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Superintendent’s Letter  

 
 It was very nice to have an in-person meeting in June, though I wonder if we 

would have had more participants if it had been held via Zoom. We only had ten members 
show up in person and one guest. The guest just happened to be the new MCR president 
Dave Neff. Dave talked about next year’s tri-regional convention in Indianapolis, Indiana.  The 
Midwest, North Central and Mid Central regions of the NMRA as well as the Railroad Prototype 
Modelers (RPM) Conference are sponsoring this convention. This combined convention will be 
four days of clinics, layout tours, operating sessions, and more! Here is the link to the 
convention website https://www.indyjunction2022.org/ . 

 
Your board of directors really needs to hear from all the membership regarding how you 

want to meet going forward. With the success of virtual meetings, we are considering adding a 
January meeting to our schedule. We normally take the month of January off due to weather. It 
is possible our February meeting would also be virtual. 

 
 We are planning a “make and take” clinic this winter that would cover several 

meetings. This would be a virtual clinic presented by Clark Kooning on building a cast plaster 
building. This is something that should appeal to beginners as well as more advanced 
modelers. Doug Sandmeyer will have more details on this project. 
 

We also need to hear from you regarding what clinics you would like presented at our 
meetings. Beginner questions are welcome and wanted. 

 
Continued on page 3 ! 
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Next Membership Events: 
 
Our next membership gathering will be held on Saturday, July 10, 2021 starting at noon 
at the Meadow at the Venango General Store. While we may have some brief 
announcements, this is basically a social gathering. We will be ordering off the menu with 
separate checks at the venue, but meeting and eating outside. Family or guests are 
welcome.  
 
Please contact Lee Farnsworth at social@div12mcr.org by Thursday, July 8 if you are 
planning on attending, so he can finalize the numbers with the Venango General Store. 
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Division 12, MCR, NMRA, Inc. 

   The Alleghany Western Division: 
Expanding your model railroading horizons 

 
Please visit our website: www.div12mcr.org 

 

Or  NMRAAlleghanyWesternDivision 
Meetings 
As face-to-face membership meetings return, they typically include announcements and limited 
business; “Modeling Question” and “What’s On Your Workbench” during which members share 
what they have been working on; and educational model railroad related programs, 
presentations, or clinics.  
 
NMRA: https://www.nmra.org/   
Mid Central Region: http://www.midcentral-region-nmra.org/ 
Division 12 Superintendent: Superintendent@div12mcr.org  
 

Officers and BOD 
Superintendent: Brad White — superintendent@div12mcr.org 
Assistant Superintendent: Mike Hauk –– ap@div12mcr.org 
Clerk/Treasurer: Dave Ellis — clerk@div12mcr.org 
Board of Directors: Rob Bennett, Doug Sandmeyer, Chris Mincemoyer 

Committee Chairs  
 
Social: Lee Farnsworth – social@div12mcr.org 
T-Trak & Clinic: Doug Sandmeyer – ttrak@div12mcr.org 
Web Editor: Chris Mincemoyer – webeditor@div12mcr.org 
Operations Coordinator: Dale Desser – operations@div12mcr.org 
Achievement Program: Mike Hauk – ap@div12mcr.org 
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Superintendent’s Letter (Continued) 
 
 We are planning one or two meetings away from the Trolley station in Cambridge 
Springs later this summer and into fall. Ops-sessions are resuming, so watch for 
announcements in the coming months. I am working on an all-day trip to the Cleveland area to 
operate on two layouts the same day. If any other members have a layout or know someone 
who would like to host an ops-session for our division members, please contact me. 
Superintendent@div12mcr.org 
 
 I can report that several division members have stepped up to start filling some of Dave 
Ellis’s roles. Dale and Brenda Desser will be taking over the treasurer position and Mike Hauk 
will be the new newsletter editor. The Clerk position is still open. This is a key roll in our 
division, as this position makes sure that information gets out to our members. 
 
 Lastly, I have an update on the Erie Train Show. The date has been moved to October 
31, so mark that date on your calendars. We will need volunteers to help with the show.  
 
 Happy Model Railroading! 
 
 Bradley White 
 Division 12 MCR NMRA 
 Superintendent 
 

 
Division 12 Upcoming Events 
 

July: Membership Social Meeting: July 10. Lee has reserved the Meadow at the Venango 
General Store for a summer picnic-type gathering.  

Summer and Fall Membership Meeting details are still in flux at this time. As we return to in-
person meetings, hybrid meetings and alternate sites are being explored. 

November: Erie Train Show: Sunday, October 31, 2021 at Rainbow Gardens in Erie.  

Upcoming Meeting Programs  
 
To ensure that the membership meetings are of value, please let the leadership know 
what you would like to see in upcoming meetings by communicating directly with 
officers or board members.  
 
 
 
The Builder’s Plate © 2021 is a publication of Division 12, Mid Central Region, NMRA. All opinions expressed are those of the authors and do 
not necessarily reflect those of Division 12, the MCR, or the NMRA. 
 
Current editor: David Ellis and current Copy editor: Renee Reilly 
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Upcoming Model Railroad Events 

 
July 6–10, 2021: Rails By The Bay.  Information and registration for virtual convention at: 
 http://www.pcrnmra.org/NMRA2021/ 
 
July 24–25, 2021: Greenberg’s Great Train and Toy Show, Monroeville Convention Center, 
 Monroeville, Pennsylvania 
 
September 10–11, 2021: Mid Atlantic Railroad Prototype Modelers Meet. Information and 
 registration at: https://www.marpm.org/ 
 
October 8–11, 2021: NER Regional Convention. Information at: 
 http://www.millcity21.org/ 
 
October 21–24, 2021: MER Regional Convention. Information at: 
 https://mtclarejct.com/ 
 
October 23–24, 2021: WNY (Western New York) Layout Tours. Non-NMRA layout tours in 
 Niagara and Erie Counties in New York  
 
 

 

     
 
 
This convention is being sponsored by the Midwest, North Central, and Mid Central Regions of 
the NMRA. This combined convention will be four days of clinics, layout tours, operating 
sessions, and more! The convention will be held at the Indianapolis Marriott East Hotel and 
Convention Center. Hotel rates and reservations will be available in the near future.  
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To sign up for updates you can subscribe to their mailing lists at: 
https://www.indyjunction2022.org/ 
 
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 
The RPM Conference has joined with the NCR, MWR, and MCR to bring to model railroaders 
Indy Junction 2022 from May 18 –22, 2022. 
 
Some details of what that means for Indy Junction 2022 attendees 

• The RPM Conference has a twenty-seven year history in the Chicagoland area, and will 
be bringing the best features of those events to Indy. The group is looking forward to 
being back in person and celebrating the camaraderie of model railroading by sharing 
information and modeling techniques. 

• The heart of RPM Conferences is presentations and there will be a full slate of thirty-
plus presenters planned to run three to four at a time. This will be in addition to all the 
NMRA clinics. Attendees can attend all clinics on the same ticket. 

• All convention participants will have access to all convention activities, with the single 
exception of the NMRA judged contests, which are open to NMRA members only. 

• The RPM Conference will have an open model display room, a feature of all RPM 
events. In addition, the Modutrak display layout and other RPM Conference displays 
from RPM Chicagoland events will be present. 

• The NMRA clinics will be primarily in the morning and most evenings with the afternoon 
available for layout visits and operating sessions. 

• The RPM clinics will be morning, afternoon, and some evenings. Those attendees who 
do not wish to travel or operate can attend the afternoon RPM clinics. 

• A Friends of the Freight Car dinner is planned as part of the RPM style activities. 
Dinner, with a feature presentation, is planned for this event. 

 
That’s some great news for all Indy Junction 2022 attendees. 
 

 
 

  
 
Division 12 June Meeting  
   
The membership of Division 12, MCR, NMRA met in person at the Cambridge Springs Trolley 
Station with a call to order at 10:15 AM on Saturday, April 10, 2021. The following members 
were present: Rob Bennett, Bruce Bloomster, Dale Desser, David Ellis, Lee Farnsworth, Mike 
Hauk, Chris Mincemoyer, Doug Sandmeyer, Bill Schopf, and Brad White. Also joining us was 
Dave Neff, Region President.  A quorum (at least ten members) was established with ten 
Division 12 members present. 
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Announcements 

• Brad White introduced Dave Neff, who described the upcoming tri-regional 
convention, scheduled for May 18–22, 2022 in Indianapolis. Brad also gives a 
description of the convention in his Superintendent’s Letter, and additional details are 
in the Upcoming Events section of this Builder’s Plate. Dave did mention that in return 
for giving clinics, free registration will be offered. He also noted that with a single 
registration all NMRA and Chicagoland RPM activities are open to all.  

• Brad mentioned that Bill Schopf’s article on Rob Bennett’s swing bridge was published 
in the June edition of Railroad Model Craftsman. He also mentioned that an article by 
Rob Bennett from the Builder’s Plate was mentioned in the NMRA Magazine. 

• Doug Sandmeyer mentioned the possibility of Clark Kooning giving a virtual hands-on 
clinic in January/February on building a small Downtown Deco Hydrocal kit. Clark has 
presented this clinic as a “modeling with the masters” clinic at past conventions, so 
this would be a real opportunity. Participants would order their own “First Timer Bar” 
kit (DD1053) and then follow along with Clark’s tips and tricks.  

• The treasurer, Dave Ellis, reported on our current membership at thirty-seven 
members including the five registered spouses. He also reported that we have 
$594.01 in the “convention” account and $2,818.69 in the “regular” checking account 
at the time of the meeting.  

 
Program #1 
 
We had a long and fruitful discussion about what the membership would like to see moving 
forward.  

• Many expressed interest in developing hybrid meetings – where we would meet in person, but 
also are able to meet virtually for those located a distance away. Several members suggested a 
seasonal approach thinking that in-person was preferable during good weather and that virtual 
meetings would be preferable during the winter season.  

• In terms of program content, we discussed our wide range of experience; perhaps reviewing 
simple things would be of benefit to all ranges of modelers. Use of an NMRA gauge and 
reviewing of turnout best practices were both discussed as examples.  

• Another program idea put forth was to have joint meetings with the Lakeshore Model Railroad 
Association (LMRA) with use of airbrush as a possible topic. Related to this, we discussed the 
possibility of Division 12/NMRA being an umbrella organization for the area’s hobbyists.  

• One suggestion was that the division and/or LMRA present a clinic or clinics for the progression 
of a model railroad at the Rainbow Gardens (Erie Train Show). 

• When pressed into a show of hands, interest in having a meeting or just a gathering in 
Salamanca at the museum or Dunkirk at the fairgrounds with the Alco locomotive was 
universally expressed. Setting up operations-session trips or experiences was also discussed.  



 
 
 

7 

• A definite interest in apparel orders was expressed, but the pertinent action steps have not yet 
taken place.  

 
What’s on Your Workbench? 
 
Several of our members brought examples to share what they had been working on:  
 

 
 
Chris Mincemoyer brought two craftsman kits that he built from the Fos Scale Models “Kit of 
the Month” series seen in the photo above.  

 
Dale Desser brought several items. Here, in this 
photo, he is describing the process he went through 
to paint the retaining wall sections that he brought. 
He also brought a building and the completely 
scratchbuilt crane seen in the upper left corner of 
the photo above.  
 
After the meeting, Dave Neff contacted Brad to 
compliment Dale on the scratchbuilt crane and 
suggested that he should bring it to the next regional 
event for merit scoring. 
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Mike Hauk brought in 
some of the cable reels 
that he has been 
working on during the 
Thursday night 
modeling sessions we 
have on Zoom. He 
described how he made 
the decals for the 
Paulsen Wire Rope 
Company, shared the 
GCLaser kit that he 
used for the structure of 
the reels, and also 
shared a document 
showing the prototype 
bracing used to ship 
cable reels on flatcars.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Bill Schopf brought in one of the vintage 
kits he has been building. This one is a 
Twin Water Tank kit based on a prototype 
in Bagby, California. He shared with the 
membership how building fixtures or jigs 
helped in the modeling process in building 
this kit, with its complicated angles in the 
support structure.  
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Brad White also shared one of the 
projects he had worked on during 
the Thursday evening modeling 
gatherings we host on Zoom. Brad 
shared with the group the simple 
weathering techniques that he 
used on the Blair Line loading dock 
and loading ramp.  
 
While this is more of an editorial 
comment than a point made by 
Brad, these are really nice looking 
kits that are good first-time wood 
kits for anyone looking to get into 
building laser kits. In addition to 
going together relatively easily, 
almost any railroad of any era 
could use these on a team track or 
along an industry’s spur.  
 
 
 

 
Doug Sandmeyer shared the 
work he has been doing 
kitbashing and customizing 
passenger cars for his railroad. In 
addition to changing the size of 
the combination car in the front, 
he has added details, an interior, 
and decals. In keeping with the 
developing theme, this is another 
project that has developed over 
the weeks on the “Thursday 
Modeling Night” on Zoom.  
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Program #2 
 
Due to the length of our discussion about the direction of division meetings moving forward, we 
cut Mike Hauk’s presentation on weathering with artist’s oils short, as the time for the optional 
lunch gathering reservation was rapidly approaching. He went through his PowerPoint, but he 
chose to forego the hands-on portion. We will try to include the hands-on weathering with artist 
oils another time. His notes for the presentation are posted on our website:  
https://www.div12mcr.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Weathering-with-Oils-Clinic-Notes.pdf 
 
For the Good of the Order/Further Discussion:  
 
We discussed the possibility of a short survey going out to the membership concerning the 
membership meetings containing: 
What do you like, what don’t you like, what do you want to see?  
 

Submitted by David Ellis clerk@div12mcr.org  

 
 
 
Good food and 
conversation on the porch 
at the Venango General 
Store after our Division 12 
June meeting. 
 
Left to right: Dale, Brad, Mike, Chris, 
Bruce, Lee, Rob, and Dave 
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MICRO NEWS 
 Doug Sandmeyer 
 
Some time ago a discussion ensued instigated by Nick Ozorak and his presentation on the 
“Box File” layout he was working on.  The little layout generated a fair amount of interest and 
discussion.  Since then things in the micro world seem to have quieted down, that is until now.  
It has come to my attention that a new modeling publication named “The Micro Model Railway  
Dispatch” exists aimed at the Micro Model Railway designer, builder, and enthusiast.  The 
current issue can be found and downloaded from Dropbox.  It is designed and edited by Ian 
Holmes who with Tom Conboy also hosts a podcast called Cartel Conversations. 
The address is: 
Micro	Model	Railway	Dispatch 
https://www.dropbox.com/.../AAAxyOu9VECNQk71Ll3j2zGka...	
(The	editor	is	unable	to	get	a	link	to	work	in	the	published	version	of	the	Builder’s	
Plate,	but	if	you	Google	“Micro	Model	Railway	Dispatch”	you	can	follow	the	links	to	
their	Facebook	page,	which	has	links	to	both	the	first	issue	and	the	Podcast.)	
It’s	my	understanding	you	don’t	need	to	have	a	Dropbox	account.		Open	the	link	in	a	web	browser	and	
download	the	pdf.	
	
Good	luck,	I	think	Dave	might	say,	“It’s	a	deep	rabbit	hole.”	

 
 
Vallejo Hobby Spray Matches 
 Provided by Rob Bennett 

Hobby Spray  Model Color-Game Color  

28.001 Panzer Yellow  70.978 Dark Yellow  

28.002 Panzer Grey  70.862 Black Grey  

28.003 Russian Green  70.894 Camouflage Olive Green  

28.004 UK Bronze Green  70.897 Bronze Green  
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https://acrylicosvallejo.com/en/hobby-color-charts/ 
This is a link to all of Vallejo's color charts including Hobby Spray 
 
 
Final Note From the Editor 
 Dave Ellis 
 
As this is apt to be the last issue that my copy editor (aka Renee, my wife) and I put out 
because of our impending move, I just wanted to say again that the success of the Builder’s 
Plate is largely due to the submissions that members of Division 12 contribute. I am sure that 
Mike and Bill will do a great job taking over, but only if members continue to contribute content. 
In a somewhat sappy paraphrase from the first president that I remember, “Ask not what your 
division can do for you, ask what you can do for your division.” 
 
While the new editors may change a few things, please continue (or even start) contributing 
when the word goes out for submissions. Working in Word and then distributing the newsletter 
as a PDF, I have found that minimally-formatted Word documents attached to an email along 
with separate photos in JPEG format also attached to the email work best. Unless they switch 
to a different application (Publisher is a possibility that I never explored), I suspect this will 
continue to be true.  

28.005 US Olive Drab  70.887 Brown Violet  

28.006 German Field Grey  70.830 German Field Grey  

28.007 Russian Uniform  70.924 Russian Uniform  

28.008 English Uniform  70.921 English Uniform  

28.009 US Khaki  70.988 Khaki  

  

28.013 Bone White  72.034 Bone White  

28.022 Dead Flesh  72.035 Dead Flesh  

28.029 Gory Red  72.011 Gory Red  


