
 
Membership Meeting Minutes 

March 7, 2020 

I.   Call to order 
Brad White called to order the regular meeting of the membership of Division 12, MCR, 
NMRA at 1:00 PM on March 7, 2020 at the Cambridge Springs Trolley Station.   

II.   Roll call 
Dave Ellis conducted a roll call by providing a sign-in sheet 

The following members were present: Bruce Bloomster, Tim Clint, Ed Cronin, Larry Dodge, 
David Ellis, Lee Farnsworth, Mike Hauk, Jerry Longo, Chris Mincemoyer, Doug Sandmeyer, 
Bill Schopf, and Brad White. 

Also present were several prospective new members and guests: Scott Pelinsky, Mitch 
Pelinsky, Judith Pelinsky, and Ken Ballman. 

A quorum (at least 10 members) was established with 12 established members present. 

III. Announcements 

Brad had the new members and guests introduce themselves. 

Brad read through the upcoming events from the Builder’s Plate and noted that we would have 
tables and T-TRAK at Railfest, he was looking into an operations session at the Ohio Northern 
after the April meeting, and that Doug was planning on presenting a clinic on lighting decoders 
on April 3 at the Division 5 meeting. (Addendum notice from March 19: all of these later 
ended up being canceled or postponed due to COVID-19 mitigation.)  

Brad shared an update concerning the Erie Train Show. First, he thanked the volunteers for 
helping out with the food concessions and set-up for the March 1 show. Then he mentioned 
that the November show would be the second Sunday, rather than the first Sunday of the 
month. Also, the March of 2021 Erie Train Show will be in a new location to be determined 



later. Finally, Brad mentioned that members wanting tables next to division tables at the Erie 
Train Show should contact him, rather than contacting the venue’s promoters.  

Mike Hauk, the Assistant Superintendent, unveiled a framed print of the commissioned 
artwork to be raffled at the Northern Express, the 2021 MCR convention that we are hosting in 
Erie. The artwork to be raffled is an original watercolor by Chris Olden of Train 581 leaving 
the Erie platform. He mentioned that the artist had also created ten signed and numbered prints 
of the painting and that they were available at a reasonable cost. Several were spoken for at the 
meeting, and the membership appeared quite pleased with the artwork.  

IV. Business 

   No questions or comments from members were raised concerning reports published in the 
Builder’s Plate this month. 

Old Business: Dave Ellis brought up the need for volunteers for both the 2020 AWMM in 
September and the need for volunteers for the 2021 MCR convention where despite having 
some leadership help from the region, we don’t know what we don’t know. He mentioned 
several tasks: publishing the “timetable” or convention handout, website development, and 
company store. Brad pointed out that we need some folks to take over being in charge of 
specific “tasks” as well as just being available at the time of the event to lead to successful 
events for the division.  

For the Good of the Order:  

Brad pointed out the NMRA members’ benefits program for the potential new members.  

Doug Sandmeyer reminded members of participation in the T-TRAK layout at the Pittsburgh 
MCR convention (where they have a goal of one hundred modules) requires communication 
with either Bruce DeMaeyer or Doug.   

V.  Modeling Question 

We had one modeling question: Dave Ellis wondered how to prevent bubbles in Woodland 
Scenics “Realistic Water.”  It was suggested that he should not use old and thick product. 
Different products were discussed such as EnviroTex and Gloss Mod Podge. Consensus was 
that modeling water might be a future clinic.  

  

VI.  What’s On My Workbench (the new title of our Bring and Brag segment!)  

Jerry Longo shared a scale model of the Presque Isle Fog Signal Station that he scratch-built. 

Scott Pelinsky shared two under construction scratch-built barges as well as an HO scale 
transfer caboose and locomotive.   

Mitch Pelinsky shared a scratch built coal company lean-to building. 



Doug Sandmeyer shared an O Scale mine tipple and head frame.  

Chris Mincemoyer shared an HO scale diorama including several craftsman kit structures that 
he has been working on. 

Larry Dodge shared a book on and his memories of visiting Bailey Yard, the world’s largest 
railroad yard.  

VII. Programs 

Mike Hauk presented a PowerPoint on static grass, how static grass guns work, different tips 
and tricks, as well as sharing small dioramas showing the results. Then we adjourned to the 
back room where he had a hands-on station set up for members to try several different static 
grass guns and types of flock. The handout to the presentation is posted on our website: 
https://www.div12mcr.org/presentations/ 

  

VIII.  Adjournment   

Meeting adjourned by Brad White around 3:30.  

 

Minutes submitted by:  David Ellis (Clerk/Treasurer)  

Minutes approved electronically by the board of directors  

 


