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Model railroad friendships are 
almost always an immediate bond 
when you meet someone new who is 
also in the hobby. This is even truer 
when it happens outside of a model 
railroad event, say at work, school or 
some other non-model-railroad social 
gathering. 
 

This was the case when I met 
John Schweitzer my freshman year of 
college back in 1980. I was working on 
writing code for a computer simulator 
train game, and he was a computer lab 
assistant. We both were modeling a 
relatively new railroad at the time, 
Conrail. We quickly became known as 
the “Blue Brothers” (and not for our 
singing ability) among my other model 
railroad friends. 

 
We spent many days railfanning 

and operating on Harley Smith’s Ohio 

Northern model railroad plus other 
layouts around the Erie area. The two of 
us were fixtures at the Erie Train Show 
until John moved to North Carolina in 
the early 2000s. We were each other’s 
best man at a wedding or two (my first, 
his second). 

 
 Even though John no longer 

lived here, he was very excited about 
the creation of Division 12 and was very 
interested in our growth. This is 
something we had talked about back 
in the 1990s when we had wished Erie 
County was part of Division 5. 

 
The past six or so years John 

would make the trip north every 
summer so we could go operate on the 
Ohio North Railroad or Dale Desser’s Erie 
Eastport & Eastern and even my 
Chautauqua Branch layout. Four years 
ago my daughter and son-in-law 
moved to North Carolina within a few 
miles of John and his wife Beverly. So it 
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was nice that we could get together 
more than just once a year. 

 

 
 

Due to the COVID-19 restrictions 
this past year we were unable to get 
together at my grandson’s birthday 
party, which is over the Memorial Day 
weekend. That Monday morning John 
was on his morning walk and was struck 
by a car. Again due to the COVID-19 
restrictions, I could not go to the 
hospital and see him. He passed away 
a week later. 

 
John’s will left me his entire model 

railroad collection. So the weekend of 
September 18, Dave Bastow and I 
drove to North Carolina to pick up his 
collection. Thirty-six totes and boxes 
came north. 
 

 
 
 
 

Being that John felt strongly 
about what we as a division are trying 
to accomplish, I told Beverly that I will 
sell off most of the items (aside from a 
few things I plan to keep for myself) with 
ten percent of the sales going to 
Division 12 and the balance going to 
her. 

I have begun the process of 
cataloging the collection and hope to 
have a model railroad garage sale 
sometime in late October. It will be 
open to Division 12 members first before 
being opened up to adjoining divisions 
and then to the general public. 
 
Happy Model Railroading! 
 
Bradley White 
 
Division 12, MCR 
 
Superintendent 
 
 
 

 
        
Division 12, MCR, NMRA, Inc. 
The Alleghany Western Division: 
Expanding your model railroading horizons 
 
Please visit our website: www.div12mcr.org 
 

Or  NMRAAlleghanyWesternDivision 
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Meetings 
Membership meetings typically include 
announcements and limited business; 
“What’s On Your Workbench,” during which 
members share what they have been 
working on; and educational model 
railroad related programs, presentations, or 
clinics. 
 
NMRA: https://www.nmra.org/   
Mid Central Region: 
http://www.midcentral-region-
nmra.org/ 
Division 12 Superintendent: 
Superintendent@div12mcr.org  
 

           
                    

Officers and BOD 
Superintendent: Brad White —
superintendent@div12mcr.org     

Assistant Superintendent: Mike Hauk – 
ap@div12mcr.org 

Clerk/Treasurer: Dave Ellis — 
clerk@div12mcr.org 

Board of Directors: Rob Bennett, Doug 
Sandmeyer, Chris Mincemoyer 

 
Division 12 Upcoming 
Events 
 

October: Membership Meeting: October 10 
from 10:00 AM – 12:30 PM on Zoom. 

 

Upcoming Model Railroad 
Events 

Links to additional upcoming model railroad 
events as they develop can be found on the 
Division 12 Website: http://www.div12mcr.org 
At this point in time, few if any public events are 
happening in the tri-state area. 
 

• The November Erie Train Show has been 
cancelled due to COVID-19.  
 

 
 Division 12 September 

Meeting  
 
The membership of Division 12, MCR, 
NMRA met outdoors at the “Meadow” 
space at the Venango General Store 
on Saturday, September 12 from 10:20 – 
11:55 A.M.  The following members were 
present: Rob Bennett, Bruce Bloomster, 
Tim Clint, Dale Desser, David Ellis, Lee 
Farnsworth, Mike Hauk, Bill Schopf, Brad 
White, and Alan Zehe. A quorum (at 
least ten members) was established 
with ten Division 12 members present. 
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Announcements 

• Brad mentioned that the Mid 
Central Region board of directors 
would be meeting on Zoom on 
October 23, 2020. If any members 
have questions, please submit 
them to Brad ahead of time, so 
that he can add them to the 
agenda. 

• He also mentioned that the 
November Erie Train Show has 
been cancelled due to COVID-19 
restrictions. The March 7, 2021 
event is still on and planned for 
Rainbow Gardens.  

• Two other announcements were 
mentioned: The current PRR 
Keystone features the Northern 
Express original watercolor painting 
commissioned for the Northern 
Express convention. Also 
mentioned was that Gordy 
Robinson from NMRAx is running as 
a write-in for president of the 
NMRA. (Since then, it has been 
announced that he will be on the 
ballot.) 

General Discussion:  
 
Moving forward, what does the 
membership want from their 
division?  
 

• With Zoom meetings in the 
foreseeable future, what kinds 
of clinics are the members 
interested in? One possibility 
mentioned is that folks can 
present from a distance; folks 
from outside the division can 
put on clinics. 

• Several members mentioned 
an interest in signaling. 

• Bruce and Brad mentioned 
other advanced technologies 
such as Raspberry Pi and 
Arduino applications.  

• Bill mentioned the resources 
affiliated with the NMRA such 
as op-sig and layout-sig.  

Modeler’s Question: 
Rob asked for suggestions on making 
mortar lines on brick buildings, as he 
was unhappy with the results he has 
gotten so far.  
 
While several options were presented 
(joint compound later sealed with 
Dullcoat, Floquil wash, using a pink 
eraser to remove excess wash from the 
brick faces), a consensus was that using 
Roberts Brick Mortar Formula was highly 
recommended. 
  
Three short presentations:  

1. Bill Schopf shared how he has 
been harvesting Oakleaf 
Hydrangea blossoms to make 
easy and inexpensive deciduous 
trees.              
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2. Rob Bennett shared some interior 
and trackside details that he has 
found to add to the realism of his 
scenes. He shared some Faller 
industrial tools that he has painted 
to add some interest to the interior 
of a structure. 

 

 He also shared some excellent 3-D 
 printed trackside details from a 3-D 
 printer with whom he has been 
 collaborating. 

3.  Bruce Bloomster shared some N-
scale containers that he has 
weathered. Some of them were 
also 3-D printed.  

  
  
Submitted by Dave Ellis 
clerk@div12mcr.org 

 
Mentoring in Division 12 
 
After discussing several approaches to 
offering mentoring in the division, we 
came up with starting a list of members 
who felt comfortable mentoring on 
specific topics. To contact the mentors 
either email the clerk 
(clerk@div12mcr.org) who will forward 
your email or contact them directly. 
 

• Brad White: DCC, Signaling 
• Dave Ellis: Backdrops 
• Ed Blenner: Scenery 
• Doug Sandmeyer: Benchwork, 

Wiring, Soldering 

 

 
Committee Chairs and 
Volunteer Positions:  
Achievement Program: Mike Hauk 
ap@div12mcr.org 
 
Newsletter: Dave Ellis 
clerk@div12mcr.org 
 
Operations Coordinator: Dale Desser 
operations@div12mcr.org 
 
Social Committee: Lee Farnsworth 
social@div12mcr.org 
 
T-Trak: Doug Sandmeyer 
ttrak@div12mcr.org 
 
Webmaster: Chris Mincemoyer 
webeditor@div12mcr.org 
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Social Committee Report 
 
 Lee Farnsworth 
 
The Lakeshore Model Railroad 
Association (LMRA) is planning an 
open house Saturday, November 
21 from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM at the 
clubhouse in the lower level of 
Eastminster Presbyterian Church in 
Erie. Division 12 is invited to join the 
open house, set up an information 
table, promote the Northern 
Express, participate in a T-TRAK 
layout, and sell items as part of 
the White Elephant sale. 
 
For our December 12 Christmas 
Party, I checked with Hoss’s and 
they are open for business as 
normal as can be in Coronavirus 
times.  On their webpage they 
explain how they are meeting all 
the CDC guidelines.  One 
unfortunate Coronavirus restriction 
is the Pennsylvania limit of twenty-
five for an indoor event.  Even if 
they opened the room divider 
and doubled the size of the room, 
the limit would still be twenty-
five.  They think we have enough 
room to socially distance in our 
typical space without opening the 
divider.  Anyway twenty-five is 
about our typical Division 12 
count with members and guests. 
 
Diane and I plan to attend the 
Christmas Party this year.  I would 

like to hear from past Division 12 
attendees to see if they plan to 
attend again this year.  The LMRA 
expressed interest in joining our 
party; actually it has become a 
joint party as there are now six 
members in both groups.  Once 
the Division 12 members have a 
chance to respond, we’ll invite 
the rest of the LMRA to join us until 
we reach twenty-five 
attendees.  It’s too bad we can’t 
just open the divider and fill both 
rooms! 
 
The LMRA also wants to do an 
open house in December, and 
they thought maybe both an 
open house early in the day and 
a dinner party later would be fun. 
I hope to be able to help 
coordinate possible Division 12 
and LMRA events in December, 
and I look forward to discussing 
options with the Division 12 board 
of directors. 
 
Editor’s Note: 
 
Lee asked that his report be 
published in this issue of the 
Builder’s Plate, but as the board 
has not met to discuss his 
proposals as we go to press no 
final decision has been made.  
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Is This Model Railroading??? 
 
 Mike Hauk 
 
Do these look like model railroad tools? 
 

 
 
 Well, unfortunately, sometimes 
they are, IF you want to maintain a 
pleasant environment in which to work 
on your railroad, run your trains, and 
showcase your work for your friends and 
operating crew. 
 
 A recent home-remodeling 
project involved replacing what 
seemed to be acres of ceramic tile in 
our foyer, dining area, kitchen, laundry 
room, garage entryway, and downstairs 
bathroom. Having seen what sort of 
dust this project would generate 
throughout the house, I was very 
worried about keeping that dust off the 
railroad for any number of reasons: the 
dust would dull the scenery already 
completed, it would collect on the roofs 

of structures and rolling stock, and it 
would also collect on the track. 
Cleaning all of these things could be a 
difficult and time-consuming process. 
 
 The solution was a bit laborious, 
but technically easy and relatively 
inexpensive.  
 

 
 
 I used multiple rolls of the thinnest, 
cheapest disposable painter’s drop 
cloths I could find at Lowe’s. These are 
most commonly 9’x12’ in size. Knowing 
the widest part of my layout is 3 feet or 
so deep, and that most of it is 2 feet or 
less in depth, I split the drop cloths 
lengthwise to make two 4’x12’ sections 
each. I then covered the entire railroad 
by taping one long edge along the top 
of the backdrop, and gently draping 
the plastic over the benchwork, with the 
other edge hanging down over the 
fascia.  
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 The flooring project took nearly a 
month, but is finally complete. Dust was 
everywhere throughout the house, but 
especially the ground floor. Cleaners 
hired by the flooring company and my 
wife did a good job getting rid of the 
dust on the ground floor and second 
floor, but the basement was my 
responsibility. Photographs do not show 
it well, but there was a thin layer of dust 
over the plastic sheeting on the layout. 
It was a little difficult to brush aside with 
a fingertip, so I think there might be 
some sort of electrostatic attraction 
between the dust and the plastic – a 
good thing, I believe. 
 
 Before breaking the railroad out 
of suspended animation, I first replaced 
the furnace filter. That too had a fine 

layer of dust on the inflow side. Next, I 
dusted all the shelving in the “family 
room” portion of the basement, and 
vacuumed as much of the carpeting 
and furniture as I could. I figured the 
cleaning process itself would stir up 
some dust, and I wanted to keep that 
off the layout as much as possible. 
Then and only then did I carefully peel 
the plastic off the railroad, taking care 
to stir up as little dust as possible. I was 
very, very careful when lifting the plastic 
from around my train-order boards. My 
nightmare was that the plastic would 
snag these and damage them, and 
repairing them would be a major PITA. 
Luckily, though, the only minor damage 
was a derailed boxcar that resulted in a 
popped-off coupler box cover. Whew! 
Project complete! 
 
 So, in summary, yes, a vacuum 
cleaner, scrub bucket, and Pledge are 
indeed model railroad tools. Not 
glamorous or “fun”, but sometimes 
necessary all the same. 
 
 Now, if I could only remember 
where I left off scenery construction 
way back in June… 
 
 

 
 
Brick and Mortar Hobby 
Stores in Division 12 
 
 As the COVID-19 restrictions are 
lifted, the local shops could use your 
support.  When the time comes to visit 
them, let them know you are a member 
of the NMRA and you learned about 
them from the Division 12 newsletter.  
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Terry’s Train Shop 

1739 Foote Ave Ext.  

Jamestown, NY 14701 

716-397-5545 

 

East Dyke Depot 

332 E. Dyke Street                         

Wellsville, NY 14895 

585-593-0005 

 

Bova’s Music and Train Shoppe 

31 McClurg Street                         

Westfield, NY 14787 

716-326-6891 

 

Brick and Mortar Hobby 
Stores Near Division 12 

Hobby Express 

www.hobbyexpressinc.com 

1713 Route 228                            
Cranberry Twp., PA 16066 

Mercer Junction 

https://mercerjunction.com 
 
151 North Diamond Street 
Mercer, PA 16137 

 

 
 
 
 If you are using this time to work 
on your railroad, and you find that you 
do need essential supplies to finish a 
project, check out the NMRA 
Partnership Program for online supplier 
possibilities. 
 
 
 
 

NMRA Partnership Program 

The NMRA Partnership Program is a member 
benefit that truly has a tangible payback. The 
NMRA has partnered with model railroad 
manufacturers of all sizes, giving them exposure 
on the NMRA website in return for receiving 
generous discounts for NMRA members all year 
long. Some provide members with special 
codes, others prefer a phone or email order, but 
all appreciate the additional business from our 
members.  
 
For complete descriptions of the partners, the 
discount they offer, and instructions on applying 
the discount on your order visit the NMRA 
Partnership website 
(https://www.nmra.org/partnerships). If you are 
not signed in as a member, you will only see a 
list of the partners offering the discounts. To see 
the instructions on how to apply the discounts 
you need to register or log in as a registered 
member.  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
The Builder’s Plate is a publication of Division 12, Mid Central 
Region, NMRA. All opinions expressed are those of the 
authors, and do not necessarily reflect those of Division 12, 
the MCR, or the NMRA. 
 
Editor: David Ellis 
Copyeditor/Proofreader: Renee Reilly 
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Items For Sale 
From Division 12 Members  

 
From Shorty Parker 
 
  
Cabin Creek Mine by B.T.S. is the last 
model left after disassembling my 
layout.  Everything in the pictures goes.  
 

 
 
Included are the mine, the 
powerhouse, and the details.  Also 
included are the conveyor and 
animation including the motor, the 110V 
AC to 12V DC inverter, the variable 
resistor and the switches seen in the 
next photo.   
 

 
 

Any reasonable offer accepted. Call 
me at 814-476-1030.  If I don't answer, 
please leave a message. Also, I will soon 
have a collection of books on eBay.  
 
From Dick Bradley: 
 
For Western Maryland Rwy. Fans: Free 
For Removal! 
 

1. Western Maryland Historical 
Society Publications 

        “Blue Mountain Express” October 
 1981 through Fall-Winter 2003 

2. Calendars: 1982 through 2003  
3. Photograph Prints: twenty seven 

assorted steam locomotives  
 
Dick Bradley  dbradley@atlanticbb.net 
Be the first to come and get them! 
 
From Doug Sandmeyer: 
 
1. Heavy duty power supplies with 12V 
DC and 24V DC outputs from 15 to 50 
amps 
2. Electrolytic capacitors good for 
power supplies or solenoid type switch 
machines 
3. Full size toggle switches, most are 
DPDT on-off-on 
4. Terminals, blocks and strips: AB screw 
clamp and Wago spring clamp 
5. Variac variable output AC 
transformer 
6. Code 83 HO scale flex track, like new, 
300+feet 
7. Lots of HO scale car kits: 
Intermountain, CV, and others 
 
Call Doug with your questions or wants 
and leave a message please. 716-665-
8579 
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Still Working on My  
Model Railroad 
 
 Dick Bradley, MMR© 
 
 
 For the past few weeks it’s been 
back on the ladder again as I complete 
the rural scenery in front of the farm 
backdrop.  The ideas come from 
published photos of Maryland and 
Pennsylvania passenger trains in the 
Long Green Valley of Harford County, 
Maryland.  4-4-0 #6 with an 
RPO/Baggage and a single passenger 
car roll between farm fields.  The fields 
are fenced and there are a few trees.   
 

 
 
 My version tries to capture a late 
spring feeling.  Between the track and 
the backdrop I built a berm from 
Sculptamold.  This new idea to me is 
taken from recent NMRA clinics.  The 
berm does hide the plywood to 
backdrop transition very nicely.  It is 
painted craft acrylic brown and then 
Elmer’s white glue holds down a texture 
coat of Woodland Scenics’ fine earth.   
 
 Trees on the berm are Scenic 
Express Super Trees.  I’m using up the 
dregs of a bushel of Super Trees by 
gluing together sprigs around small 
skewer cores.  The Walthers Goo sets 
promptly to form the small trees.  For 

leaves I use two layers of Scenic Express 
Super Leaf flock.  The first layer is darker 
summer green.  The second thin layer is 
lighter spring green.  The final touch is a 
distant puff from above of Krylon yellow 
spray paint.   
 
 Normally I use hair spray to hold 
the leaves, but I was out of it.  I saw a 
can of Rustoleum clear matte spray 
enamel on the shelf and thought it 
might be good to hold the leaves to the 
trees.  One quick spritz on the first tree 
and the Goo holding the sprigs 
disappeared.  It was as if the sprigs 
never had Goo on them.  And so I 
bought a new can of Aqua Net heavy 
hold unscented hair spray and finished 
attaching the tree foliage in the 
traditional way.  
 
 Trees at the ends of the scene 
hide the transitions at the ends of the 
backdrop.  The trees in the middle of 
the berm both hide a seam in the 
backdrop and partition the long, thin 
berm into distinct sections.  The right 
portion of the berm is covered with an 
assortment of Scenic Express grass tufts 
and a few Noch laser cut paper ferns to 
look like a fallow area.  To the left is a 
fenced row-crop field.    
 
 In the past my post and wire 
fences had problems: the wood posts 
broke and the brass posts bent.  This 
time I used music wire for posts.  The 
posts at the foot of the berm are 0.025 
diameter cut six feet long and spaced 
eight feet apart.  They are buried three 
feet in the plywood and secured with 
super glue.  The wire is black nylon 
thread glued to the posts.  It is one 
tough fence.  The weedy space around 
the fence uses an assortment of Scenic 
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Express grass tufts held with Elmer’s 
white glue.   
 
 The field behind the fence uses a 
small leaf row crop.  It is strips cut from 
Scenic Express Birch Leaf mat.  Before 
cutting I paint the whole mat with craft 
acrylic leaf green.  Elmer’s white glue 
holds the strips in pace.   
  
 In the foreground across the track 
the farming scenery continues.  Here 
the fence posts are 0.032 music wire cut 
into seven foot long pieces.  That gives 
four feet exposed; they are spaced 
twelve feet apart.  The wire is brown 
polyester thread.  For the row crop I use 
Scenic Express spring color Maple Leaf 
Foliage Mat cut into strips.  It does not 
need painting.  Scenic Express grass 
tufts fill in around the edges.  Elmer’s 
white glue holds everything in place.    
 
 I am pleased with the 
appearance of this part of the scenery.  
There’s no new technique here, but it 
does take time to put the pieces in 
place.  And now the blank plywood 
area that I use for stuff is gone. Next it’s 
back to the workbench and the rest of 
the Knisely Insulator Co.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
To publish the Builder’s Plate 
we need submissions! 
 
 Modeler’s tips, modeler’s projects, the 
“Modeler’s Workbench” column, or any other 
railroad or modeling related stories make 
excellent submissions. Any member can submit 
a short article. Share what you have been 
working on! 
 
 To make our membership meetings less 
business-focused and include more model 
railroading fun, we also need reports from the 
officers and committee chairs submitted to the 
Builder’s Plate.  
 
 Builder's Plate encourages Division 12 
members to share their favorite YouTube videos 
or DVDs. The more you share, the more the rest 
of us can learn from the modeling masters that 
are out there. Give it a shot in the coming 
months and tell us what you've been watching 
"At the Movies." 
 
 Write it up and submit it as a minimally 
formatted Word document attached to an 
email to clerk@div12mcr.org. Photos are best 
formatted as JPEGs. It is very helpful to the 
editor to include the JPEGs as a separate 
attachment rather than imbedding them into 
the document.
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