Membership Meeting Minutes
June 13, 2020
I.

Call to order
Brad White called to order a Zoom meeting of the membership of Division 12, MCR, NMRA
at 10:00 A. M. on June 13, 2020 online.

II.

Roll call
Dave Ellis conducted a roll call by noting who was signed in to the Zoom meeting.
The following members were virtually present: Bruce Bloomster, Larry Dodge, David Ellis,
Lee Farnsworth, Mike Hauk, Jerry Longo, Nick Ozorak, Al Reibel, Doug Sandmeyer, Bill
Schopf, and Brad White.
A quorum (at least 10 members) was established with 11 established members present.

III.

Announcements

Brad White noted that the Buffalo area group that we have been in contact with is now
officially their own division, the Western New York Division, in the Niagara Frontier Region.
He also noted that they would be holding a Zoom meeting the following Friday and asked the
clerk to send out a notice to the membership.
Brad mentioned several items from the MCR and the NMRA. Division 9 from Kentucky is
holding Zoom meetings and finding that a number of folks are attending that don’t normally
attend because of the distance involved. Also from the MCR, an educational committee is
being formed and if anyone is interested they should contact Brad. He asked the clerk to send
out an announcement to the membership. He noted that with the cancellation of this year’s
national convention, as well as the cancellation of the NMRA convention in England in 2022, a
possibility exists that the proposed tri-regional convention in 2022 might become the national.
This is still in the rumor stage, not official! Finally, he noted that the NMRA has changed their
youth and at-risk persons policy. Details of this policy can be found at
https://www.nmra.org/nmra-risk-persons-policy.

IV.

Business

Bill Schopf made a proposal that we meet in person in July at the outdoor space at the Venango
General Store. He was planning to meet with the proprietors after the meeting and get back to the
board of directors who planned to meet the next day for a final decision.

V. Six short presentations: What I’ve Been Working On
1. Rob Bennett presented a PowerPoint including weathering rolling stock, working on
his Sharon station scene, building some kits and sharing some cool details that he
found. His PowerPoint is now posted to https://www.div12mcr.org/presentations/ as
“Div 12 June Meeting.”
2. Mike Hauk shared a PowerPoint on his recent work on the short PRR section of his
railroad including the new bridge over Lycoming Creek. He also posted about this on
his blog, http://snyrr.com/ as “Layout Construction Update 6/14/2020.”
3. Doug Sandmeyer took us on a photo-tour of his Quartz Lake and Galena pointing out
updates, particularly around the “Three Bridge Gorge” with its kitbashed and
scratchbuilt On30 bridges. He has a photo of his carved Styrofoam technique on the
Division 12, MidCentral Region, NMRA Group Facebook page.
4. Brad White shared a PowerPoint with highlights of his new workshop (Or is he
modeling a hobby shop?) as well as some of the saved parts of his railroad and a kit he
is building. He is another of the regular posters to the Division 12, MidCentral Region,
NMRA Group Facebook page.
5. Nick Ozorak shared a simulation that he built in Trainz: A New Era, a train simulator,
based on Gary Hoover’s N&W layout published in the April 2020 Model Railroader.
Nick took us on a tour of the layout inspired by the photography of O. Winston Link
and explained a bit about building a simulation in Trainz: A New Era.
6. Dave Ellis presented a PowerPoint of photos of building an asphalt road for his layout
following the techniques developed by Jerry Leone. He also posted a “how-to”
narrative to his blog, https://gnbranch.blogspot.com/, as “Leone Road.”

VI. Adjournment
Meeting adjourned by Brad White around 12:15.
Minutes submitted by: David Ellis (Clerk/Treasurer) on June 22, 2020
Minutes approved electronically by the board of directors on June 23, 2020

