
Each year we 
present 12 of 
the year’s best 
model railroad 
photographs 
taken by our 
members.

Online Video 

Library – The 
Members Only 
section of our 
website has 

hours of “how-to” videos produced by 
professional video companies, as well as 
over 100 videos of clinics presented at 
national conventions.

Local Divisions – There are more than 
150 Divisions in the NMRA, located in 
communities all across the U.S., Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand, and Britain. Most 
have presentations, layout tours and more.

Discounts and advance reservations 

on new books – Our Library periodically 
offers special books to the public, and 
NMRA members can reserve their copies in 
advance and receive a substantial discount.

Special access to places and people – 
NMRA members have access to all kinds of 
railroad locations others never get to see.  
Often National and Regional conventions 
tour prototype facilities that are normally 
closed to the public.  They get to see top-
of-the-line model railroads that usually 
don’t accept visitors.  And they can spend 
time talking with some of the most famous 
personalities in model railroading today.
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Get more
from

your hobby

Setting the standards 
yesterday, today, and 
well into the future.

with a membership in the

world’s largest model railroad

organization

For over 80 years the National Model 
Railroad Association has set the standards of 
the model railroad industry.

When the Association was formed in 1935 
model railroading was in its infancy, and 
manufacturers made products with little 
regard for any interchangeability.  Often 
equipment from one manufacturer wouldn’t 
work with the equipment from another.

The NMRA changed 
all that by developing 
standards that were readily 
adopted by manufacturers 
of all types.

Wheel profiles and rail 
spacing were among those standards, which 
is reflected in our “wheel on rail” logo.

The leadership continues today as the 
NMRA continues to develop and set 
standards for Digital Command Control 
(DCC), Layout Command Control (LCC), 
and more.

It’s one of the reasons the hobby is so much 
fun for millions around the world.



T here’s no better way to 

get more fun out of model 

railroading than to join 

the National Model Railroad 

Association…a worldwide

organization of 18 ,000 members 

that’s dedicated to helping model 

railroaders fully enjoy their hobby.

NMRA membership brings you the

fellowship of members right in your 

own community, plus these benefits:

Kalmbach Memorial Library – Housed 
in the California State Railroad Museum 
Library, KML is one of the world’s largest 
“railroads only” libraries.  NMRA members 
get special access to both libraries.

Partnership Program – Our brand 
name manufacturer partners offer NMRA 
members generous discounts – some 
up to 45%!  From Micro-Mark to Rusty 
Stumps, we’re adding more every month!

NMRA
publications –
Our monthly 
magazine features 
news, modeling 
articles, product 
announcements 
and more!  
The  monthly 
electronic 
NMRA Turntable 

rounds up 
interesting model railroad websites, videos 
and blogs.  The NMRA eBulletin delivers the 
latest news about the Association in email.

      The Achievement 

Program – It’s arguably the 
best way to learn and hone your 

modeling skills.  Those who earn seven of 
the eleven Achievement Certificates are 
awarded their Master Model Railroader 
(MMR) certification.

Model Railroad Directory – Whether 
you’re at home or traveling, you can 
connect with other NMRA members for 
a layout tour, to talk trains, or even to 
join in an op session!  There are 
maps, descriptions, photos, 
videos and more.

NMRA Online 

Archives –  Our 
Online Archives 
feature literally 
tens of thousands 
of archival quality slides, 
photos, diagrams, and art from our 
extensive collection, all available for 
download at very affordable prices.

National and Regional conventions 

– Our National convention is held in a 
different city around North America every 
year, and features hundreds of clinics, layout 
and industry tours, plus contests and 
prototype model displays.  It ends with the 
three-day National Train Show. Regional 
conventions take place annually in each of 
the NMRA’s worldwide Regions.

Collection insurance  –  We offer 
NMRA members group property insur-
ance for collections, layouts, live steam, 
tools, slides and photos, books, and more.

Club liability insurance –  $1 million 
in liability insurance is available free for 
NMRA-sanctioned meets and shows, and 
for $50 per year to 100% NMRA clubs. 
Comparable insurance typically costs 
many times this 
low rate.  Ask for 
details. 

Modeling with 

the Masters – 
In this intense, 
multi-day 
regimen of 
instruction by 
Master Model 
Railroaders, 
attendees 
will get 
hands-on 
experience 
in beginning and intermediate 
modeling  techniques, as well as helpful 
tips and advice.


