however I like the picturesque station that 
stood at Kinzua (https://www.west2k.com/pastations/warrenpa.shtml) along the same railroad 
line and was similar in outline to the Struthers station.  I found a map 
http://www.historicmapworks.com/Map/US/12454/ of East Warren, one that showed T. 
Struthers owning land along where the Struthers station was, and where Crossett, War 
Memorial Field, and the YMCA are today. 
  

 
 

Note from the editors: If you are working on a project, take some cell-
phone pics and write a short paragraph about it. Send it to us and you 
too can be published in a future issue of “Builders Plate”! Remember, 
there’s no “Builders Plate” without “U” in it! Don’t forget, submissions to 
the “Builders Plate” can also count towards your Model Railroad Author 
AP Certificate. As an example, using the criteria for the Author AP 
Certificate, Lee’s above article with photos would garner 2.5 points 
towards the Author award. 
 

 
“Until next time, keep ‘em polished!” 

 
 
 
The Builder’s Plate © 2021 is a publication of Division 12, Mid Central Region, NMRA. All opinions expressed are those of the authors and do 
not necessarily reflect those of Division 12, the MCR, or the NMRA. 
 
Current editors: Mike Hauk and Bill Schopf.  
 
Direct all comments, suggestions and corrections to: buildersplate@div12mcr.org 

https://www.west2k.com/pastations/warrenpa.shtml
http://www.historicmapworks.com/Map/US/12454/
mailto:buildersplate@div12mcr.org

