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Greetings from Union Station 
Chicago; more precisely I’m in the new 
Metropolitan Lounge at Union Station. I 
am fortunate that my company allows 
me to travel by train to trade society 
events in Chicago. We also have a 
number of suppliers in the Chicago 
area so I’m able to visit some of them 
too. 

 

 
 

 If you plan ahead you can travel 
by sleeper car for less than coach air- 
fare between Erie and Chicago. In days 
past, all businessmen traveled by train, 
even Harold Hill from The Music Man. 

Many of us in the hobby recreate 
the past with our layouts. Yes, there are 
many that are contemporary modelers, 
but they also are modeling what they 
saw yesterday. So when I have a 
chance to travel in the past, for real, I 
jump at the chance. 
 

 
 
Happy Model Railroading 
 
 
Brad White 
Division12 MCR 
Superintendent  
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Next Membership Event: 
Our next membership meeting will be held on Saturday, March 9 at 1:00 PM at the 
Cambridge Springs Trolley Station. The program will include a presentation and 
demonstration on scratch building based on wood blocks by Bill Schopf. We will 
continue to have a Bring and Brag segment, now called “What’s on Your 
Workbench,” where members can share something they have been working on 
related to model railroading.  
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Division 12, MCR, NMRA, Inc. 
The Alleghany Western Division: 
Expanding your model railroading horizons 
 
Please visit our website: www.div12mcr.org 
 

Or  NMRAAlleghanyWesternDivision 
 

Meetings 
Membership meetings typically include 
announcements and limited business; Bring 
and Brag, during which members share 
what they have been working on; and 
educational model-railroad related 
programs, presentations, or clinics. 
 
NMRA: https://www.nmra.org/   
Mid Central Region: 
http://www.midcentral-region-
nmra.org/ 
Division 12 Superintendent: 
Superintendent@div12mcr.org  

 

                              

 

Officers and BOD 

Superintendent: Brad White —
superintendent@div12mcr.org     

Assistant Superintendent: Mike Hauk 

Clerk/Treasurer: Dave Ellis — 
clerk@div12mcr.org 

Board of Directors: Rob Bennett, Doug 
Sandmeyer, Chris Mincemoyer 

 
Division 12 Upcoming Events 
 
March: Membership meeting: 1:00 PM March 9, 
2019 at the Cambridge Springs Trolley Station. If 
attending the optional brunch at Venango 
General Store at 10:45 AM, contact 
social@div12mcr.org. 
 
April: Membership meeting: 1:00 PM April 13, 
2019 at Lake Shore Railway Historical Society 
located at 31 Wall Street, North East, PA 16428 
 

May: NMRA Mid Central Region Convention: 
Division 12 members are volunteering and our 
T-TRAK group will be participating in a large T-
TRAK layout. As it is right next-door this year, we 
are hoping to have a significant Division 12 
turnout at The Bullet 2019, our regional 
convention. 

 
 
 
The Builder’s Plate is a publication of Division 12, 
Mid Central Region, NMRA. All opinions 
expressed are those of the authors, and do not 
necessarily reflect those of Division 12, the MCR, 
or the NMRA. 
 
Editor: David Ellis 
Copywriter/Proofreader: Renee Reilly 
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Upcoming Model Railroad 
Events 

Railfest 2019 March 16 and 17, 
2019 

Largest continuously running two-day train show 
in Ohio, sponsored by Division 5. Railfest runs 
from 10:00 AM until 4:00 PM each day at 
Lakeland Community College, 7700 Clocktower 
Drive, Kirtland, Ohio 44094. 

RPM-EAST The 2019 Railroad 
Prototype Seminar March 22 and 
23, 2019 

RPM-East is a prototype modeler event to spark 
your modeling efforts as winter melts into spring in 
Greensburg, Pennsylvania. The 2019 RPM-East 
Railroad Prototype Modeler Seminar includes 
presentations, operating sessions, open layouts, a 
large model display room, vendors, and a banquet 
to prime your creativity.  

The Great Batavia Train Show – 
Spring 2019 – March 31, 2019 

For over 30 years the Great Batavia Train Show 
has grown to become one of the premier hobby 
events in Western New York between Buffalo and 
Rochester. Over 100 dealers along with railroad 
modeling and preservation societies participate. 
Show hours are from 9:30 AM to 3:30 PM.  

2019 Pittsburgh Model Railroad 
Jamboree – Apri l  27, 2019 

Located on the campus of Robert Morris 
University in Yorktown Hall. Early registration is 
recommended, limited registrations will be 
available at the door. For more information check 
out their website 
at https://www.keystonedivision.org/jamboree.html 

Central New York Division Op ti l l  
You Drop Weekend Apri l  27 and 
28, 2019 

 
Mid Central Region Convention: 
May 2 – 5, 2019 
 
Our region’s yearly convention, The Bullet 2019, is 
relatively close this year, in Boardman, Ohio. Please 
note the request for volunteers from Division 12 in 
this issue of the Builder’s Plate. 
 
 

Links to these and additional 
upcoming model railroad events 
can be found on the Division 12 
Website: http://www.div12mcr.org 
 
Use the search button on the “Welcome” page 
or use the “News/Events” page, either by 
scrolling or clicking on the “Train Shows and 
Conventions” category link. 
 
If you are aware of upcoming railroad events, 
please let the Builder’s Plate editor and the 
webmaster know, so that we can list them.  
Editor: clerk@div12mcr.org 
Webmaster: webeditor@div12mcr.org 

 
 
Mentoring in Division 12 
 
At the October membership meeting, 
we discussed several approaches to 
offering mentoring in the division. 
Ultimately, we decided the best 
approach was to keep it simple, or at 
least, informal. We came up with 
starting a list of members who felt 
comfortable mentoring on specific 
topics. To contact the mentors, either 
email the clerk (clerk@div12mcr.org), 
who will forward your email, or contact 
them directly. 
 

• Brad White: DCC, Signaling 
• Dave Ellis: Backdrops 
• Ed Blenner: Scenery 
• Doug Sandmeyer: Benchwork, 

Wiring, Soldering 
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Book Review 
By: Mike Hauk 
 

 
  
 
Wikipedia: Art is a diverse range of 
human activities in creating visual, 
auditory or performing artifacts 
(artworks), expressing the author's 
imaginative, conceptual ideas, or 
technical skill, intended to be 
appreciated for their beauty or 
emotional power. 
 
 A friend of mine has the 
opportunity to visit a lot of layouts, and 
one N-scale layout he visited is located 
in the midst of an artists’ colony of sorts. 
Interestingly, after public open-houses, 
the artists usually congregate at the N-
scale layout. Why? In their view, the 
layout is art: 

- It is multi-media. 
- It is 3-dimensional. 
- It is kinetic. 
- It evokes memories and thought. 

 In my view, the artistic side of 
model railroading has generally gotten 
short shrift. In large part, this is likely due 
to the origins of the hobby being rooted 
in technical craftsmanship, rather than 
artistic vision. Also, the hobby tends to 
attract more left-brain personality types, 
who in turn prefer more 
technical/analytical topics that lend 
themselves to tidy articles in the hobby 
press.  
 
 However, with the increasing 
numbers of highly-detailed ready-to-run 
rolling stock on the market (How much 
detail does a boxcar model need, 
really?), the incredible extent and 
variety of scenic materials available, 
and the creative ferment provided by 
social media like YouTube, I think the 
hobby is headed for a major sea-
change in direction and outlook 
towards the artistic becoming co-equal 
with the technical. Witness the beautiful 
weathered cars on The Weathering 
Shop’s webpage, for just one of many 
examples now “out there.” 
(www.theweatheringshop.com) The 
cars shown there are amazing in both 
the artistic AND technical sense. 
  
 Lance Mindheim’s new book, 
Model Railroading as Art, is part of the 
vanguard of this potential coming 
change. Mr. Mindheim is already a 
pioneer in designing small, room-sized, 
almost minimalist artistic layouts. He also 
has developed many revolutionary 
modeling techniques, such as building 
structures using photographs laminated 
to basic shells. 
 
 Model Railroading as Art is 
groundbreaking in a number of ways, 
and perversely I think the average 
model railroader will thereby be 
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disappointed by it for the following 
reasons: 
 
 -It is not a book filled with pretty 
pictures of model railroads, a la 
Kalmbach’s Great Model Railroads, 
though the production values (including 
the photos) are very good. 
 
 - It is not really a “how-to” book 
with step-by-step guides on scenery, 
model photography, or any other 
technical model railroading subject, 
though there are many how-to-do-it 
sidebars throughout. 
 
 - It is not a book trying to sell 
product, e.g. “Cool scene! Where can I 
buy that kit?” In fact, the author decries 
the “more is better” approach to model 
railroading, and continually emphasizes 
the use of “negative space” when 
designing model scenes.  I doubt an 
author telling people NOT to buy so 
much stuff will find popularity in the 
mainstream model press, who of course 
must answer to advertisers, who want to 
sell MORE stuff. 
 
 However, I believe anyone 
striving to create something more than 
an “average model railroad” will find it 
extremely useful. 
 
The book is: 

- A guide to scene composition 
when placing structures and 
other scenic elements. 
 

 - A primer on the use of negative 
space when composing scenes. 
 
 - A guide to the use of light, 
shadows, color, and the relation of 
those aspects to scene composition. 

 - A guide to the selective use of 
details within model railroad scenes. 
 
 In short, Mindheim’s book is a 
distillation of many concepts of what 
constitutes “art” into a format 
applicable to model railroading. I think 
it would be especially valuable when 
planning a new layout, or even a 
smaller module. Thus I believe it 
deserves a place in any model 
railroader’s reference library, right 
alongside more technically oriented 
books on track planning, wiring, DCC, 
etc.  
 
 
T-TRAK Committee Report 
 
 By now everyone in the Mid 
Central Region should have received 
Bruce DeMaeyer’s Call for T-TRAK 
Modules. Bruce is the T-TRAK 
Coordinator for The Bullet regional 
convention in Boardman, Ohio this May. 
The Idea is to promote participation in a 
large modular layout with support from 
all the divisions.  
 
Read more in the call for modules: 
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/1cc9502d13c3df
7a859ee6d3c/files/ce1eb49c-2c6d-4f9a-b616-
9f8b37050091/2019_T_Trak_Call_for_Modules.pdf 
 
The link to the form: 
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/1cc9502d13c3df
7a859ee6d3c/files/fc5d9282-9079-4ddc-acce-
7f3b6b363b65/803_MCR_T_Trak_Pre_Entry_Form.
pdf 
 
To contact the T-TRAK committee chair 
or for interest in Module Workshop: 
Doug Sandmeyer 
ttrak@div12mcr.org 
 
T-TRAK pages on the Division 12 website: 
http://www.div12mcr.org/t-trak/ 
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AP Committee Report: 
 
 As our members start giving 
more clinics at our meetings, 
presenters should remember to 
document when the clinic is 
given. First time presenters accrue 
Model Railroad Author AP credit, 
repeat presentations accrue 
Volunteer AP Award time units. 
 
 Also a reminder that 
participation in modular events, 
e.g. T-trak and open 
houses/division-sponsored op 
sessions, also accrue time units 
toward the Volunteer award. 
 
 For Division members who 
have volunteered to work at the 
MCR Regional convention in 
Boardman, there will be a clinic 
presentation at the convention by 
Steve Zapytowski on “Judging the 
Mid-Central Region Model 
Contest,” if anyone is interested in 
learning how to become a model 
contest judge and help judge the 
contest at the Regional. We have 
discussed possibly having limited 
model judging for merit awards at 
our Division Jamboree event in 
September, and the more 
qualified judges we have the 
easier that task will be. 
 
Mike Hauk 
AP Chairman 
ap@div12mcr.org 
 

Division 12 Volunteers 
Needed for The Bullet in 
Boardman 
 
I was most pleased to hear of 
Division 12’s willingness to help us 
run The Bullet in Boardman (May 
2-5, 2019).  I urge those wishing to 
help to please contact Luana 
Peters, our volunteer 
coordinator. Her email contact is 
the “click here to volunteer” link 
on www.div1-mcr-nmra.org/the-
acy-bullet-2019 
 
Below I’ve attached a list of the 
areas we need help with as we 
see it now.   

• Convention 
administration/registration 

• Company Store and White 
Elephant 

• Hospitality Room 
• Bus Captains 
• Contest room 
• Arts & Crafts judges 
• Model contest judges  
• Module judges 
• Module load in/load out 
• AV support 

Steve Zapytowski, MMR #612 
Assistant Superintendent 
Division 1, Mid-Central Region 
National Model Railroad 
Association 
www.div1-mcr-nmra.org/the-acy-
bullet-2019 
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Modeler’s Project: 
Scratch Build a Wood Loading Dock 
Addition to a Plastic Kit 
 By David Ellis 
 

 
 
 The loading dock for this Walthers 
background structure was a simple 
introduction to scratch building techniques. 
Basically, I used a process described by 
Gerry Leone in a Dream, Plan, Build video. 
The building’s dimensions and the existing 
track and cork roadbed on the layout 
provided the necessary measurements to 
draw up a plan of the framing.  
 

 
 
 

 
 The scale size of the lumber for the 
dock was partially determined by the strip 
wood I had on hand: 6" X 12" (1/16 X 1/8) 
for the framing, 3" X 12" (1/32 X 1/8) for the 
decking, and 9" X 9" (3/32 X 3/32) for the 
posts. I precut the pieces to length on my 
Northwest Shortline "Chopper.” 
 
 Having a scale drawing to use as a 
template is key to this project. After cutting 
sufficient wood for the entire project, I 
stained it with my Prego Jar mix, 70% 
alcohol, India ink, and raw umber acrylic 
paint.  
 

 
  
While the pieces dried I taped the drawing 
down on my workspace's plate glass with 
blue painter's tape. Then I covered the 
template with wax paper, also taped in 
place. The first step was to construct the 
frame directly over the template drawing. 
While I used Aleene's Tacky Glue to glue 
the parts together, yellow wood glue is also 
a good choice. After the framework dried, I 
set up a backrest or jig as seen in the 
photo. Then it was a straightforward 
process to apply glue to the top of the 
frame and attach five or six deck pieces at 
a time. After the decking dried, I turned the 
dock over and glued the posts in place at 
the interior corners of the frame. I later cut, 
stained, and glued the bracing to the front 
of the dock as a final flourish. 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 
 Last month I wrapped up the 
books for 2018 by completing a Budget 
Comparison Report, a Statement of 
Activities, and a Balance Sheet for the 
fiscal year ending December 31, 2018. 
These statements, along with the 
General Ledger and Journal, will be 
presented to the board of directors at 
the next BOD meeting for review.  
 
 At the end of 2018 our assets 
totaled $2,770.31 with cash in checking 
or on hand of $2,532.80 and prepaid 
expenses of $237.51. Our revenue for 
the year was $4,053.32 and expenses 
were $1,537.21. It is important to 
remember that $2,500.00 of our revenue 
was a grant from Division 5, $292.58 was 
a “pass through” transfer of funds from 
the Niagara Frontier, and $727.74 came 
from indirect donations from the officers 
(gifts in kind or unreimbursed 
payments). These revenue sources were 
either one-time grants and transfers or 
unsustainable expectations for our 
officers. Moving forward, we have a 
strong foundation, but we need to 
generate additional revenue sources.  
  
 The 2018 Budget Comparison, 
Statement of Activities, and Balance 
Sheet are available in the Division 12 
“books” and electronically by request 
to the Treasurer.  
 
David Ellis  
clerk@div12mcr.org 
 

 
 
 
 

Newsletter Submissions! 

 
 To publish the Builder’s Plate 
every month (our goal) we need 
submissions from the members. 
Modeler’s tips, modeler’s projects, and 
any other railroad or modeling related 
stories make excellent submissions. You 
don’t need to be an officer or board 
member to submit a short article.  
 To make our membership 
meetings less business-focused and 
include more model railroading fun, we 
also need reports from the officers and 
committee chairs submitted to the 
Builder’s Plate.  
 Write it up and submit it as a 
minimally formatted Word document 
attached to an email to 
clerk@div12mcr.org. Photos 
accompanying the article can either 
be in the article or a separate 
attachment formatted as JPEGs. 
 
Brick and Mortar Hobby 
Stores in Division 12 

We have a dearth of train stores here in 
the division. A newer one has started up 
in Jamestown, NY. If you visit them, let 
them know you are a member of the 
NMRA and you learned about them 
from the Division 12 newsletter. 

Terry’s Train Shop 

Terry’s Train Shop is a train and hobby 
store located at: 

1739 Foote Ave Ext.                 
Jamestown, NY 14701 

716-397-5545 
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Committee Chairs and 
Volunteer Positions:  

Achievement Program: Mike Hauk 
ap@div12mcr.org 
 
Newsletter: Dave Ellis 
clerk@div12mcr.org 
 
Operations Coordinator: Dale Dresser 
operations@div12mcr.org 
 
Social Committee: Lee Farnsworth 
social@div12mcr.org 
 
T-Trak: Doug Sandmeyer 
ttrak@div12mcr.org 
 
Webmaster: Chris Mincemoyer 
webeditor@div12mcr.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

NMRA Partnership Program 

The NMRA Partnership Program is a 
member benefit that truly has a 
tangible payback. The NMRA has 
partnered with model railroad 
manufacturers of all sizes, giving them 
exposure on the NMRA website in return 
for receiving generous discounts for 
NMRA members all year long. Some 
provide members with special codes, 
others prefer a phone or email order, 
but all appreciate the additional 
business from our members. And of 
course, our members appreciate the 
extra savings -- savings that can 
actually pay the cost of NMRA 
membership! 
 
 
For complete descriptions of the 
partners, the discount they offer, and 
instructions on applying the discount on 
your order visit the NMRA Partnership 
website 
(https://www.nmra.org/partnerships). If 
you are not signed in as a member, you 
will only see a list of the partners offering 
the discounts. To see the instructions on 
how to apply the discounts you need to 
register or log in as a registered 
member. If you have not registered, 
here is an FAQ with instructions for how 
to register at the NMRA website. 
 

 
 
 
 


