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 We are about a month from the 
2019 Alleghany Western Mini-Meet 
(AWMM).  
 
 Most, if not all, of the logistics are 
in place for the mini-meet. While we 
have had some members step up, we 
will need others to step forward and be 
the boots on the ground. What we 
need are people to staff the registration 
desk, white elephant sale, modeling 
room, and raffle area. Here is the link 
with the information on volunteering: 
http://www.div12mcr.org/mini-
meet/volunteering/ 

 
 This is our division’s main 
fundraiser. We have pretty much been 
able to function for our startup year 
because of the generous donation from 
Division 5, but that will not sustain us 
forever. If we want to continue as a 
division we will need a strong financial 
base. We have about $1000.00 in fixed 

costs a year. Some members have 
expressed interest in bus trips to visit 
area railroad attractions. I know I would 
like us to be able to do a bus trip. I also 
hope someday Division 12 would be 
able to pay Division 5’s gift forward to 
another division that is trying to get 
started. 
 
 Later in this newsletter is a “Letter 
To the Editor” noting the board 
members and others from the division 
who have already stepped up along 
with what they have done and are 
doing. See if there’s something on the 
list of “still to be staffed” that you can 
take on for an hour or two. And by the 
way, register if you haven’t already. 

 
 This is your division; it’s up to all of 
us to make it function and grow. 
 
Happy Model Railroading 

 
Brad White, Superintendent 
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Superintendent’s Report 

 
Next Membership Event: 
Our next membership meeting will be held on Saturday, August 10 at 10:00 AM at 
the Cambridge Springs Trolley Station. The program will be a “dress rehearsal” of 
two clinics prepared for the AWMM: “Large Power Transformer Basics for Model 
Railroaders,” and “Structure Lighting with NCE’s Light-Its.” The “What’s on Your 
Workbench” segment will continue with members sharing what they have been 
working on. Our Social Committee chair is organizing an optional breakfast 
gathering. Please read his report for the details. 



 2 

 

 
 
Division 12, MCR, NMRA, Inc. 
The Alleghany Western Division: 
Expanding your model railroading horizons 
 
Please visit our website: www.div12mcr.org 
 

Or  NMRAAlleghanyWesternDivision 
 

Meetings 
Membership meetings typically include 
announcements and limited business; 
What’s On Your Workbench, during which 
members share what they have been 
working on; and educational model-
railroad related programs, presentations, or 
clinics. 
 
NMRA: https://www.nmra.org/   
Mid Central Region: 
http://www.midcentral-region-
nmra.org/ 
Division 12 Superintendent: 
Superintendent@div12mcr.org  

 
 

                              
 

Officers and BOD 
Superintendent: Brad White —
superintendent@div12mcr.org     

Assistant Superintendent: Mike Hauk 

Clerk/Treasurer: Dave Ellis — 
clerk@div12mcr.org 

Board of Directors: Rob Bennett, Doug 
Sandmeyer, Chris Mincemoyer 

 
Letter to the Editor 
 
Well, actually this was originally a letter 
from the editor to the rest of the board 
of directors that I have been asked to 
share with the membership:  
 

Looking Ahead 
 
We will soon have T-shirts and hats to 
add to the boxcar kits and white 
elephant donations that are currently 
spread among several members. We 
need to have someone be the 
storekeeper or inventory manager of a 
company store. Having spent hours 
over the last few days on bookkeeping 
for the division and web development 
for the Alleghany Western Mini-Meet 
(AWMM), I am not volunteering to take 
on more responsibilities. I will gladly help 
said person set up a system for keeping 
track of items or sales if they want, but I 
can not take on more responsibilities by 
being that person. If you can think of 
someone, perhaps not already on the 
BOD, to convince to take this on, that 
would be awesome.  
 
Also, as things heat up with the AWMM, 
we need to keep on top of the Northern 
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Express as well. We will need a logo, 
some flyers, and a web presence 
sooner than we realize. We should be 
aiming to have everything ready to 
have a table at the next MCR 
convention and even a small display at 
the AWMM. I'm already feeling a bit 
overwhelmed heading into the AWMM 
and need to step back a bit with 
the Northern Express. Specifically, I 
would really like it if we could get 
someone else to take on the Northern 
Express web development. Just staying 
on top of my roles as treasurer and clerk 
for the division along with the Northern 
Express will be a challenge. 
 
I think that we have done a good job of 
having folks step up and develop 
connections and procedures for the 
Northern Express as we prep for the 
AWMM. Brad has been networking with 
folks outside the division. Rob's 
registration form, volunteer form, and 
task sheet have been working really 
well, and I think, will continue to work 
well moving forward. Doug has 
developed forms and connections for 
organizing clinics that will be a great 
foundation moving forward. Mike has 
done a great job with the raffle prize 
acquisitions. Lee is developing a system 
for volunteer coordination. 
 
I think we are doing well "practicing" for 
the Northern Express, but we all need to 
step up while being careful individually 
not to take on too much. I was just 
looking at the "Timetable" handed out 
at The Bullet, the 2019 MCR convention; 
it had sixteen separate people with 
specific roles in putting on their 
convention. 
 
David Ellis 
 

 
Division 12 Upcoming Events 
 

August: Membership Meeting: 10:00 AM August 
10, 2019 at the Cambridge Springs Trolley 
Station. Program: Modeling electrical 
equipment as large loads, and using DCC 
lighting decoders. 

September: Alleghany Western Mini-Meet 
2019: 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM September 14, 2019 at 
the Ambassador Center, 7794 Peach Street, 
Erie, PA. Information including the registration 
form and initial clinic list is available at 
http://www.div12mcr.org/mini-meet/. 

 

October: Membership Meeting: 10:00 AM 
October 12, 2019 at the Cambridge Springs 
Trolley Station. Program: Mini-Meet after-action 
reflection and ongoing planning for 2021 
regional convention. 

November: Erie Train Show: November 3, 2019 
at Rainbow Gardens. Division 12 will have its T-
TRAK layout, consignment sales, and 
information table, as well as clinic 
presentations. 

November: Model Railroad Tours: November 
11, 2019. Division 12 will have the opportunity to 
visit some non-members’ layouts. We are 
hoping for better weather this year! 

December: Christmas Party: December 14, 
2019 from 1:00 – 4:00 PM at Hoss’s Steak and 
Sea House in Erie again this year. 
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Upcoming Model Railroad 
Events 

 
Empire Junction 2019, Northeastern 
Region NMRA Convention: September 
19-22, 2019, Liverpool Holiday Inn, Syracuse, New 
York.  
 
Liberty Bell Special, Mid Eastern 
Region NMRA Fall Convention: 
October 10-13, 2019, Crown Plaza Hotel, King of 
Prussia, Pennsylvania. 
 

 
 
Links to these and additional 
upcoming model railroad events 
can be found on the Division 12 
Website: http://www.div12mcr.org 
 
Use the search button on the “Welcome” page 
or use the “News/Events” page, either by 
scrolling or clicking on the “Train Shows and 
Conventions” category link. 
 

 

July Membership Meeting 
 
Sixteen members were present at the 
July 13 membership meeting at the 
trolley station at Cambridge Springs. 
 
Brad White shared some notes from 
following the national convention on 
Facebook:   
A. A new committee was formed to 
revamp the NMRA website.  
B. An increase in annual dues (basic 
NMRA membership) from $47.00 to 
$50.00 was announced.   
C. East Coast Circuits is pleased to offer 
the NMRA members a Convention 
special. Save up to 50% off on their line 
of circuits, as well as specials on signals 
and an HO scale crossing signal 
combo. Choose from lighted building 
circuits, traffic light circuits, as well as 
our NEW Crossing Signal Circuits. This 
offer expires on August 11, 2019. 
 
He also shared an update on Buffalo 
area members: several members from 
the Buffalo area were planning on 
meeting with MCR president and 
hopefully NFR president to help 
expedite their search for a new home 
Division/Region. 
 
Before the meeting and during breaks 
Lee Farnsworth and David Ellis collected 
orders and payments for apparel 
orders. David also collected registration 
forms and fees for the Mini-Meet.  
 
For the good of the order: Bill Schopf 
brought a photograph, a copy of 
Shorty’s score form, and an article from 
Railroad Model Craftsman about Shorty 
Parker’s coal dumper, now on display 
at the Maritime Museum of Sandusky.  
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We had two modeling questions: One 
concerned where to locate a second 
booster to an NCE DCC system: would it 
be better near the command station or 
across the room near the enlarged area 
of the railroad. While members had 
seen both done, Dick B. suggested that 
across the room would be better 
because the twisted pair of the DCC 
bus would not have as strong of a 
signal. 
  
The second question from Tim C. 
concerned different natural materials to 
use as tree armatures. Among the 
suggested materials were SuperTrees® 
by Scenic Express, Sweet 
Annie (Artemisia annua), Oak Leaf 
Hydrangea (Hydrangea quercifolia), 
Sedum ‘Autumn Joy,’and Peppergrass 
or Candy Tuft with a possible source for 
the later at Grande Expressions. 
 
Three members brought items for 
“What’s On My Workbench.” 
 
Brad White shared the recent 
installation of a sound decoder and 
speaker in an HO Erie F3.  
 

 
Photo by Doug S. 

Brad also shared that according to the 
recent Dispatcher’s Office, he is the 
“poster child” for aging in the hobby, 
with a smile on his face! Rob Bennett 
shared four weathered pieces of rolling 
stock using the methods he would later 
demonstrate during the program. Doug 
Sandmeyer shared some On18 
equipment including a 3D printed Russ 
Hague design from Shapeways. 
 
The program consisted of three different 
presenters sharing some of their favorite 
weathering techniques and/or 
products.  

 
Rob Bennett, Chris Mincemoyer, and Bill Schopf 
at the presentation table. Photo by Lee F. 
 
One common theme from all three 
appeared to be to familiarize yourself 
with a couple of techniques that work 
for you by experimenting, and then you 
should be able to weather structures or 
rolling stock without spending an 
inordinate amount of time or money. 
 
Rob Bennett shared some Vallejo spray 
cans that he has been trying out, and 
he finds them to be close to airbrush 
quality without the hassle. (For more 
about these, see this month’s Builder’s 
Plate.) He demonstrated the use of 
Vallejo Acrylic Washes and Ammo of 
MIG pigments on some rolling stock and 
small shacks. His favorite colors in each 
line are listed in the July Builder’s Plate.  
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Bill Schopf demonstrated several 
techniques for weathering structures 
and provided a handout for members. 
First, he suggested using an India ink 
and 91% alcohol wash as a primer or as 
a final wash. He also showed some 
techniques for distressing clapboard 
before priming. Next, he showed ideas 
for adding paper signs to buildings-- 
ideas for finding them as well as a 
demonstration for how to sand the 
back of the paper and how to glue it to 
the building. Finally, he demonstrated 
using dry-brushing techniques for walls 
or signage.  
 
Chris Mincemoyer shared some Pan 
Pastels and some weathering pencils 
that he recently obtained from AK 
Interactive. He demonstrated using Pan 
Pastels to kill the plastic sheen and new 
appearance on a black hopper body. 
Then he showed how just a slight 
application of a colored pencil could 
highlight details such as rivets or ladder 
rungs, blend the white heralds, or add 
subtle rust effects.  
 
David Ellis 
clerk@div12mcr.org 

 
T-TRAK Committee Report 
 
The T-TRAK Report for August starts with 
a request for modules.  We are 
partnering with the folks at CMR in 
setting up a T-TRAK display layout at the 
Ambassador Center for the Alleghany 
Western Mini-Meet.  It will be a great 
opportunity to share your work with 
others in the division and visitors from 
neighboring divisions.  The Mini-Meet Is 
only one month away, if you are 
interested in having your module 
included please let me know as soon as 

possible, so that we know how many 
modules we are providing CMR. 
 
On another matter the T-TRAK standards 
group updated the standards and 
recommended practices last month.  
Some of the changes dealt with the 
BUSS wiring, so if you have some time, 
look it over.  I have not had time to read 
it fully so I will not be commenting at this 
time. Check it out at t-trak.org 
 
Doug Sandmeyer     
ttrak@div12mcr.org 

 
Social Committee Report 
 
Good breakfast and conversation were 
shared at the Venango General Store 
before our July meeting.   

 
Breakfast at the Venango General Store before our 
Division 12 July Meeting with Lee, Jerry, and Tim 
 

Another breakfast is planned there for 
8:00 AM before our August 10 
meeting.  RSVP social@div12mcr.org     
by Friday, August 9, and I will make our 
reservation.  

Another order for apparel was placed 
with our vendor, and that order will be 
ready for me to distribute at the August 
meeting in Cambridge Springs.   
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Information on volunteering for time 
slots by location at the Alleghany 
Western Mini-Meet can be found at 
http://www.div12mcr.org/mini-
meet/volunteering/.  Links to the current 
volunteer schedule and to my email are 
also found there.  As I receive email 
from volunteers I will keep the volunteer 
schedule current.  If you haven't 
already, please register and volunteer 
soon.  That will be much appreciated 
because then we will know there will be 
sufficient staff for the event. 
 
Lee Farnsworth  social@div12mcr.org 

 

Brick and Mortar Hobby 
Stores in Division 12 

We have a dearth of train stores here in 
the division. Several that exist are in 
New York State. If you visit them, let 
them know you are a member of the 
NMRA and you learned about them 
from the Division 12 newsletter. 

Terry’s Train Shop 

1739 Foote Ave Ext.                 
Jamestown, NY 14701 

716-397-5545 

East Dyke Depot 

332 E. Dyke Street                        
Wellsville, NY 14895 

585-593-0005 

Bova’s Music and Train Shoppe 

31 McClurg Street                        
Westfield, NY 14787 

716-326-6891 

Brick and Mortar Hobby 
Stores Near Division 12 

If you visit them, let them know you are 
a member of the NMRA and you 
learned about them from the Division 12 
newsletter. 

Hobby Express 

1713 Route 228                            
Cranberry Twp., PA 16066 

724-779-2000 

Mentoring in Division 12 
 
At a membership meeting last fall, we 
discussed several approaches to 
offering mentoring in the division. 
Ultimately, we decided the best 
approach was to keep it simple, or at 
least informal. We came up with starting 
a list of members who felt comfortable 
mentoring on specific topics. To 
contact the mentors, either email the 
clerk (clerk@div12mcr.org), who will 
forward your email, or contact them 
directly. 
 

• Brad White: DCC, Signaling 
• Dave Ellis: Backdrops 
• Ed Blenner: Scenery 
• Doug Sandmeyer: Benchwork, 

Wiring, Soldering 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

In chatting with Bonnie, the 
Treasurer of Division 5, at the Jefferson 
Train Show, she mentioned that Division 
5 kept a totally separate set of financial 
books for the regional convention when 
they hosted in the past and 
recommended that we do the same. 
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Her suggestion was that we even have 
a separate checking account for the 
convention. While it initially seems like 
more work, I don't think it will be. I think 
having a separate journal and general 
ledger will be easier than trying to keep 
everything separate within our existing 
system. It is solid practice to keep a big 
event or program separate. All I can 
find relating to the issue in our 
regulations is the following: 

 
Microsoft Word - Division 12 

Regulations Amended 4_14_18.docx 
 
Article IX, 5. A financial review will 

be performed on any Division 12 event 
that uses a financial accounting system 
that is separate from the Division 12 
financial books. This review is to be 
performed within 90 days of the close of 
the event.  

 
So, I put forth the following motion 

to the BOD in an email, in my role as 
treasurer: 

 
The treasurer is asking for 

approval to set up a separate 
accounting system, including a 
separate checking account, to handle 
all of the financial dealings related 
directly to the Northern Express 2021 
MCR regional convention. If and when 
we start new books, it is understood that 
I will transfer the loan from the region, 
the initial deposit to the Ambassador, 
and any other financial dealings 
dealing exclusively with the regional 
convention to said set of financial 
records.  

 
Mike Hauk seconded the motion, 

and the BOD approved it unanimously 
on July 21, 2019.              
  David Ellis 

 
Getting Ready for 

Operations Sessions:  
Part 1, Rebuilding 

  
Rob Bennett 
 
(Editor’s Note: Next month, Rob will 
present Part 2, The Shakedown Session) 
 
 One area of the hobby I have 
recently gotten more interested in is 
operations. Having a layout where the 
trains just run around in circles is fine, but 
I wanted the layout to be a simulation 
of a real operating railroad. This was 
reinforced when I joined the NMRA and 
started attending operating sessions on 
various Division 12 members’ (and 
others’) layouts. My layout was large 
enough to handle operations, but as 
originally designed and built was more 
of a “railfan the railroad” type of layout. 
To better incorporate operations I 
embarked on a rather extensive 
rebuilding project to better enable the 
operational capability of the layout. 
 

 
New Main staging, showing three "west" tracks 
and storage shelves for fiddle staging 
 
 The major part of the rebuilding 
was adding off-layout staging. Staging 
is a very critical part of enabling 
operations, as one can have trains 
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staged “off layout” that then enter and 
operate across the visible portion of the 
layout. To incorporate staging I added 
a six-track stub-ended staging area 
(three tracks to the “west” and three to 
the “east” with the mainline running 
through). This was added, to the 
exasperation of my wife, to our 
mechanical room that had also 
doubled as tote storage for the various 
knick-knacks and seasonal items we 
had accumulated.  It was a tight fit, but 
it worked out (both physically and with 
my wife!), and I can now stage several 
properly-sized trains ready to enter the 
layout. In addition to staging, several 
shelves with storage tracks were added 
to enable “fiddle” yard work to make 
up/break down trains during an 
operating session.  
 
 There already was a small yard in 
the workshop area, which is going to be 
used as the staging area for a branch 
line. It wasn’t originally intended to be 
used as such, as it was only intended to 
hold rolling stock being prepped for the 
layout, bad order cars, excess storage, 
etc.  
 

 
The new coal dock, a large traffic generator for 
the layout. 
 
 The next major item was the 
addition of a coal dock with receiving 
yard and a locomotive servicing area. 
This required significant planning and 
revision of adjacent areas to allow for 

acceptable aisle space. One complete 
portion of the layout was dismantled 
and redesigned to allow the inclusion of 
the coal dock and locomotive service 
area. I now have the ability to run 
loaded and empty coal trains and to 
add in the requirement for crews to 
take their power “to the house” for 
servicing and preparation for a return 
run. 
 

 
View showing the new coal yard and dock (to 
the left) and Engine facility (far left background) 
 
 The area across the aisle from the 
coal dock/locomotive service area had 
to be completely rebuilt. New 
benchwork was installed and the track 
plan redesigned to incorporate a heavy 
industrial area consisting of a 
Westinghouse transformer factory and 
other heavy industry.  
 

 
In progress view of the new industrial area and 
modified benchwork 
 



 10 

 
All new track was laid and the area is 
now operational, but not yet sceniced. 
  
 The final major hurdle to allowing 
operations was the addition of an 
access swing gate. Due to the room 
design one must cross the layout in 
order to gain access to the layout 
proper. A “temporary” duck under/lift 
out section was used but this would not 
work for the continual ingress/egress 
that would be needed for an actual 
operating session. Also, I am not getting 
any younger and I need to avoid the 
strain of crawling on my knees to 
access the layout. A swing gate was 
designed and installed and now access 
to the layout is easy and much more 
lower back and knee friendly. 
 

 
So many wires! One of the totally revised control 
cabinets being worked. 
 
 Along with all the reconstruction 
work several other “minor” items were 
needed. All new control panels were 
needed for the revised track plan as 
well as the addition of many new 
Tortoise switch machines, new signaling 
wire runs, relocation of the C/MRI 
control nodes, main DCC power bus 
routing, and of course all the new track 
feeders.  
 
 Finally-- after about a year and a 
half-- I was ready to get back to running 
trains. While I had tested the various 

changes/additions as the work was 
underway, would it all work together? 
Would the DCC system, controls, 
trackwork, and turnouts all function 
properly when the entire layout was 
being utilized? Only one way to find 
out-- invite some people over and try to 
break the layout. 
 
 
 

Committee Chairs and 
Volunteer Positions:  

Achievement Program: Mike Hauk 
ap@div12mcr.org 
 
Newsletter: Dave Ellis 
clerk@div12mcr.org 
 
Operations Coordinator: Dale Desser 
operations@div12mcr.org 
 
Social Committee: Lee Farnsworth 
social@div12mcr.org 
 
T-Trak: Doug Sandmeyer 
ttrak@div12mcr.org 
 
Webmaster: Chris Mincemoyer 
webeditor@div12mcr.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Builder’s Plate is a publication of Division 12, 
Mid Central Region, NMRA. All opinions 
expressed are those of the authors, and do not 
necessarily reflect those of Division 12, the MCR, 
or the NMRA. 
 
Editor: David Ellis 
Copyeditor/Proofreader: Renee Reilly 
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A Regular Column:  
The Modeler’s Workbench 
This month by: Rob Bennett 
 
This will be the fourth in a regular series 
that features several tools or products 
that Division 12 members find 
indispensable on their workbench — 
things that their modeling efforts would 
be crippled without. Think about several 
of your favorite tools or products and 
submit them to the newsletter. We would 
all like to read about them. 
 
 
#1: Vallejo Hobby Paint (Spray) 
 
This is a relatively new item from Vallejo, 
and makes available a spray can 
version of some of their more popular 
Model Color and Fantasy bottle paints. I 
have used several of these and they 
are very good-- fine spray, dead flat, 
and they cover both metal and plastic 
extremely well. The ones I have used 
are: 
#28002 Panzer Grey (basically a perfect 
“grimy black”) 
#28003 Russian Green (a good dark 
greenish color) 
#20013 Bone White (nice as a primer 
and base concrete color) 
#28029 Gory Red (basically a zinc-
chromate, dark, rusty red color) 

 
The cans come with two nozzles for 
narrow and broad spray patterns. These 
paints dry quickly and as noted are 
dead flat-- great for structures, detail 
parts, truck frames, etc. These are not 
cheap-- the best prices I have found 
are online at Scalehobbist.com at 
$9.95/can. Search in the Paint-Spray 
Paint-Vallejo (as MFG) to pull up the 
entire line. There are currently 31 colors 
in the line. To me these are well worth 
the cost. 
 
As a nice benefit to Vallejo bringing 
these out, the #28002 Panzer Grey is a 
nearly perfect match to their bottle 
paint Black Grey (#70.862) in the Model 
Color line. This makes it easy to touch up 
areas after spraying-- very handy! These 
two items are, to me, the perfect 
replacement for the old Floquil “Grimy 
Black” we all used to love. 
 
#2: Finger Drills 
I don’t know how I got along without 
these. They are individual micro drills in 
the size range of #80 to 1/16”.  

 
These are extremely handy as one 
doesn’t need to pull out a small bit, 
chuck it in the pin vise, drill, discover the 
size is wrong, and repeat the process. 
With these I can easily pick a size I think 
will work, quickly drill a hole and if 
wrong just grab another one. These 
make drilling small holes so much more 
efficient and less cumbersome. 
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These drills are available from Micro-
Mark four per set in the following sizes:  
Item #60931 sizes 50-52-54-56 
Item #60932 sizes 58-60-62-64 
Item #60933 sizes 66-68-70-72 
Item #60934 sizes 74-76-78-80 
Item #60935 sizes 1/64, 1/32, 3/64, 1/16 
 
I have sets 60933 and 60934 that get me 
the drills I tend to use most, from #66 to 
#80. The next set I plan to get is 60935. 
To date I have not broken any drills, but 
of course care is needed when using 
the very small sizes such as in set 
#60934. 
To find these at the Micro-Mark site, 
simply type “finger drill” in the search 
bar. 
 
#3: LED/Wire Holder 
Another life saver!  
 

 
 
 
Anyone who has tried to solder the 
extremely small wires on some LEDs (LED 
lamp posts, goose-neck lights, etc.) 
most likely, has screamed in agony 
while trying to properly hold and solder 
wire extensions to the small leads. I have 
tried using the typical “extra hands” tool 
but that is like Godzilla trying to pick up 
a toothpick. This little tool makes it much 
easier and less frustrating.  
 
It is available from Ngineering as item 
#NT301 and costs $9.95. I purchased it 
direct form Ngineering (along with  

several other items-- check out their 
website-- it is great!) at 
https://www.ngineering.com/. Go to 
the “Other Cool Tools” section. They 
even provide a document detailing 
how to use the tool. 
 
 
 

Taking Photos for the 
Builder’s Plate 
David Ellis 
 
In the May 2019 Railroad Model 
Craftsman, Jim Walsh presented an 
article on photography for articles that 
struck a chord for me. First of all, as 
editor of the Builder’s Plate, I request 
article submissions every month. 
Providing some ideas for contributors to 
feel more comfortable with providing 
photographs to accompany 
submissions might broaden the group of 
potential contributors. Secondly, adding 
to my repertoire of techniques would 
help me do a better job of providing 
higher quality photographs to my blog 
(shameless plug: https://gnbranch.blogspot.com/).  
While I will give some guidelines specific 
to submitting to the Builder’s Plate, I will 
mainly be synthesizing ideas from Jim 
Walsh’s article, “Develop the 
Photography Habit.” 
 
Specific to the Builder’s Plate:  When 
submitting material for the Builder’s 
Plate, I have found the following to be 
the easiest to work with for me. For text, 
an attachment in Word, minimally 
formatted, is best. Please don’t use a 
template or other word processing 
applications. I might be able to 
reformat it, but please the “New Blank 
Document” option is your friend and 
mine. For photographs, the ideal 
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situation is to send me JPEGs as 
separate attachments. I don’t have the 
applications or knowledge to convert 
other formats. While I can deal with 
photographs embedded in the Word 
document, that is more difficult and 
limits my flexibility. Unlike professional 
quality publishing, where the highest 
quality image size is desirable, I am 
going to have to compress the size of 
your image files to publish via email 
attachment. Basically, whatever image 
size you are comfortable with is fine, just 
be aware that I am likely to compress 
the image. 
 
Subject and Background:  One of the 
first considerations when photographing 
a model, a step of construction, or any 
object is to focus on the subject. Yes, 
literally, one needs to make sure the 
subject is in focus.  
 

 
 
But, more figuratively, just as with 
backdrops on your layout, hiding the 
distraction of surrounding clutter in the 
background helps keep the focus on 
the subject. One way to eliminate 
background distractions is to create a 
“seamless” backdrop. This can be done 
fairly easily and inexpensively with 
poster paper clipped to a chair. 
 
 

 
 
Lighting: In Jim Walsh’s article, he 
stresses using natural lighting. If the chair 
you use to support the “seamless” 
backdrop is a rolling chair, position it 
near a window or a patio door. Another 
approach is to set up on a chair on the 
porch.  
 

 
 
If additional light is needed a white 
foam core panel can reflect light back 
to the subject. One can use natural light 
and the outdoors as background, but 
beware of out-of-scale background or 
harsh mid-day sun.  
 
Conclusion: My approach here has 
been to provide some pointers for 
photography for the Builder’s Plate.  Jim 
Walsh’s article also had pointers that 
would be useful in taking photos of 
one’s layout, but that is a topic for 
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another day. Whether for submission or 
not, taking photographs as you work on 
construction or modeling projects can 
potentially help in troubleshooting and 
organizing one’s thoughts. For the visual 
thinker these photographs can help 
show and organize the process if one 
wants to write about it for fellow 
modelers, to document it for working 
towards an AP certificate, or just to 
keep a record. For anyone, seeing your 
project through the lens of a 
photograph helps one to see what is 
working well and not so well.  
 

 
Shooting my module on the porch railing gave 
great light, but the background bushes and 
trees were out of scale! 
 

 
To publish the Builder’s Plate 
we need submissions! 
 
  Modeler’s tips, modeler’s 
projects, the new “Modeler’s Workbench” 
column, or any other railroad or modeling 
related stories make excellent submissions. Any 
member can submit a short article.  
 
 To make our membership meetings less 
business-focused and include more model 
railroading fun, we also need reports from the 
officers and committee chairs submitted to the 
Builder’s Plate.  
 
 Write it up and submit it as a minimally 
formatted Word document attached to an 
email to clerk@div12mcr.org. Photos are best 
formatted as JPEGs.  

 
 
NMRA Partnership Program 

The NMRA Partnership Program is a member 
benefit that truly has a tangible payback. The 
NMRA has partnered with model railroad 
manufacturers of all sizes, giving them exposure 
on the NMRA website in return for receiving 
generous discounts for NMRA members all year 
long. Some provide members with special 
codes, others prefer a phone or email order, but 
all appreciate the additional business from our 
members.  
 
For complete descriptions of the partners, the 
discount they offer, and instructions on applying 
the discount on your order visit the NMRA 
Partnership website 
(https://www.nmra.org/partnerships). If you are 
not signed in as a member, you will only see a 
list of the partners offering the discounts. To see 
the instructions on how to apply the discounts 
you need to register or log in as a registered 
member. If you have not registered, here is 
an FAQ with instructions for how to register at 
the NMRA website. 


