
άLΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǎƳŀǊǘ ƳŀƴΧέ

Model Railroading 
Mistakes: Many Made!

! ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ άƳŀƧƻǊέ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜǎ L ƳŀŘŜ 
and how I attempted to mitigate/fix them. 

Rob Bennett
Alleghany Western Division (Div. 12)
Mid-Central Region, NMRA

Model Railroading Is FUN?? 



Many Mistakes Made-[ŜǘΩǎ [ƻƻƪ ŀǘ ¢ǿƻΥ

ÅBackdrop: Height above layout level

Å/ǊƻǎǎƻǾŜǊǎΥ aƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ άŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭέ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ

Backdropis a scenic issue, relating to blending into the 
ŦƻǊŜƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ LǎǎǳŜ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ άƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎέ 
blending techniques.

Crossoversare an operation issue, resulting in less 
efficient operation and train routing.



Backdrop

Mistake: Too high above layout level-Ϥсέ ƎŀǇΦ 5ƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ 
ǎŎŜƴŜǊȅ ǘƻ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ άǿŀǎǘŜέ ŜȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜ ōŀŎƪŘǊƻǇ ŀǊŜŀ 

Ϥсέ



Backdrop

MistakeΥ aƻǎǘ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴ 9ǳƎŜƴŜ ¸ŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ά{ƘŀǊƻƴ ²ŀƭƭέΦ ¢ǊƛŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǘǊƛŎƪǎ 
to fix- efficacy is debatable!  But, all I could think of given the situation.

άhƭŘ [ŀȅƻǳǘέ ςBefore 
major revisions



Backdrop

Attempted Fix: Background building flats, overlay backdrop images, 
combination of retaining wall with additional backdrop. 


