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Superintendent’s Report
November is still National Model
Railroad month, but this year is going to
be a little different. No division layout
tours and few clubs are open to the
public. I am happy to hear that the
Lakeshore Model Railroad Association
will be having two one-day open
houses and Division 12 will have a
display table there on both days. The
club’s open houses are Saturday
November 21 and Saturday December
12 from10 AM to 2 PM at the clubhouse in
the lower level of Eastminster
Presbyterian Church, Erie, Pennsylvania.
On October 23 I attended the
virtual MCR BOD meeting. The major
item on the agenda was the
nomination of new officers. As there
was only one person nominated per
office, the election was conducted by
proclamation. Dave Neff, from Division
5, will be the new Region President
taking over at the May Convention.

Division 12 was also recognized at
the meeting as one of the few divisions
in the region that managed to expand
its roster during the pandemic. Most
other divisions have seen a decrease in
their membership since the first of the
year.
One last cancelation for 2020 is
our division Christmas gathering at
Hoss’s Restaurant. Let us hope this is the
last thing that gets canceled.
I hope all of you have a Happy
Thanksgiving and have fun playing with
trains. It is our month.
Happy Model Railroading!
Bradley White
Division 12, MCR
Superintendent

Next Membership Events:
Our next membership meeting will be a Zoom meeting scheduled for Saturday, November
14 from 10:00 AM until 12:30 PM. An invitation to the meeting will be sent out to Division 12
members and friends along with this newsletter. Tentatively, we will have several short
presentations and general discussion. Please consider sharing a modeling question and/or
a brief description of what you have been working on. One approach is to use the screensharing feature of Zoom to share photographs of your project from your “desktop.”
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Officers and BOD
Superintendent: Brad White —
superintendent@div12mcr.org
Assistant Superintendent: Mike Hauk –
ap@div12mcr.org
Clerk/Treasurer: Dave Ellis —
clerk@div12mcr.org
Board of Directors: Rob Bennett, Doug
Sandmeyer, Chris Mincemoyer

Division 12, MCR, NMRA, Inc.
The Alleghany Western Division:

Division 12 Upcoming
Events

Expanding your model railroading horizons
Please visit our website: www.div12mcr.org

Or

November: Membership Meeting: November
14 from 10:00 AM – 12:30 PM on Zoom.

NMRAAlleghanyWesternDivision

November: Attending Lakeshore Model
Railroad Association’s Open House

Meetings
Membership meetings typically include
announcements and limited business;
“What’s On Your Workbench,” during which
members share what they have been
working on; and educational model
railroad related programs, presentations, or
clinics.

December: Christmas Party at Hoss’s Steak and
Sea House in Erie cancelled this year due to
COVID-19.

Upcoming Model Railroad
Events

NMRA: https://www.nmra.org/
Mid Central Region:
http://www.midcentral-regionnmra.org/
Division 12 Superintendent:

Links to additional upcoming model railroad
events as they develop can be found on the
Division 12 Website: http://www.div12mcr.org
At this point in time, it is advisable to doublecheck any in-person public events as public
health considerations are in flux.

Superintendent@div12mcr.org

The Builder’s Plate © 2020 is a publication of Division 12, Mid
Central Region, NMRA. All opinions expressed are those of
the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of Division
12, the MCR, or the NMRA.
Editor: David Ellis
Copyeditor/Proofreader: Renee Reilly

•

The November Erie Train Show has been
cancelled due to COVID-19.

•

Virtual PRR Day November 7th! An all day
Zoom session with presentations about the PRR!
Registration at http://www.prrths.com/

•

Lakeshore Model Railroad Association’s Open
House on Saturday, November 21 from 10:00 AM
– 2:00 PM at 2320 East Lake Road, Erie.
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23. We hope everyone will enjoy the
ride on the Northern Express. The
convention name comes from the
PRR overnight train between
Harrisburg and Erie, Pennsylvania. Its
counterpart was the Southern
Express which had connections to
New York City, Baltimore and
Washington DC.
The Ambassador Banquet
and Conference Center,
conveniently located at I-90 and
Route 19 in Erie, will be our host for
the Northern Express. The
Conference center has two hotels
attached, a Hilton and a Marriott.
Blocks of rooms are available in
both hotels with a convention rate
of $129.00 per night. The hotels are
now taking reservations.

Excerpts from
Superintendent’s 5/24/2020
MCR Convention report

Both hotels include several
amenities such as a ten percent
discount to numerous nearby
restaurants and a discount to the
Splash Lagoon Indoor Waterpark
Resort across the street. (Kids will
love this place!) Free parking is
included, which the Division 12
convention committee understood
to be a rather important
consideration. The hotels also
provide a free airport/train
station/casino shuttle.

We would like to invite
everyone to the 2021 MCR Regional
convention in Erie, Pennsylvania.
The dates are May 20 through May

Here are some updates since our
last report:
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Scheduled tours as of October
10, 2020
• A two-hour tour of historic
Union Station including lunch
at the BrewErie at Union
Station
• Wabtec (former GE
Locomotive Works)
• Northeast wine country tour
Self-guided non-Railroad tours:
• National Comedy Center in
Jamestown, New York, home
to Lucille Ball Desi Arnaz
Museum (forty-five minute
drive)
• Erie Art Museum
• Erie Maritime Museum
• Tom Ridge Environmental
Center

Winery Tour: $45.00
4. Build a T-TRAK all-day clinic:
$40.00
5. Convention shirts: $30.00 –
35.00
6. Convention Car: $22.00
N-Scale T-TRAK: Bruce
DeMaeyer will be coordinating
the N-Scale T-TRAK layout for
the convention.
We have received the
information from Steve
Zapytowski for the model
contest.
Division 12 has commissioned
on original watercolor painting
to be raffled off the night of the
banquet.

Northern Express Registration
and Extra Fare
Per budget August 2020
1. Early Registration: $85.00,
Late Registration: $90.00, Family
Registration: $30.00
2. Banquet: $40.00
3. Bus Tours: Wabtec Tour:
$60.00, Union Station Tour:
$45.00,

Tickets for the raffle are one for
$5.00, three for $10.00 and ten
for $25.00. We had hoped to
start selling tickets at the Steel
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City Express; we are still working
on an alternative.
We are also still in need of
clinicians for The Northern
Express.

members have questions, please
submit them to Brad ahead of
time, so that he can add them to
the agenda.
•

He also mentioned that we are
finalizing a wine bus tour and a
self-guided tour to the Comedy
Center in Jamestown, New York for
the Northern Express in May.

•

Also mentioned was that Gordy
Robinson from NMRAx is running for
president of the NMRA in next
year’s NMRA election.

•

Several upcoming railroad events
were mentioned:
o Painesville Station’s Model
Railroad Garage Sale;
o Virtual PRR Day
November 7th! An all day
Zoom session with
presentations about the
PRR! Registration at
http://www.prrths.com/
o Lakeshore Model Railroad
Association is holding
several open houses with an
open invitation to Division
12. Details are elsewhere in
the newsletter.

At this time Layout tours and
Ops-session are TBD.
Thank You
Bradley White
Alleghany Western Div. 12 MCR
Superintendent

Division 12 October Meeting
The membership of Division 12, MCR,
NMRA met virtually on ZOOM at 10:00
A.M. on Saturday, October 10, 2020. The
following members were present: Rob
Bennett, Bruce Bloomster, Dick Bradley,
Dale Desser, Larry Dodge, David Ellis,
Lee Farnsworth, Kevin Garben, Doug
Sandmeyer, Bill Schopf, and Brad White.
Also joining us were Matt Goodman
from Division 6 and Wayne Lette from
Division 5. A quorum (at least ten
members) was established with eleven
Division 12 members present.
Announcements
•

Brad again mentioned that the
Mid Central Region board of
directors would be meeting on
Zoom on October 23, 2020. If any

Modeler’s Questions:
Larry asked for suggestions on
troubleshooting his crossover turnouts
that are exhibiting sporadic DCC
connectivity. Checking the gauge
seemed to be the consensus
suggestion.
Brad asked for suggestions on how to
use an Arduino to control a section of
track for simple automated back and
forth. Wayne noted that he used an
Arduino with Reed switches and
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magnets to automate a switchback
section on one of his modules.
Another modeler’s question was
answered by Brad, suggesting that he
has had success attaching cork to his
foam sub roadbed with Dap Dynaflex
230 latex caulk. He uses the same
product to attach his track to the cork.
He then showed a quick slideshow of
progress on his N scale layout.
Three short presentations:
1. Dave Ellis shared a short
presentation on railroad signaling.
It was a basic overview called
Signaling 101; the PDF is available
on the “Presentations” page of
our website:
https://www.div12mcr.org/presentations/

2. Rob Bennett shared a short
presentation on implementing
C/MRI for signaling and layout
control on his model railroad. A
PDF of his presentation is also
available on the “Presentations”
page of our website.
3. Brad White shared a presentation
on using Digitrax equipment and
technology to implement
signaling on his model railroad.

For the Good of the Order/Further
Discussion:
•

Larry mentioned both his technique
for mounting Tortoise turnout motors
under foam insulation board and
how helpful some of Lance
Mindheim’s planning questions are.

•

•
•

Rob discussed the question of super
detailing versus layout quality in
modeling.
Lee brought up questions of layout
realism
Other topics for future discussion
included “goals and how they
changed” and motivation for
operations plans: the how and why
of different folk’s operations style or
system.

Submitted by David Ellis
clerk@div12mcr.org

Mentoring in Division 12
After discussing several approaches to
offering mentoring in the division, we
came up with starting a list of members
who felt comfortable mentoring on
specific topics. To contact the mentors
either email the clerk
(clerk@div12mcr.org) who will forward
your email or contact them directly.
•
•
•
•

Brad White: DCC, Signaling
Dave Ellis: Backdrops
Ed Blenner: Scenery
Doug Sandmeyer: Benchwork,
Wiring, Soldering

Committee Chairs and
Volunteer Positions:

Achievement Program: Mike Hauk
ap@div12mcr.org
Newsletter: Dave Ellis
clerk@div12mcr.org
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Operations Coordinator: Dale Desser
operations@div12mcr.org
Social Committee: Lee Farnsworth
social@div12mcr.org
T-Trak: Doug Sandmeyer
ttrak@div12mcr.org
Webmaster: Chris Mincemoyer
webeditor@div12mcr.org

Playing with trains in TT&TO
Dick Bradley, MMR©

Reading in Maryland and Pennsylvania
RR Historical Society publications I learn
that sometimes a long northbound
freight #31 on its way to York cannot
make the grade into Red Lion. The 2.5%
northbound through Red Lion is the
steepest uncompensated grade on the
Ma & Pa. The highest point on the Ma
& Pa is at the Charles Street underpass
in Red Lion, 911 feet above sea level.
After topping out in Red Lion it’s 8.9
miles mostly down hill to York.
When train #31 stalls at Red Lion a
helper locomotive is sent down from
York. If the long northbound #31 has

cars for switching between Red Lion
and York the train is broken into two
parts. Through cars go north in the first
part with one locomotive. Cars to be
switched are put in the second part
and brought north to York by the other
locomotive with switching done along
the way.
Such a train breaking activity might
offer some play value. In the Yoe
staging on my model railroad I put
together locomotive #20, ten cars and
a caboose with red markers to imitate
train #31. I write a clearance card,
Form A, allowing train #31 to proceed
to Spry. Spry is the staging at the other
end of my model railroad. Then I stop
(stalled) train #31 on the main clear of
the east Pine Run switch.
In Spry staging I put locomotive #22
with white classification signals and a
red marker. I write a form SC order to
move the light locomotive #22 from
Spry to the east end of Pine Run. Both
trains are now within yard limits. Train
#31 is broken in half and green
classification signals are attached to
locomotive #20. #20 moves the front
part forward to make space for #22's
movements. #22 pulls down its white
classification signals and red maker and
couples to the remaining portion of train
#31 ready to do switching. Things are
sorted and I am ready for more train
running.
So far I'm enjoying this play with trains.
Now the fun comes for those working
toward a Dispatcher’s AP: What
paperwork is needed to allow me to run
out of yard limits and complete the trip
to Spry? Get out your Josserand.
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To Name or Not to Name:
A Modeler's Question
Bill Schopf
Now that my lifetime-project
railroad is pretty much a done deal,
lately I'm thinking about what I've done
and why I've done it. There are dozens
of things I'd do differently if I had to do it
over again, but what's new. Everyone
feels that way. I won't tear it down and
start over. At this point in my life that
would be crazy. Besides I kind of like the
way it looks and I've gotten it to
operate okay and it gives me pleasure.
So it will stay.
Except maybe for one thing. How
I named my towns. I'm wondering if the
made-up names of my fictitious towns
are appropriate. In a quick summary,
my railroad – the Baltimore and Lehigh –
is probably what would be called protofreelance. It is point to point and
consists of a fictitious eighty-seven miles
of track running north to south from
Wilkes-Barre to Reading through the
heart of Pennsylvania anthracite
country. The railroad has two mainline
endpoints with real names (South
Wilkes-Barre and North Reading) and
two branchline endpoints with real
names (Hazle and Pottsville). The
railroad breathes coal, coal, and more
coal. There are four large coal breakers
and five large coal retail industries. Lines
of coal hoppers are visible everywhere.
Because of my attraction to coal
railroading in general along with my
love of the architecture of those huge
coal breakers that dotted the
anthracite countryside, I tried to give
my towns names that would suggest

coal and the anthracite region. Thus the
following towns:
•

•
•
•

•

•

•

•
•

Diamond (like black diamonds which
is a common nickname for coal and
the Lehigh Valley's slogan: Route of
the Black Diamond)
Mount Carbon (carbon like coal)
Cokesburg (coke ... a by-product of
coal)
Burnt (coal burns .... okay a bit corny,
but the countryside around breakers
often looks a bit on the burned side)
Sinking Creek (think of subsidence, a
major legacy of anthracite country
geology)
Foul Rift (actually the name of a
small town in the far northeast corner
of Pennsylvania but the name
reflects – at least to me – a mining
atmosphere)
East Centralia and Centralia
Junction (the infamous town
involving one of the worst legacies of
anthracite mining –the underground
fire that could never be put out and
the ending of Centralia,
Pennsylvania – from ashes to ashes
and dust to dust)
Hazle (short for Hazleton, PA located
in the heart of anthracite country)
Lehigh Center (just to give the area
a little of that old Lehigh sound and
zing)

But I'm thinking that maybe – just
maybe – these place names should be
names of real places. The protofreelance, fictitious layout could still be
just that – freelance and fictitious. But if I
made changes, it could run through
real towns in its imaginary journey.
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A look at an old highway map
from the 1940s not contaminated by
the criss-cross of interstate highways
really piqued my interest in change.
Wilkes-Barre is almost directly due north
of Reading by what I have estimated at
eighty-seven miles. Staggered along this
north-south line are some great town
names I could choose from – Cressona,
Minersville, South Tamaqua, Port
Carbon, Shenandoah, Frackville,
Mahanoy City, West Hazleton,
Mocanaqua. I love these names and –
at least to me – they are charged with
the feel of coal and soot and grime.
And they all share the heritage of the
Lehigh Valley and Reading that
(according to the history I've spun)
bought out my bankrupt road in the
late 1930s.
The town elders of Mauch Chunk,
Pennsylvania have given me some
precedent when they changed their
town's name to Jim Thorpe in 1954. I
figure I could follow suit and change
mine too. Or maybe I could pull out the
Mauch Chunk-Jim Thorpe card and let
all my towns have two names – an old
one and a new one. Hmmmmmm.
Here are some changes I'm
considering:
•
•

•

•

North Reading, of course, stays North
Reading
Centralia Junction becomes
Cressona Junction (after Cressona, a
small town just outside Pottsville)
East Centralia becomes
Shenandoah, a town whose history is
steeped in coal.
Mount Carbon becomes
neighboring Mahanoy City.

•

•

•

•

•
•

Cokesburg becomes McAdoo ... just
south of Hazleton, it's one of those
names you just have to love.
Diamond becomes West Hazleton ...
because the Lehigh Valley is closely
associated with Hazleton proper, I'll
place my railroad's main yard just
outside the city limits to avoid
confusion and congestion.
Hazle Junction remains Hazle
Junction and the large coal breaker
named Hazel 49 stays the same ...
now the naming is perfect because
all three are closely situated and
they echo the Hazleton area's long
relationship with the Lehigh Valley RR
Lehigh Center becomes
Mocanaqua, a jig and a jog to the
north-northwest along the
Susquehanna River (and personally,
if I could choose the name of the
town to be born in or live in, it would
have to be Mocanaqua ... I love
that name and geographically it fits
the scheme)
Wilkes-Barre stays South Wilkes-Barre
Sinking Creek, Burnt and Foul Rift (the
three towns on the Sinking Creek
Branch) might remain the same or
have their names changed to any of
the large breakers in the PottsvilleCressona area ... there are tons of
choices here.

While considering these changes,
I thought of some of the layouts of
Division 12 members that I have
operated on. Ed Cronin's Bessemer,
Mike Hauk's S&NY and Brad White's PRR
Chautaqua Branch are all prototypical
and use actual place names – North
Bessemer, Albion, Wheelerville,
Towanda, Rouseville and Corry as
examples. Dale Desser's layout is like
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mine – fictitious with fictitious names
(Brensdale after his and his wife's name,
Cat's Run after you know what, North
Russell after a good friend and Eastport
because it is on the east side of the
house.)

"Pennsylvaniay/anthracitey" feel? Just
how important is this thing we call "feel"
or atmosphere? Does a different feel
make a better railroad or change how
visitors or we view it? Or does it make
one whit of difference?

Dick Bradley's rendition of the
legendary Ma and Pa, his Pennsylvania
and Maryland (P&M), mixes the real
with the fictitious in his town names. His
Yoe, Pa. was actually located on the
Maryland and Pennsylvania line and his
town named Spry, Pa. was slightly offline. He chose fictitious names for his
other towns – Pine Run, Rift Mills and
Knicely – but at least to me they have a
Pennsylvania-Maryland border sound to
them and they help place the railroad.

There are pros and cons. To a
visitor or operator with some knowledge
of the geography of the eastern part of
the state, it might make the railroad's
concept clearer because most people
recognize a name like Hazleton and
have a pretty good idea of where it's
located. On the other hand, for those
who've already operated on the layout,
it might add confusion because it is so
different from their prior experiences. It
might even confuse me because I've
been used to these names for a long
time! And, trust me, confusing me is not
that hard.

Rob Bennett has done something
different and is somewhere in between
the real and the fictitious. He has
named his largest town after his father –
Eugene, which represents Erie. Then he
uses real names like Fairview, Lake City
and Wallace Junction, for example, but
not in their actual geographical
locations. On his railroad schematic
these towns are not even close to
where they are on a real map. Rob has
not bound himself to precise
geographical alignment of places. But
the names help achieve what he is
after – a strong local flavor and the feel
of heavy 1950s PRR railroading along
Pennsylvania's Lake Erie shoreline.
So as they say there are lots of
different ways to skin the cat. Personal
preference, allegiance to the prototype
and plain old imagination all dictate
what we do. But now, I ask myself, what
do I do? If I do make the above
changes, does my Baltimore and Lehigh
now have a more

What it comes down to is
basically this: Do real names or fictitious
names make a difference? Just how
much – and to what degree – can
prototype and fiction blend together?
For those of you planning a railroad,
what are you planning as your choices
for place names?
I am more or less writing this to ask
for feedback from anyone reading this
– whether they be Division 12 members
or members of other NMRA divisions. If
you would – and I hope you will – would
you email any thoughts on this to me.
This is certainly not a make-or-break
issue, but it does circle around
something that I think is overlooked in its
importance to how we run and operate
our railroads. And thanks for listening to
a rather long modeler's question.
My email address is
beschopf@gmail.com.
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Hobby Express

Brick and Mortar Hobby
Stores in Division 12
As the COVID-19 restrictions are
lifted, the local shops could use your
support. When the time comes to visit
them, let them know you are a member
of the NMRA and you learned about
them from the Division 12 newsletter.

Terry’s Train Shop
1739 Foote Ave Ext.
Jamestown, NY 14701
716-397-5545

East Dyke Depot
332 E. Dyke Street
Wellsville, NY 14895
585-593-0005

Bova’s Music and Train Shoppe
31 McClurg Street
Westfield, NY 14787
716-326-6891

Brick and Mortar Hobby
Stores Near Division 12

www.hobbyexpressinc.com
1713 Route 228
Cranberry Twp., PA 16066
Mercer Junction
https://mercerjunction.com
151 North Diamond Street
Mercer, PA 16137

Mercer Junction Closing
Note from the owner below:

At the end of 2020, I will be closing the
shop for good. I do this with mixed
emotions and a sad heart but also with a
sigh of relief. This is NOT due to COVID or
any restrictions placed on businesses. The
shop has grown every year for the past 10
years. In fact, this year has seen record
sales due to custom runs and some very
nice local cataloged items. The number
one factor for my decision is the retirement
of Mike Wolf, owner of MTH. Although I
believe the company will eventually be sold
and product will once again be produced, it
is the lack of product in the interim that has
drawn me to this decision.
Most of my customers and vendors have
grown to become great friends over the
years. This, I believe, is what I will miss the
most. I want to thank you all for the support
I have received over the last 10 years. You
are what has made the shop great! I am
eternally thankful!
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If you are using this time to work
on your railroad, and you find that you
do need essential supplies to finish a
project, check out the NMRA
Partnership Program for online supplier
possibilities.

NMRA Partnership Program
The NMRA Partnership Program is a member
benefit that truly has a tangible payback. The
NMRA has partnered with model railroad
manufacturers of all sizes, giving them exposure
on the NMRA website in return for receiving
generous discounts for NMRA members all year
long. Some provide members with special
codes, others prefer a phone or email order, but
all appreciate the additional business from our
members.
For complete descriptions of the partners, the
discount they offer, and instructions on applying
the discount on your order visit the NMRA
Partnership website
(https://www.nmra.org/partnerships). If you are
not signed in as a member, you will only see a
list of the partners offering the discounts. To see
the instructions on how to apply the discounts
you need to register or log in as a registered
member.

definitely more applicable to where I
am as a modeler right now. My
intention here is to share my
interpretation of some of the clinics as
well as some general takeaways.
The first clinic was by Hunter
Hughson, the nom de plume of one of
the organizers of the event. He
discussed scene planning with paper
mockups as the focus of his layout is on
later operations and photography. He
first delved into the concept of brain
lateralization. While acknowledging that
it is no longer widely held to be as
accepted as it once was, the concept
of brain sidedness with one side
focused on details, analysis, and
planning with the other side focused on
the artistic, intuitive, and impressionistic
can be a metaphor for approaches
folks take even in such endeavors as
prototype modeling.
His home layout is fairly small, one
shelf (about 2’ X 12’ if I remember
correctly) with some staging extending
into a crawl space. He is basing it on
one industry, a large paper plant, on
which he has done a lot of prototype
research which can be seen here:
https://theniagarabranch.wordpress.com/international-

Personal Takeaways From a
Virtual RPM
David Ellis

Last Saturday, October 24, I
attended most of the clinics at Hindsight
20/20 4.0, a virtual RPM meet. Since I
was sitting at my desk, I took notes as I
watched and found many of the clinics
to have some valuable insights (or at
least tidbits for thought) for me. This was
the second of the Hindsight 20/20 meets
that I attended and these were

paper-north-tonawanda/Based

on the research,
he developed a track plan and started
handlaying track. What I “got” from his
presentation was that at that point and
based on planning for future
photography, he “switched sides” and
started drafting with building mock-ups
and colors with more of a focus on the
artistic impression that the layout would
present. While his paper mill model
structures maintained their plausibility,
instead of selective compression he
chose to approach his modeling as
dimensionally compromised and tried
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to scale it into the space available. My
impression was that he was trying to
work artistically rather than analytically.
By using prototype “materials, colors,
and texture” he created a visually welldesigned paper mill setting that will
enhance photography of his modeling
rather than accurately scaling down a
selectively-compressed version of the
“real” thing. While perhaps not for
everyone, his exploration of the
continuum between artistic impression
versus detailed accuracy, both
philosophically and practically,
knocked it out of the park for me!
The second clinic was a layout
tour that Tom Johnson presented on his
Logansport & Indiana Railroad. I have
seen photographs of some of his work
before. He is known for his addition of
realistic details and his realistic
transitioning from backdrop to layout.
For his clinic I will dispense with
aesthetic/philosophical discussion and
instead present a list of advice or
techniques that he presented.
•

•

•

•
•

•
•

Paint the transition from photobackdrop to layout with thinned oil
paints, so the colors blend
seamlessly.
Paint 3D scenery such as Busch corn
plants with the same colors as corn
plants in the photo backdrop.
When painting backdrop to bench
transitions, have all the lights that will
be on the railroad during operation
on. Color shifts with different lighting!
Print the photos for the backdrop on
good quality matte photo paper.
Take photo “safaris” to the area that
one is modeling for both backdrop
imagery and details such as signage.
Include lots of rural scenery in a
railroad with narrow benchwork.
Details matter! Include seasonal and
local color: pumpkins, pop
machines, and gas pumps in his

•

case (with his focus on country stores
in the fall).
Final thought: He thinks of his model
railroad as a three-dimensional
painting.

While a couple of the clinics went
too far into reproducing extremely
accurate models of specific rolling
stock for my taste or ability level, two of
the clinics on rolling stock had general
advice or application to what I model
leading to my interest and note-taking.
Fenton Wells’s clinic on Fruit Growers
Express Consortium reefers had specific
information of interest to me, as the
GN’s Western Fruit Express cars were a
part of that pool. One general piece of
advice that he gave was to find a
photo to model to, as the pooling of
cars made generalizing of details based
on car type or number difficult.
Roger Chrysler presented on
Canadian Pacific 36’ boxcars using
Accurail kits as a starting point. One
general point that struck home for me is
that older cars, while no longer suitable
for interchange, were often used as
MOW cars. His examples of prototype
research and kitbashing, while specific
to CP, suggested techniques I might use
in creating MOW cars for my GN fleet as
well as simple modifications that I might
attempt, such as replacing molded-on
grabs and ladders. He also showed
examples of using chipping fluid or salt
techniques in painting for weathering.
Finally, he added a movie
recommendation for rail action:
Emperor of the North, starring Lee
Marvin.
The final clinic of the virtual meet,
a layout tour of both his older layout
and his new layout, by Bill Schneider
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was fascinating to me as I had seen
photos and been impressed by his
original New York, Ontario, and Western
layout in a small room in his older
farmhouse. With a major remodel, he is
building a much larger layout in his new
basement, at what seems to me to be
“Rob Bennett speed.” My big takeaway
is his development of a ground goop or
Sculptamold-like scenery concoction
using Structo-Lite and Greenfiber
insulation along with latex paint. Both
materials are readily available at big
box stores and relatively inexpensive for
enough to create a lot of scenery!

To publish the Builder’s
Plate we need submissions!
Modeler’s tips, modeler’s projects, the
“Modeler’s Workbench” column, or any other
railroad or modeling related stories make
excellent submissions. Any member can submit
a short article. Share what you have been
working on!
To make our membership meetings less
business-focused and include more model
railroading fun, we also need reports from the
officers and committee chairs submitted to the
Builder’s Plate.
Builder's Plate encourages Division 12
members to share their favorite YouTube videos
or DVDs. The more you share, the more the rest
of us can learn from the modeling masters that
are out there. Give it a shot in the coming
months and tell us what you've been watching
"At the Movies."
Write it up and submit it as a minimally
formatted Word document attached to an
email to clerk@div12mcr.org. Photos are best
formatted as JPEGs. It is very helpful to the
editor to include the JPEGs as a separate
attachment rather than imbedding them into
the document

14

15

