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Newsletter of Division 12, Mid Central Region, NMRA, Inc.

Superintendent’s Report
Last Month Mike Hauk and I
attended the Mid Central Regional
Convention in Cincinnati, OH. The
convention was well attended with over
360 people registered. Word was that
the number of total registrants is a
modern record for the MCR.
A number of national officers
attended the MCR Board of Directors
meeting Friday night: Mike Brestel
(former president), Charlie Getz
(outgoing president), Pete Magoun
(incoming president), Gerry Leone (VP
Special Projects), Frank Koch (Chief
Financial Officer) and Christina Gardner
(Marketing Manager).
At the BOD meeting a number of
items were discussed including the
need to improve communications on
the division level regarding the
partnership program (vender discounts

to NMRA members). We will publish the
list of venders here in the newsletter and
a link to the program on our website. I
have personally used the Micro-Mark
discount. I had no idea there were this
many other partners.
One of the other subjects was
the increased focus of T-Trak as a
means of getting younger people into
the hobby. Our division and Division 10
were mentioned as the leaders in the
region on promoting T-Trak as a
recruitment tool for new and younger
members.
Our Division has also been invited
to join Division 10 in Lexington, KY for a TTrak meet later this year, details to
follow.

Continued on page 2

Next Membership Meeting:

A short membership meeting will be held on June 9th at 11:00 AM at the North Gale
Street picnic area in Westfield, NY. After the meeting, we will sponsor a picnic and train
watching, joining with other railroad groups in our division’s area. We look forward to
meeting with new folks who are not yet part of the Alleghany Western Division, but who
share an interest in model or prototype railroads.
Food service will be at 12:30 PM. Hamburgers, hot dogs, buns, and condiments will be
provided. Please bring a dish to share, table service and drinks for yourself and guests, and
outdoor chairs if you have them. Please consider carpooling!
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The last business item covered
was Insurance coverage. It can now be
increased above $1 million if need be.
Some divisions that have Mall shows
have seen an increased requirement
from $1 million to $2 million in liability
insurance. Some events in Canada are
requiring $5 million in coverage.
Here in Division 12, we are in need
of individuals to come forward and fill
some necessary job openings. The first
one is a newsletter editor. Dave Ellis and
his wife have been handling this task for
the time being. Dave’s plate is already
over full with being the clerk, treasurer
and webmaster.
Next is someone to handle
publicity. This person would be in
charge of getting the word out to the
public about upcoming events where
the public is included, such as any
displays we may have in public libraries
or other public venues.
As we develop fundraising plans,
we may need someone to take on
keeping a “company store.” We would
also like someone to take over the
Webmaster duties.
I’m looking forward to seeing as
many of you as possible at the Division
picnic Saturday June 9th.

Division 12, MCR, NMRA, Inc.
The Alleghany Western Division:
Expanding your model railroading horizons
Please visit our website: www.div12mcr.org

Or

NMRAAlleghanyWesternDivision

Meetings
Membership meetings typically include
announcements and limited business, Bring
and Brag where members share what they
have been working on, and an
educational model railroad related
program, presentation, or clinic.

NMRA: https://www.nmra.org/
Mid Central Region:
http://www.midcentral-regionnmra.org/
Division 12 Superintendent:
Superintendent@div12mcr.org

Happy Model Railroading
Brad White
Div. 12 MCR Superintendent
The Builder’s Plate is a publication of Division 12, Mid Central
Region, NMRA. All opinions expressed are those of the
authors, and do not necessarily reflect those of Division 12,
the MCR, or the NMRA.
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Division 12 Upcoming Events
June: Membership meeting and Event:
Saturday, June 9th. Short meeting at 11:00 AM
followed by picnic and train watching at Gale
Street in Westfield NY. Food service starts at
12:30 PM.
July: Membership meeting: Saturday, July 14th
at 1:00 PM at the Cambridge Springs Trolley
Station. Presentation: Dave Ellis on model
railroad backdrops.
July: Event: Division 12 Information Table and
T-Trak Layout at the Jefferson Historical
Society’s Train Show on Saturday, July 21st
from 10:00 AM-3:00 PM.
August: Membership meeting: Saturday,
August 11th at 1:00 PM at the Cambridge
Springs Trolley Station. Presentation: Brad
White on model railroad operations on the
Chautauqua Branch.
•

September: Membership meeting: Saturday,
September 8th at the Salamanca Railroad
Museum. Details to be confirmed
September: Board of Directors meeting:
Saturday, September 29th, at the Cambridge
Springs Trolley Station. Planning for November
Division 12 events: Erie Train Show, T-Trak
Displays, NMRA Layout tours.
October: Membership meeting: Erie area
meeting with presentation on operations on a
model railroad and then operating on the
railroad after the meeting. Date to be
determined.
November: Public Event(s): Erie Train Show
and possible other public demonstrations of
Division 12 T-Trak layout. NMRA only event:
Layout tours. (Also open to Divisions 2, 5, and
11?)
December: Break and holidays.

Mini-meet in 2019?
Brad White and I attended the
Pittsburgh Railroad Jamboree at
Yorktown Hall of Robert Morris University
sponsored by Division 2 on April 28th. We
both enjoyed ourselves, and reflecting
on our experience, we both started
thinking that a one-day event might be
a possible goal for Division 12 for next
year. We both agreed that we wouldn’t
want to copy the Pittsburgh Jamboree
exactly, but it definitely got us thinking.
As every division is expected to host the
Regional Convention at some point,
putting on a one-day mini-meet would
give us some practice. Long term, we
will need to find some event that will
bring in funding, and a mini-meet is
potentially more interesting and easier
than hosting a train show/swap meet.
Starting with what we saw at the
Jamboree and after talking with several
other members, Brad and I came up
with some possible features of a oneday event. While the Jamboree
focused on presentation style clinics,
some hands-on or make-it/take-it clinics
seem desirable as well. Model contests,
both popular vote and NMRA merit
judging, took place at the Pittsburgh
Jamboree. They also had a whiteelephant table (room) where a 10%
commission was charged. They did not
have a focus on trains running during
the event, other than a display layout
from City Classics. Would we want more
than our T-trak layout? A continental
breakfast and lunch was provided with
the admission fee, while a banquet
dinner with guest speaker was an
additional cost. Between the events
and the banquet were raffles, lots of
raffles. (Full disclosure, we both won
something.) Our take was that this was
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where they accomplished their
fundraising. While Brad and I headed
home that evening, another member of
Division 12, Lee Farnsworth, stayed over
and visited some of the layouts on the
next day’s layout tours. Would we
consider layout visits or operations
sessions in the evening or would we
want the banquet approach?
Doing a one-day event would be
a sizable undertaking. Just how big of
an undertaking depends on how
involved (both level of complexity and
amount of active participation by the
members) we make it. Also, would our
primary goal be to serve the
membership and gain experience or
would it be to open it up to a wider
audience with fundraising as the major
goal? These are questions for the
officers, board of directors, and the
general membership to consider along
with the larger questions: should a oneday mini-meet be our goal for 2019,
and what will I be willing to do to make
it be successful?
Dave Ellis- Clerk/Treasurer, Division 12, MCR

Upcoming Model Railroad
Events
Jefferson Historical Society Train Swap
and Sale: Jefferson, OH, July 21, 2018
Division 12 will be participating with an information
table and the initial presentation of our T-Trak
modules. This train show is near us in Ohio, located
at the Jefferson Community Center, 11 East
Jefferson Street, Jefferson, OH 44047. The show
runs from 10:00 AM until 3:00 PM with a $2.00
admission charge.

Greenberg’s Great Train and Toy Show:
Monroeville, PA, July 21-22, 2018
The Greenberg Great Train Show is a large trainshow geared towards both the public and modelers.
It is located in the Monroeville Convention Center,
209 Mall Blvd. Monroeville, PA 15416.

NMRA Kansas City National Convention:
August 5-12, 2018
The NMRA National Convention has clinics, tours,
contests, the largest train show in the country, and
more. This is one of the years that the Operations
Road Show will be part of the convention.

NMRA Division 4 Great Berea Train
Show: October 6 and 7, 2018

Officers and Board of
Directors

This event is at the Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds.

Superintendent: Brad White—
superintendent@div12mcr.org

The Erie show will be held in Rainbow Gardens, 200
Peninsula Drive, Millcreek, PA from 10 AM – 4 PM.

Assistant Superintendent: Mike Hauk
Clerk/Treasurer: Dave Ellis
Board of Directors: Dick Bradley, Doug
Sandmeyer, Chris Mincemoyer

Erie Model Train Show: November 4,
2018

Links to all of these upcoming model railroad
events can be found on the Division 12 Website:
http://www.div12mcr.org
Use the search button on the “Welcome” page
or use the “News/Events” page, either by
scrolling or clicking on the “Train Shows and
Conventions” category link.
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Cincinnati Express
MCR 2018 Convention
With great excitement and a little
trepidation, I (along with Division super Brad
White) recently attended the 2018 Mid
Central Region convention in Cincinnati,
OH on May 17-20, 2018. The convention
was held in the newly-renovated Cincinnati
Marriot North, which was an excellent
venue for a convention.
Having never before attended an
NMRA convention of any size, I was nearly
overwhelmed by the event organized by
Division 7. Sixty-five open layouts, thirty-five
of which have been published, ten in Great
Model Railroads; op sessions Thursday and
Friday nights, Saturday morning, and
Sunday morning; bus tours to said layouts;
industry tours; three days of clinics; model
and photo contests; Saturday evening
banquet with Gerry Leone as the speaker;
the choices were mind-boggling, and one
could literally not see and do everything –
hard choices had to be made!
I arrived in Cincinnati Wednesday
evening, as things were going to kick off
right away Thursday. Thursday afternoon
was a self-guided tour of Larry Bonhaus’
large N-scale layout, and Bob Lawson’s
layout showcasing his many award-winning
super-detailed structure models.
1. Bob Lawson's Southern Railway

Being an “ops guy”, I would forgo some
evening clinics for the op sessions, of
course. Thursday evening I was lucky to run
on Gerry Albers’ Virginian Deepwater
District
(http://www.deepwaterdistrict.com/). This is
an amazing railroad that incorporates the
Virginian Railway, interchanging with the
C&O, NYC, and Allen McClelland’s V&O.
The website does not do it justice. I
managed to draw two trains that ran nearly
the entire length of the railroad, so I was
able to truly get an appreciation for the
scope of layout. The third and final run was
a V&O work train, so I can check off a
“bucket list” item and say I actually ran a
train from the famed Virginian & Ohio.
2. Gerry Albers' Virginian Deepwater District

Friday morning Brad and I did a
minibus tour of several layouts, including
the Eastern Logger’s modular layout, Ed
Swain’s Pennsy layout, and Curt LaRue’s
PRR Panhandle railroad. Friday
afternoon I hit a few of the clinics
presented during the day, including a
roundtable discussion with the NMRA
leadership including NMRA Pres. Charlie
Getz, Board member Mike Brestel, VP for
Special Projects Gerry Leone,
Treasurer/CFO Frank Koch, and
Marketing Consultant Christina Ganzer.
Friday evening I returned to Curt
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LaRue’s beautiful layout, and worked
the Weirton towerman job for the entire
evening. PRR steam and more PRR
steam, oh my!
3. Curt LaRue's PRR Panhandle Division

Cincinnati, as by this time I was deadbeat from all the activity. It was worth
the stop, however, as I had my doubts
about how a “toy” 3-rail layout would
work in an op session. The answer was
“amazingly well”. It helps, of course,
that the railroad is huge, befitting the
size of the rolling stock. Plus those Oscale locomotives can conceal some
really big speakers, and the sound of
double-headed O-scale PRR L1
Mikados pounding upgrade with a long
coal drag quickly made one forget
there was a third rail running down the
middle of the track.
4. Bob Bartizek's Pennsylvania & Western

Saturday morning I attended a
clinic for neophyte contest judges, and
then immediately we set to work
evaluating the numerous models in the
contest room. This process took most of
the remaining morning and into
Saturday afternoon. I will have more
detail about how the contest and
judging process works at a future
Division meeting or in this newsletter.
Saturday evening was spent at
the reception, with string music
provided by N-scaler and Cincinnati
Civic Orchestra director Larry Bonhaus
and his wife, followed by the banquet.
The keynote speaker was NMRA VP and
Model Railroad Video host Gerry Leone,
who regaled the attendees with tales of
his prior adventures in the advertising
business, including hilarious clips of radio
spots for various products, including
milk.
The last event was a Sunday
morning op session on Bob Bartizek’s Oscale hi-rail PRR layout. Luckily this
railroad was on the route home north of

At nearly 370 attendees, this
convention was probably rivaled only
by the national NMRA convention in
scope, and I would guess the
“average” regional is much smaller and
less overwhelming. Even so, “a lot of
fun” is inadequate to describe the
experience, and I’m looking forward to
attending more such events in the
future, large or small. I would
encourage any Division members to do
the same. You won’t regret it!
Mike Hauk- Assistant Superintendent, Division
12, MCR, NMRA
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Modeler’s Tip

This month’s tip is a useful tip for joining
wires and devices in small spaces or
difficult conditions.

I found that when installing decoders, or
adding LEDs, resistors, and other
devices, the wire connections often
became larger than necessary. So, I
borrowed an idea from a device that I
used in the past and could no longer
find. It consisted of a small, tightly
wound coil of wire covered with solder.
With the wires inserted from opposite
sides, the solder was melted resulting in
a tight connection.

inserting, forming a tightly wound coil.
When the coil is as long as necessary
the excess may be trimmed off and the
lead bent into the desired position.
With the wire to be added tinned and
cut to length, it can be inserted into the
coil (don’t forget the heat shrink
tubing).

You may crimp the coil with the tinned
lead installed if you wish for a better
mechanical connection.
Apply solder, heat, and the insulation of
your choice.
Doug Sandmeyer- T-Trak Committee Chair,
Division 12, MCR, NMRA

Newsletter Submissions!

To do this now I wrap one of the
component leads around a drill bit that
is slightly larger than the wire I will be

To publish the Builder’s Plate every
month (our goal) we need submissions
from the members. Modeler’s tips make
excellent submissions. You don’t need
to be an officer or board member to
submit a short article like the one Doug
submitted for this month. Write it up and
submit it as a Word document attached
to an email to clerk@div12mcr.org.
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NMRA Partnership Program
The NMRA Partnership Program is a
member benefit that truly has a tangible
payback. The NMRA partnered with model
railroad manufacturers of all sizes, giving
them exposure in return for receiving
generous discounts for NMRA members
all year long. Some provide members
with special codes, others prefer a phone
or email order, but all appreciate the
additional business from our members.
And of course, our members appreciate
the extra savings...savings that can
actually pay the cost of NMRA
membership!
Division 12 is listing the current partners
here. We will post the link with more
complete descriptions and instructions for
receiving the discount on our website.
CatzPaw Innovations
http://www.catzpaw.com
This company designs and 3D prints scale model
accessories in virtually any scale for model
railroads and other hobbies.
East Coast Circuits
http://www.eastcoastcircuits.com/nmra
East Coast Circuits was created to provide
unique, simple lighting effects circuits to the
model railroad community.
Green Frog Productions
http://www.greenfrog.com
Producer of hundreds of prototype railroading
videos in both DVD and BluRay formats.
Hot Wire Foam Factory
http://www.hotwirefoamfactory.com
Manufacturers of USA-made professional foam
cutting tools including hot wire cutters, hot
knives, foam cutting machines, a freehand
router, a foam engraving tool, even foam
cutting tables.
Jason's Brass Poles
http://www.jasonsbrasspoles.com

Specializing in trolley modeling products, the
company manufactures and sells a variety of
prototypical brass trolley poles, pole caps and
other trolley parts in O. S, HO and N scales.
LARC Products
http://www.larcproducts.com
Producers of full custom-sized backdrop
graphics and railroad graphics CDs.
Logic Rail Technologies
http://www.logicrailtech.com
Producer of sophisticated electronics for model
railroads, including signaling products and fast
clocks.
Micro-Mark
https://www.micromark.com/
It’s the first name in high quality modeling tools
and accessories.
MinuteMan Scale Models
http://www.minutemanscalemodels.com
Full service model shop producing highly
detailed models for model railroad enthusiasts,
private collectors and museums, including
custom laser cutting, engraving and painting.
Model Railroad Benchwork
http://www.modelrailroadbenchwork.com
Custom designed and built benchwork in all
scales.
Model Train Catalogue
http://www.modeltraincatalogue.com
Model Train Catalogue (MTC) is designed for
modelers to keep track and manage their
valuable collection.
Modelers Decals & Paint
http://www.modelersdp.com
Manufacturers of acrylic airbrush paints in a
wide assortment of colors.
Monster Modelworks
http://www.monstermodelworks.com
Founded in 2011, the company specializes in
highly detailed scale model building materials,
kits, detail parts and custom laser cutting.
Motrak Models
http://www.motrakmodelsusa.com
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Motrak Models offers a full line of car loads and
retaining walls and bridges, as well as laser-cut
structure kits.
MRC (Model Rectifier Corporation)
http://www.modelrectifier.com
Producer of Prodigy DCC systems, as well as
train controls and sound systems, plastic model
kits, locomotives, and rolling stock.
OK Engines/Streamliners
http://www.okengines.com
OK Streamliners are for kit bashers of all ages.
Ram Track
http://www.ramrcandramtrack.com
Ram Track manufactures electronic lighting
systems, sound devices, control devices and
plastic model lights most of which are
adaptable to all scales N through G.
RR-CirKits
http://www.rr-cirkits.com
Manufacturer of unique model railroading
electronic circuits, including LCC (Layout
Command Control) products, Loco Buffer(a USB
interface with Digitrax's LocoNet), and
MotorMan (a driver for turnout motorization
system).
Rusty Stumps
http://www.rustystumps.com
Need details or craftsman kits for your layout?
Rusty Stumps produces hundreds of them in HO,
O, and S scales.
Scale Model Plans
http://www.scalemodelplans.com
SCALE MODEL PLANS Traceable patterns,
plans, and more for N, HO, OO, O and other
scale structures.
Scalecoat Paint
http://www.minutemanscalemodels.com
Two types of solvent-based enamel paints in a
variety of colors great for any modeling project.
Scenery Solutions
http://www.scenerymadeeasy.com
Scenery Solutions/Fusion Fiber offers a wide
range of commercial scenery materials.

Showcase Miniatures
http://www.showcaseminiatures.net
SHOWCASE MINIATURES has provided the
highest quality railroad accessories since 1995.
Team Track Models
http://teamtrackmodels.com
Craftsman level downloadable paper model
kits for building, structures and scenery for
model railroads.
The N Scale Architect
http://www.thenarch.com
Manufacturers of high quality structure kits in
HO, N & Z scale with excellent step-by-step
instructions and in-progress photos.
The Train Show, Inc.
http://www.trainshowinc.com
A train show marketing and promotion
company whose clients include World's
Greatest Hobby on Tour, Greenberg's Train &
Toy Show, the Great Midwest Train Show, also
regional and local shows.
Train Installations, LLC
http://www.traininstallations.com
Since 2001, builders of the finest quality
overhead, garden and table top model
railroads.
Trainmasters TV / Model Railroad Hobbyist Store
https://trainmasters.tv
Trainmasters TV, the video division of Model
Railroad Hobbyist magazine who generously
donates "how-to" videos to the NMRA Video
Library, is giving NMRA members a discount to
both their Trainmasters TV videos and items in
the Model Railroad Hobbyist magazine store
Unreal Details
http://www.unrealdetails.com
Maker of Magic Water, an easy, realistic water
modeling system developed especially for
model railroaders and diorama makers.
USA Airbrush Supply / Badger Airbrush
http://www.USAAirbrushSupply.com
USA Airbrush Supply is your one-stop shop for all
things airbrush...including the complete line of
Badger airbrushes and equipment
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